
OPEC to hold emergency 
meeting — Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) is to hold an emergency 
ministerial meeting in the next few days to discuss 
ways to boost sagging crude oil prices, Iran's Oil Min- 
ister Bijan Namdar-Zanghenefa said Tuesday. There 
has been no official announcement by the 1 1 -member 
OPEC about such a meeting. Saudi Arabia, Venezuela 
and non-OPEC Mexico decided Sunday to join forces 
to try to cut world output by up to two million barrels 
a day in a bid to reverse the collapse in world prices. 
A number of other OPEC and non-OPEC countries 
have since joined the effort to cut production, includ- 
ing Iran, which announced Monday that it bad decid- 
ed to cut. its crude production by 140,000 barrels a 
day. 
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Lebanon seizes Israel-bound 
cargo from ship 

BEIRUT lAFP) — The Lebanese authorities seized 800 
tonnes of wood from a Panamanian-flagged ship bound 
for Israel, judicial officials said Tuesday. The ship's cap- 
tain, who unloaded the paper portion of his cargo at the 
Port of Beirut, was held for questioning, they said. The 
ship, the Yoga, may leave as soon as it unloads the wood, 
which should be by Tuesday night, the officials said. Ves- 
sels which come into Lebanese ports are not allowed to 
go direcily to Israel or bring merchandise destined for the 
Jewish state. If they have been to Israel, they can only go 
to Lebanese pons after having visited a third-country 
port, according to Lebanese law. 
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BONN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Higjhness Crown Prince Has- 
san on Tliesday paid a brief 
working visit to Germany 
where he held talks with Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl and senior 
German officials on bilateral 
relations and issues of com- 
mon concern. 

Prince Hassan discussed 
with Chancellor Kohl the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
efibats exerted to overcome the 
obstacles impeding its 
progress. 

Prince Hassan said that such 
efforts should include Euro- 
pean consultation with coun- 
tries of the region. 

The Crown Prince and 
Chancellor Kohl reviewed Jor- 
dan's ongoing efforts to sal- 
vage the peace process and to 
alleviate the suffering of the 
Iraqi people. 

Prince Hassan called for a 
comprehensive European 
vision regarding the Middle 
East region. 

ChapceDor Kohl praised Jor- 
danian efforts to establish a 
just, comprehensive and last- 
ing peace in the region. 

Prince Hassan and the Ger- 
man premier also discussed 
the situation in-* Kosovo and 
emphasised the need to put an 
end to the crisis m this troubled 
region ahead 'of a meetingrin 
Bam of- the sps^gfoupin 
diaigeoCaditesst^tiietitisis. 

Ih a separate meeting - with . 
the speaker of the German par- 


liament, Rita Shausman, 
Prince Hassan discussed 
scopes of bilateral cooperation 
with Germany and the Euro- 
pean Union, and the standoff 
in the Middle East peace 
process. 

The two sides stressed the 
need to honour agreements 
concluded between the 
involved parties. 

The speaker praised Jordan’s 
efforts for peace and voiced 
her country’s support for such 
efforts. 

The two rides also empha- 
sised the need fra: enhancing 
bilateral relations between the 
parliaments erf both countries. 

In another meeting, ' the 
Crown Prince discussed with 
the German minister of eco- 
nomic cooperation and devel- 
opment, in the presence of 
Minister of Trade, Industry 
and Supply Hani MuBd, eco- 
nomic relations and nwanc of 
strengthening economic coop- 
eration, particularly in the area 
of supporting social productiv- 
ity promts fertile under-privi- 
kged in Jordan. 

The German side also 
expressed interest in support- 
ing infrastructure projects in 
ffie areas of water; transport, 
emgy and tourism. 

The German minister said 
the joint Jordanian-German 
committee will discuss a 
mechanism for providing Ger- 
jhaa-support-ta Jordan during 
its meetings in Bonn later this 



Crown Prince Hassan smiles during his meeting with German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
in Bonn on Tuesday. The Crown Prince is on a one day visit to Germany (Reuters photo) 


month. 

Answering a question cm 
Germany’s role in pushing the 
peace process forwaid. Prince 
Hassan said the European 
Union presidency will embark 
on anew move, in consultation 
with Germany, -France, and 
other major partners. The 
move, he said, follows the vis- 


its this month by British For- 
eign Secretary Robin Cook 
and United Nations Secretary 
General Kofi Annan to the 
region. The Grown Prince 
described this stage as “a peri- 
od of evaluation." He referred 
to media repents leaking infor- 
mation about a U.S. initiative 
in the last few days. 


“We are making every effort 
possible to ensure that Europe, 
particularly Germany, will 
continue to play its M role in 
the Middle ’ East peace 
process," said Prince Hassan. 

He noted that meetings 
between the- European part- 
nos will be held soon for this 
purpose. " 


Prince Hassan , Duke of Kent open exhibition in U.K. 
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Crown Prince calls for backing 
to revive Jordan’s badia region 
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: From Francesca Ciriad 
in London 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
appears to have won Lon- 
doners’ backing for a joint 
Jordanian-British effort to 

■ revive Jordan's badia region 
covering 80 per cent of the 
Kingdom but housing only 

■ a fraction of the population. 

Referring to it as “the 
: environment where it all 
i began, the land of the first 

■ Arabs," Prince Hassan said 
the badia project could give 
hope to similar semi-arid 
areas in the region and 
across the globe. 

He told a fund-raising 
gala dinner in London on 
Monday that 900 million 
people worldwide were liv- 
ing in regions where rainfall 
averaged less than 200 mm 
a year. 

“The successes and the 
failures of the [badia] pro- 
gramme pose tremendous 
challenges not only for Jor- 
danians, but for many dif- 
ferent population clusters 
all over the world," Prince 
Hassan told the dinner held 
in favour of the Jordan 
Badia Research and Devel- 
opment Programme 

(JBRDP). 


*TVhile .it is essential to 
suit the badia projects to the 
inhabitants of the area, 
many of whom are semi- 
settled nomadic pastoralists, 
the particularities of the Jor- 
danian badia, especially 
those relating to life-style, 
ecology and social struc- 
ture, are substantially simi- 
lar to those of neighbouring 
states," he added 

The project, set up in 
1992 under the patronage of 
Prince Hassan and the Duke 
of Kent, operates under the 
aegis of Jordan’s Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology (HCSTi and 
Britain’s Royal Geographic 
Society (RGS). 

Prince Hassan said Jor- 
dan’s virgin badia had to be 
developed to attract resi- 
dents. 

“The region possesses 
rich but unexploited mineral 
resources, undeveloped 
sources of solar and wind 
energy and cultivable land," 
he explained 

'‘Altogether, the badia 
forms 80.9 per cent of Jor- 
dan's total area, but is home 
to only five per cent of its 
inhabitants. It is precisely 
because of its enormous 
land area and the marginal 
existence of many of its 


inhabitants, that the region 
deserves our attention " he 
told hundreds of distin- 
guished guests. 

Detailing the “vital scien- 
tific research activities” 
conducted by the JBRDP in 
papulation, water, livestock, 
land resources, geology, 
renewable energy and infor- 
mation documentation. 
Prince Hassan said the 
“badia programme com- 
prised a series of practical 
projects that, taken together, 
aim to revitalise this semi- 
arid region and render it 
life-sufrtainable for its peo- 
ple." 

The dinner was part of the 
“U.K Appeal 1998" 
launched by the Jordan 
Badia Fund — an initiative 
that includes exhibitions, 
lectures and other events. 

*ff understand that the 
progress made has been 
enormous.” the Duke of 
Kent told reporters. 

“The two teams working 
together have had the most 
ideal cooperation, and pos- 
sibilities for the future of 
that region seem very 
promising.” 

Prince Hassan said 


(Continued on page 7) 


37 firms, unions and banks 
to boycott talks on savings 
funds provisional law 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Representa- 
tives of 37 major compa- 
nies, professional unions 
and banks announced Tues- 
day they will boycott a pro- 
posed meeting with the 
government to discuss a 
draft law on the private sec- 
tor's savings funds which 
are estimated at JD250 mil- 
lion. 

At a meeting held at the 
Professional Unions build- 
ing, the representatives of 
savings funds called on 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali to withdraw 
the draft law and declare it 
void. 

The announcement was 
the latest in the confronta- 
tion between the private 
sector and the government 
over the controversial law 
which drew criticism from 
all concerned parties. 

Contrary to the current 
law, the government’s draft 
law calls, among other 
things, to impose restric- 
tions on the management of 
these funds and taxes on the 
savings. Furthermore, the 
savings could not be with- 
drawn until the employees 
reach retirement age. 

The proposed law also 


calls for depositing the sav- 
ings in what is described as 
“custodian bank” and for 
appointing a government- 
sponsored agency to over- 
see these savings. 

The current law authoris- 
es elected representatives 
from each firm to run the 
saving fund of the entity 
and exempts these saving 
from income tax. 

The draft law’ c reared 
panic among all general 
assemblies which threat- 
ened to dissolve the funds 
ahead of a government 
“surprise'’ move to enforce 
the Jaw. 

‘Tt is difficult to trust the 
government,” said Moham- 
mad Saved, from the Jor- 
dan Electricity Company, 
to the meeting. 

“We have to show pur 
rejection to the draft law 
and boycott the upcoming 
meeting with the govern- 
ment” said Mr. Sayed. 
referring to the April 1 
meeting at the Centra] 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) with 
a seven-man committee 
which drafted the law’. 

Deputy chairman of the 
Bar Association, Samir 
Khirfan, told the 


(Continued on page 7) 


Annan appeals for peace 
on last leg of Mideast tour 

U.N. chief criticises settlements, says 
Arafat has done ‘quite a bit’ on security 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — UN. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
made a vibrant call for 
renewed efforts to save the 
stalled peace process Tuesday 
on the first official visit to 
Israel by a head of the United 
Nations. 

“I appeal to all concerned 
that we work in partnership to 
move this process forward.’' 
Mr. Annan said during a joint 
news conference alongside 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

“The only direction this 
region must go is peace,” he 
said. “1 think we can make it 
happen. The people of the 
region deserve it" 

On the last leg of a regional 
tour which also took him to 
Lebanon. Syria, Egypt Jordan 


and the Palestinian territories. 
Mr. Annan declared hims elf 
“very encouraged” by whar he 
had heard. 

‘There is scepticism about 
peace, but there is also lots of 
hope." 

He and Ml Netanyahu dis- 
cussed both die deadlocked 
Israeli-Palestinian peace nego- 
tiations and new Israeli pro- 
posals for withdrawing from 
the buffer zone it occupies in 
south Lebanon. 

Mr. Arman reminded his 
Israeli hosts that “land for 
peace is the basis for (be peace 
process," but also said land's 
security concerns were legiti- 
mate. 

He cautioned Ml 
N etanyahu however • against 
making excessive security 


demands oN Pales tinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat, whom he 
met Monday in Gaza Gty. 

“We need to concede that 
he's done quite a bit” on secu- 
rity, be said. 

“There’s a lot more to be- 
done and I think we should 
help him carry out this respon- 
sibility but be careful scare- 
times too much pressure can 
make things difficult for him," 
he said. 

“Peace reinforces security 
and security reinforces peace, 
and we need to find a way of 
moving these two forward,” he 
said 

Mr. Netanyahu defended his 
refusal to expand a planned 


(Continued on page 7) 


Olmert moving to expand 
Jerusalem westwards 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel prevented by 
the Oslo peace accords from 
carrying out plans to expand 
Jerusalem into the Vvfest Bank, 
will soon move to extend the 
dty westwards into Israeli ter- 
ritory. officials said Tbesday. 

A spokesman for Mayor 
Ehud Olmert, a member of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's Likud 
Party, said plans had been 
drawn up to annex a number of 
towns into the Jerusalem 
municipality. 

He declined to provide 
details but Israeli media report- 
ed that Mr. Netanyahu’s ■gov- 
ernment would soon submit a 
bill to parliament to bring the 
Jewish towns of Mevasseiet 
Zion, Motza and T sur Hadassa 
and die Arab village of Abu 


Ghosh into Jerusalem’s munic- 
ipal boundaries. 

The government is going 
ahead with the plan despite the 
fact that Jerusalem has a rela- 
tively low population density 
with 620,000 residents living 
in an area of 123-square kilo- 
metres. 

But Israeli officials are wor- 
ried about a stagnation in the 
Jewish population of the dty 
— largely due to the high cost 
of housing which forces young 
couples to move into the sub- 
urbs — while the Arab popula- 
tion of illegally annexed east 
Jerusalem continues to grow. 

A census conducted clandes- 
tinely in December by the 
Palestinian National Authority 
set the Arab population of east 
Jerusalem at 210.000, well 
above earlier estimates of 170- 


180,000. 

Israeli media reported that 
Mr. Olmert’s plan was to even- 
tually also annex to Jerusalem 
a large segment of the occu- 
pied West Bank containing a 
number of Jewish settlements. 

The broader plan would 
reportedly extend the city at 
least eight kilometres into the 
West Bank to encompass 
Made Adunrim, the largest 
settlement with 20.000 settlers. 

Ml Netanyahu’s chief of 
staff, Moshe Leon, said Tues- 
day that “for political reasons” 
the government’s current plans 
did not include expanding 
Jerusalem towards the east, a 
move which would be in clear 
violation of the Oslo peace 
accords with the Palestinians. 


Israeli proposals ‘worse’ than south 
Lebanon occupation — Syrian FM 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk 
Sham said in remarks pub- 
lished Tuesday that recent 
Israeli proposals for a pullout 
from southern Lebanon were 
“worse" than a continued, 
occupation of the region. 

■Israeli proposals concern- 
ing a pullout from south 
Lebanon are worse than main- 
taining the occupation and 
meant to sabotage Lebanese- 
Syrian relations.” Mr. Sharaa 
told the London-based daily 
AJ Havar. 

Mr. Sharaa said UN. Securi- 
ty Council Resolution 425 “as 
we see it and as it should be 
interpreted by the United 
Nations, asks Israel to with- 
draw immediately and without 
conditions [from southern 
Lebanon] " he said 

“When Israel withdraws 


without conditions and gets 
back to fae terms of the [1949] 
truce accord, the Lebanese 
people would have achieved 
their objective and Syria 
would be satisfied because 
Lebanon would have scored a 
victoiy over Israel” he said 
The ceasefire agreement 
was reached in 1949 at the end 
of the first Arab-Israeli wan 
“The only (official] docu- 
ment concerning an Israeli 
pullout from south Lebanon is 
a letter from Israel’s represen- 
tative to the United Nations 
which included a large num- 
ber of conditions far 
Lebanon." be said 
Among the conditions were 
the dismantling of the 
Lebanese resistance, the incor- 
poration of Israel’s allied 
South Lebanon Army militia 
into the Lebanese army and 


security guarantees along the 
Lebanese-Israeli international 
border from the Beirut govern- 
ment. 

“It looks as if Israel was the 
victim and Lebanon had occu- 
pied its territories," Ml Sharaa 
said 

He added that Damascus 
“cannot give any guarantees in 
the absence of a comprehen- 
sive peace. Israel should with- 
draw promptly and without 
anyone's permission. 

“The Israelis say that we are 
preventing the Lebanese [from 
reaching an agreement],” said 
Ml Sharaa. 

“The truth is that the 
Lebanese came to inform us 
that they rejected the Israeli 
conditions and that maintain- 
ing the occupation was more 
honourable than the Israeli 
proposals," he said 
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Reports on new center-left political party to be led by ex-prime ministers is ‘wishful thinking’ 
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By Ghadcer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Politicians have 

dismiwwt a«; "wighfitl Thinking 77 

local media reports suggesting 
the possible oration of a new 
centre-left Jordanian political 
party led by two former pome 
tntnistexs. 

TheAlBflad weekly said this 
Week that fo rmer prime mims- 


Abdul Karim Kabsriti and 




.’lA- 




Ttv 


,;!lr '■ 


Taher Masri had pur their differ- 
ences aside and were working 
cm launching a new liberal party. 

Ml Kabarin, contacted by the 
Jordan Tines, declined any 


comment on the report while 
Ml Masri could not be reached 

However, politicians dose to 
than said the two men had no' 
plans to set up a political party 
that would have presumably 
capitalised on their grassroots 
following. 

A politician dose to Mr. 
Kabariti said that while tire ex- 
premkr-nimed-banto enjoyed 
good personal ties- with Me 
Masri, their rapport ’ “has not 
readied the pomi of setimg up a 
joint political outfit noris there, 
fix the time bring, any intention 
of doing so." 

He said that while Mr. Kahar- 


irt'who is now deputy speaker 
of the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment, and Mr. Masri, a forma* 
deputy “have many agreements 
on the political level they also 
have tfadr political differences.” 
He explained that the media 
reports may have been spatted 
fay what can be considered as 
“wishful thinking cm the part erf 
well-meaning politicians who 
would like to see the two men 
working together.” 

Political observers said the 
(women could pull solid follow- 
ing across the Kingdom if they 
decide to jean hands in apolitical 
party, that would tiy to slop what 


foe opposition calls a continued 
regression in public freedoms 
since democracy was launched 
in 1989. 

On several occasions in the 
past, Mr. Masri was reported to 
be working on a political party 
that would include opposition 
leaders such as Ahmad Obddat 
and Toujan Faisal. 

Ml Obddat. a former prime 
minister and General Intdli- 
gence Department (GID) chief, 
has emeiged as a vehement crit- 
ic of local government policies 
and of Jordan’s 1994 peace 
treaty with Israel while Ms. 
Faisal, a former liberal deputy, is 


also a strong critic of the regime. 

However, none of Mr. Masri ’s 
reported plans have so far mate- 
rialised. 

Ml Masri and Mr. Obddat. 
who served as prime ministers 
in 1991 and 1984 respectively, 
have been vocal in criticising 
offidal policies, especially on 
Israel and Iraq. Ml Kabariti a 
known critic of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, has largely refrained 
from making any public com- 
ments on political developments 
in the counoy since be left office 
in March 1997. 


In a lecture delivered Monday. 
Mr. Obeidau the chairman of the 
Royal Committee which drafted 
the National Charier in 1990. 
said the document, which delin- 
eated perimeters for political 
action in the country, had been 
abandoned. He said the current 
state of affairs would have been 
different had the charter been in 
place and respected. 

Mr. Kabariti and Me Masri 
have cultivated respect for their 
dynamic styles and populist 
appeals though in their own 
ways, politicians said. 

Mr. Kabariti crossed lines in 
hi* political discourse, drawing 


strong widely-based support, 
while provoking many opposed 
to his agenda and style of gov- 
erning. 

Ml Masri, who was bom in 
Nablus in the West Bank. Is con- 
sidered a liberal who draws sup- 
port mainly from Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin, especially 
Jotdan’s economic efae. A coali- 
tion of Islamists and ultra- 
nationalists in parii ament forced 
Mr. Masri to resign six months 
after his appointment as premieL 

While Ml Kabariti lobbied 
deputies to help Ml Masri win 
the speakership of the Lower 
House of Parliament in 1993, 


the two politicians fell out over 
the latter’s apparent manoeu- 
vring to win Islamist support for 
fas second campaign to win the 
speakership in 1994. 

Instead, Ml Kabariti used his 
good offices in parliament and 
supported Sa’d Hayel Stout, 
who won the post 

Unlike Ml Obeidat, an “old 
guard” who continues to be 
haunted by his past as former 
GID chief during die pre- 
democracy era. Ml Masri and 
Ml Kabariti are seen as belong- 
ing to the new generation erf 
reformists with popular agen- 
das. 
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Seven condemned to death in 
Algeria for bishop’s 1996 murder 


ALGIERS (AFPl — An 
Algerian court on Monday 
condemned seven Islamists to 
death for the 1996 murder of 
the Roman Catholic bishop of 
Oran, the official Algerian 
news agency APS said. 

An eighth defendant in the 
case was sentenced to three 
years in prison, another was 
given a two-year suspended 
jail ifrmi. while two others 
were acquitted. 

A 12th defendant who had 
been on the run. gave himself 
up while the trial was in 


progress, a local journalist 
said. The prosecutor had 
asked only for four death sen- 
tences for the murder of Bish- 
op Pierre Ciaverie. who was 
killed with his driver 
Mohamed Bouchikhi when a 
bomb exploded in the bish- 
op's palace of Oran on Aug. 
i. 1996. Ciaverie was return- 
ing home after a meeting with 
the then French Foreign Min- 
ister Herve de Chnrette. who 
was visiting Algeria. 

Authorities said the three 
who actually committed the 


murder, allegedly members of 
the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). were killed by security 
forces several months larer. 

The defendants at the dal 
which began Sunday v^pre 
accused of belonging to a ter- 
rorist group and taking part in 
an ambush and premeditated 
murder. They had allegedly 
acted as a support group for 
the hit-squad providing shel- 
ter. transport and reconnais- 
sance. 

The local journalist said 
several of the accused 


claimed that their confessions 
had been tortured out of them. 

Those sentenced to death 
were only partially identified 
being named as Kaddour A.. 
Mohammad O.. Ahmad K.. 
Benyahia A.. Abdelkrim B., 
Houari L.B. and Ahmad S. 

The killing of Ciaverie was 
said to have been ordered by 
the GlA’s leader for western 
.Algeria. Mustapha Akkil. 2S. 
who has a price of some 
S65.000 on his head 


U.N. agency warns against food, 


water shortages in Middle East 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Poor Middle East countries 
.ire being hit hard by a com- 
bination of soaring food 
costs and tumbling export 
revenue, the head of the 
U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation IFAO) said 
here Tuesday. 

"The high cost of food 
imports combined with the 
loss of income from com- 
modity exports as a result of 
falling prices and increasing 
debt burden, have caused 
serious problems for many 
low- income food-deficit 
countries." said FAO Direc- 
tor General Jacques Diouf. 

This has "slowed their 
progress toward the 
achievement of food securi- 
ty." he added in his speech 
at the opening of the 24th 
FAO Middle East confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Diouf said that 
despite the oil-for-food pro- 
gramme which allows Iraq 
to sell limited amounts of 
crude oil in order to buy 
food and medical supplies, 
"malnutrition remains a 
serious concern” there. 

Tire Middle East is largely 
dependent on food imports. 


which will increase by 71 
per cent in the next 12 
years. These imports will 
rise to 75.5 million tonnes 
in 2010 compared to 44 
million tonnes in ! 988-90. 
according to FAO figures. 

Sixteen per cent of people 
in the Middle East, or 74 
million people, suffer from 
malnutrition. 

Afghanistan, Djibouti. 
EgvpL Kazakhstan. Mauri- 
tania. Morocco. Somalia. 
Sudan. Syria. Tajikistan. 
Turkmenistan and Yemen 
are in the weakest position 
food- wise, according to an 
FAO report. 

Mr. Diouf reminded agri- 
culture ministers and repre- 
sentatives from 29 Middle 
East countries that one goal 
of the 1996 FAO world 
summit in Rome, signed by 
1S6 countries, was "to at 
least cut by half the number 
of today’s SCO million 
chronically hungry people 
in the .world, bv the \car 
2015.” 

Promoting investment in 
agriculture is one of the 
FAO's objectives, he added. 

In 1995-97. the FAO drew 
up S756 million in invest- 


ment projects, of w hich 370 
million would be financed 
by other organisations. In 
1996-97. 64 new agriculture 
and rural projects were 
implemented in the Middle 
East. The region is also 
plagued by a shortage of 
water. 

In 2025. there will be less 
than 700 cubic metres of 
renewable water per person 
compared to 4.780 cubic 
metres per person in other 
parts of the world, he said. 

He said. "The high varia- 
tion of rainfall subjects 
many areas of the region to 
great risks and insecure 
food production." 

Ten Middle Eastern coun- 
tries use more than 100 per 
cent of their renewable 
water resources, and water 
quality is a problem in 10 
other countries in the area. 

Mr. Diouf did not identify 
the countries in question but 
called for “efficient use of 
water." 

"Many common and tech- 
nical problems faced by 
individual countries of the 
region could better be 
solved by joining efforts." 
he said. 


Nine hurt 
in clashes 
at Istanbul 
University 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — Nine 
people were injured when 
police intervened to try to stop 
clashes between rightist and 
leftist students at Istanbul Uni- 
versity on Tuesday, the Anato- 
lia news agency reported. 

The factions were battling 
with sticks and stones. Police 
rushed in when Molotov cock- 
tails were thrown through the 
windows of the economics 
faculty and separated the 
groups. 

The clashes erupted again 
when leftists tried to drag a 
right-wing student from the 
ambulance in which he was 
being taken to hospital. Anato- 
lia said. 

Seven students and two 
policemen were hurt. 

Clashes on Turkish campus- 
es have been on the rise for 
several months. 

Student unrest and factional 
battling reached peal; levels in 
Turkey in the late 1970s and 
were cited by the military as 
being among its reasons for 
staging a coup in 1980. 
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POLICE ESCORT FOR KOFI: Palestinian police Tuesday escort U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan's car during his visit to the Jabalia Refugee Camp, near Gaza 
City. Mr. Annan cat bis visit to the camp short after being mobbed by desperate res- 
idents demanding help (AFP photo) 


Military equipment expo opens next month 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 


Somali warlords pledge to restore peace in country 


CAIRO I AFP) — Two Soma- 
li warlords on Tuesday 
pledged their determination to 
restore stability in their coun- 
try in line with a peace agree- 
ment struck in Egypt in 
December. 

Hussein Mohammad 
Aideed and Ali Muhdi 
Moliammud. in a message to 
the .Arab League, also 
appealed for urgent financial 
assistance which they said 
was needed to convene a 
r.ji’ >noJ Somali reconciliation 
conference. 

"The Somali factions are 
preparing to convene the rec- 
onciliation conference on 
Match ?! in Baidoa." Mr. 
Aideed and Mr. Ali Mahdi 
said in a written statement to 
the meeting in Cairo of Arab 
foreign ministers. 

”!t this conlerence is 
delayed it w ill be because of 


the lack of necessary funds to 
finance the conference and not 
for political reasons." the 
statement said. 

Somali factions say they 
need $4.5 million to convene 
the Baidoa conference. 

Arab League Secretary 
Genera! Esmat Abdul Meguid 
meanw hile urged the foreign 
ministers to provide Somalia 
with the necessary assistance. 

The Arab League has so far 
received 5400.000 from Qatar 
and $ J 00.000 from Kuwait 
for Somalia otiieioJs sJd. 

On Monday. Somali faction 
leader Ibroltim Dine wanted 
that the Baidoa conference 
would not take place on 
March 31. stressing, however, 
that the committee entrusted 
with preparing the forum 
would pursue its work. 

The Egyptian foreign min- 
istry. meanwhile, said it had 


Four killed as Somali gunmen 

Km* 

fight over food in Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU 5 AFP) — At least four people were killed and 
seven others wounded when gunmen fought over the distribu- 
tion of food aid in south Mogadishu on Tuesday, witnesses said 
The victims included two people who attempted to loot the 
(bod. donated by Saudi .Arabia to help people affected by dev- 
astating floods in Somalia Sate in 1997 and early this yean 
One of the guards escorting the trucks earning the food and a 
civilian were also killed in the shootout 


also received the .-same 
.%agc front Mr. Aideed and Mr. 
Ah \lohdi in which ihc war- 
lords informed Cairo iha: 
plan* vi ere underway for the 
reopening of the Mogadishu 
port and airport. 

Mohammad Shaubun. assis- 
tant Egy ptian foreign minister 
in charge of African affair-, 
also told reporters mat Cairo 
was opposed to the "Balko/iis- 


iic r. of Somalia" 

He urged ail the Somali fac- 
tions to rospect the terms of 
±e peace accord they reached 
in Gan.' in Decemter. which 
culled for the formation of a 
government. 

Somalia has had no legal 
government since the over- 
throw of the dictator Moham- 
mad Smd Bane in Januarv 
i'4'1. 


AMMAN — A two-day . 
exhibition of military equip- 
ment from more than 35 
countries will be held here 
next month, a spokesman of 
the organising committee 
said Tuesday. 

Colonel Meteb Daboubi, a 
spokesman for Jordan’s Spe- 
cial Operation Command 
(SOQ. said the fair, the sec- 
ond in less than two years, 
will focus on the weapons 
used by special forces, para- 
troopers. rapid deployment 
forces and security forces. 

He said the fair, which will 
open on April 28. will be 
organised by the London- 
based Contingent and Opera- 
tional Procurement Exhibi- 
tion tCOPEX). 

HRH Prince Abdullah, 
SOC chief, had extended an 
invitation to COPEX to 
organise the exhibition in the 
Kingdom. 

‘There are no political 
objectives behind the fair. It is 


merely to inform the partici- 
pants "on the activities and 
defence equipment to enforce 
security and peace,” he told 
the Jordan Times. 

The Israeli government will 
not be participating in the 
event, but several Israeli 
firms are expected to attend, 
said Col. Daboubi. “The 
exhibition is open for all visi- 
tors from all over the world 
without exception," he added. 

Col. Daboubi said that 
among the countries that will 
take part in the fair are the 
United Stares. Britain, Ger- 
many, Russia. France, Roma- 
nia and other European states. 

He said participants will 
exhibit small arms and light 
artillery, helicopters, night 
vision equipment, land and 
navigation systems, field sup- 
port weapons, radar and com- 
munications systems. 

Col. Daboubi emphasised 
that the fair will coincide with 
the 35th anniversary of the 
Jordanian Special Forces, and 
“live demonstrations and air- 
shows will be held during the 


rwo-day function.” 

He said that more than 50 
non-Jordanian firms are 
expected to take part in the 
exhibition, as well as at least 
20 local firms. 

He said the SOC has made 
plans to contact concerned 
Jordanian companies to 
“ensure the maximum partic- 
ipation from local firms.” 
Col. Daboubi said local 
firms are expected to show 
supplies, computer systems, 
and other items. 

He said that contrary to the 
previous exhibition, where 
entry was confined to partici- 
pants and invitees, the 1998 
fair, which be held at the 
King Abdullah Military Air 
Base, is open to all citizens. 

In T 996. several firms rep- 
resenting the Israeli military 
industry took part in the exhi- 
bition, which included sever- 
al American. Canadian and 
European weapons firms. 

It also drew visitors from 
Europe, the Far East, Africa. 
North and South America and 
Australia- 


UAE defence minister calls for 
lifting of U.N. sanctions on Iraq 


DUBAI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
defence minister. Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben R ashed A1 
Maktoum. has called for the 
lifting of the U.N. embargo 
on Iraq while denying the 
UAE was involved in 
smuggling Iraqi diesel oil. 

“We are for the lifting of 
the sanctions imposed on 
the Iraqi people” said 
Sheikh Mohammad, who is 
also crown prince of the 
emirate of Dubai, quoted in 
newspapers on Tuesday. 

He said the UAE was 
doing "every thing possible 
to help the Iraqi people 
cope with this ordeal.” 
referring to shipments of 
food and medicine sent to 
the sanctions-hit fellow 
Arab state. 

But the minister denied 


that the Emirates was serv- 
ing as a transit point for 
smuggling Iraqi diesel oil in 
violation of the sanctions, 
which have been in force 
since Iraq’s 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

"There is no proof that the 
diesel comes from Iraq.” he 
said, referring to reports 
that ships loaded with Iraqi 
fuel were being sent 
through Iranian waters to 
avoid detection by Western 
navies enforcing the embur- 
go. 

The Pentagon said earlier 
this month that the United 
States was trying to per- 
suade its Gulf allies to bol- 
ster defences against Iraqi 
oil smuggling. 

Baghdad manages to 
smuggle an estimated SIS 
to 520 million a month in 


oil products using Iranian 
territorial waters as cover, 
according to the U.S. 
Defence Department. 

The UAE decided at the 
start of March to ban barges 
from transporting oil in a 
bid to curb smuggling from 
Iraq. 

The move came after a 
barge suspected of carrying 
Iraqi diesel sank off the 
northern emirate of Ajman 
in January, spilling more 
than 4,000 tonnes *( 30,000 
barrels) into Gulf waters. 

Minister of State Sheikh 
Ham dan Ben Zayed A1 
Nahayan said after the pol- 
lution disaster that his gov- 
ernment was concerned 
about such violations and 
stressed the U AE’s commit- 
ment to U.N. resolutions on 
Iraq. 


I NEWS; ®] 
BRIEF 


Israelis arrest two. 
Palestinians suspected 
of killing settler \ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AFP) — Israeli police 
said Tuesday they had' 
arrested two Palestini- 
ans suspected of killing 
a right-wing Jewish 
settler and wounding 
another last November. 
The two students of a 

religious college ran by 
the extreme nationalist 
Ateret Cohanim came 
under automatic 
weapon fire in the old 
part of Jerusalem. 
Police said the two 
Palestinians from Abu 
Dis, a West Bank town 
adjoining Arab east 
Jerusalem, planned -to 
attack other Jewish set- 
tlers living in the 
Molsme district of the 
Old City. 


12,000 Palestinians 
allowed to make 
Christian pilgrimage 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Israeli 
military authorities will 
give 12,0(50 West Bank 
and Gaza Strip resi- 
dents visas to go on pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem 
and Nazareth for the 
Annunciation feast, a 
military spokesman 
said Tuesday. “The 
defence ministry and 
General Yaacov On, 
the coordinator of 
Israeli activities in the 
territories, decided to 
provide the required 
visas to married per- 
sons aged 25 and over 
and to minors.” 
spokesman Shlomo 
Dror said. 
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Iranian foreign 
minister to visit 
Syria, Lebanon 


TEHRAN (AFP) 
Iranian Foreign Minis- 
ter Kamal Kharazi will 
visit Syria and Lebanon 
soon with messages 
from President 

Mohammad Khatami, 
the official IRNA news 
agency said Tuesday, 
Mr. Kharazi will spend 
March 28 and 29 in 
Damascus where he 
will meet Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A 1 Assad. 
Vice President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam and 
Foreign Minister 
Farouk Sharaa. They 
will discuss problems 
in the Muslim World 
and the Middle East. 
IRNA said. The news 
agency did not give the 
dates of Mr. Kharazi's 
visit to Beirut or the 
names of those whom 
he will meet there. 
However^ Iranian 
diplomats in Damascus 
said Mr. Kharazi was 
expected in Lebanon 
Sunday. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR' 


PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 Mr. Bogus Show 

16:36 French Programmes 

1S:00 Oik er Twist 

lS:?fl Drama — Neighbours 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Socn.;*: MjjJiinc — E = Mh 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 -Oinicd; — Campus Cops 
20:IM) Doc — The Health Show 

20:30 Tiimewaich 

21:10 ....Drama — Kung Fu 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Il (Pi unc ol'Tv-ui 

23:59 ...O’unin Mu^ic 

00:30 End ol'T.X. 


Sl Alrem Syrian 
Church Tel. "71 ol. 

Amman International Cliurch 

Tel. X658 1 '" 

German-speaking Evan Relied 
Congregatkin 71*1. s^.v'w'Ti 
The EvanpelicuJ Local Church 
inAmmanTdSI12^5 
Church of Jesus Christ of loi- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4to49?2 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle Cohere TeL 5^6 1 "57 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
462354! 

Church of Presentation. ii- 


sc - j'* calm. 


EMERGENCIES 


The Islamic. Abdli _ 
Hussein Nfcdkal 


___5fVvS[51/7 
Cenrrc Td. 


103)314111 


Amman rsa/IJ 

Aqaba 1 1.'23 

DcscrLs 

Jordan Valiev 0\'2 ' 


Vowrday '-high iempera:u.~e»: 
Amman II. Aqaba 21 
ii\ rc.vJing-: Amman 6- per 
ccni. Aqaba ?4 per cent. 


F.- vj Ccr.atJ Centre 46371 1 1 

Cr.-;! Dcfrrts Determent 3661 1 1 1 
C'.ii PcfJSK Immediate Res- 

Cr.;I Dereree Emeigencj....J99 
Racac I'. ’2.4621 1 1 1.4637777 

F:re Bricaie _...46)7roi 

Bank. 775121 

HLT.V'jy Police. 843402 


8.VSRI3.S56K56 
Luzmih 


.4630195 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUn 


Traf:" Rs^xao 

Pab::; Secariiy Dept ....4630321 
K.-tfe! Compiaint,.. AQ58QO 

Free C.r-mplamts 5661 17fi 

‘■Vajr i Se’iS3K C.Tnpbnt- ji97J6“ 
A”T.ar. Municipality Com- 


PRAYER TIMES 

fieri Tel 5920146 



7R711I 

04:12 


The filiate Catholic Church 
Td. 4624757 


Te!ephore 'nfemuiion ' direct ■> 

05:30 


The English-Language 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim .. . . v v C” 

Call* 

oKr'u 

11:42 


Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 

Dr. Walk) Qaddumi >. c 5542 

Araman Telephone 

15:11. 


EvanjaJical Free Church Td. 

Dr. Bahjat Bader "5Ki?2 

Rer-air' 

4623101 

17:54, 


R92679 

Firas pharmact 5661912 

ANiJi Tel. Repairs.. 

.566110! 

19:11. 

-I>ha 

The Baptist Church TeL 

Fcrdows pharmao ...*W2& ; • 

Jordc.’’ Te!f. Uion 

...773111 



4628052 

Al Asema pharmacy .. 4^;■l)7.' 

Rad: ’ Jordan 

774111 


CHLUCHES 

The Armenian Cathulie 

Al Salum pharmacy 4636?3 : ) 

Vv’aier A-j:hi ipty 

.5680100 


Khalidi Matemi[>......464428 D6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Motemirv 
4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ....5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ...J669131 

University Hospital S45S45 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 5667227/9 
Al-Ah!i. Abdali _56WIW/6 

Italian. .Al-Muhajreen 777 10 1/3 

Al- Bashir. 7751 J 1/26 

.Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
Anal Hospital 5674155 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian <RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. 1 44 >53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
1 52701.) » or 44*53250). 


ARRIVALS 


Church 771331 


Tel. 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
SudfieKTcl 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

46327S5 

SL Joseph Church 

4624590 

Terra Sancta Church 
4622366 

Anglican Church 

4624S5 3/462481 1. 


WEATHER 


bv the 


Tel. 


Tel. 


Builcrin *nppl 
Department of Maco/vh y; 
Temperatures are expsctcJ in 
rise, sties partly cloud} lu 
sunny, and w ind-- easterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds 

will be northerly moderate and 


Vacnul) pharmacy .4644^45 
Shmeisani pharmacy 4n37Mn) 

Nairoukh pharmacy . 

Najih pharmacy 347632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh ...2500S9 

Al Quds pharmaev < — ■ 

ZAROA: 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawi 985445 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...9854 1 T 


J. Elccrr^-.:} Authomy ...Sl 5615 

EsiSr.c Power Co- 4636381 

FJ Fu^ht Information.. ..44- 
532i.*i 

AIL isL Aiipm -.JJ-533K1 


ZARQA: 

Zotqa Guvl Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zorqa National HtwpiLil 

(09)f*tX)560 

Ibn Sina Hospital „...(( Wi9S6732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
- - - 1 09 |9pn99 


IRBID: 

Princess 


HOSPITAJLS 


Greek 


AMMVN: 

Tre A-ab Cenw frr Hart and Spe- 
^5921199 


Basma Hospital 

(02(275555 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Heya Hospital 


Ibn 


Royal Jordanian (RJ> 

Flights 

Damascus (RJj 

LamacaiRj) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi ( Rj j 
1^:00 Nc» York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:50 Istanbul i Rjj 

1T:4S Brussels. Geneva i RJj 

18:10 RomeiRj) 

18:10 -Madrid. Frankfurt (RJ) 

I8: ]° Londoaberlin/RJ) 

18: ^0 PnnsAMcnnaiRJj 

^ :1 ° Beirut (Rjj 

°° :0 ' - Cairo tRJi 

01:59 Jeddah (add MRJ) 


Other Flights 

05:50 Bucharest i RO) 


09:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:15 Doha, Al Hudaidah (IY) 

*0^30 Jeddah (SV) 

*0:50 — Kuwait (KU) 

*3:10 — Tunis(TU) 

13:25 Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 
13:45 ....Khartoum (add) (RJ) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15: ^P Algiers (AH) 

16:05 Karachi Abu Dhabi t?K) 

2° :1 ° Beirut (ME) 

21:10 ...Paris, Damascus (AF) 

-Athens (OA) 

^ :15 London (BA) 

23:30 ....London, Beirut (BA) 
23:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marks Air- 
port) (RWj 

17:20 Tel Aviv (RW> 

18:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

Aqaba (RW) 

22.50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW 

DEPARTURES 

08:26 Amsterdam. New York (RJ| 

?? --Rome (RJ) 

Befin- London (Rj) 

I»-30 : ^ SanbuI (W) 

Colombo (RJ) 

20.05 ..Riyadh. Dhahran CRT) 


20:10 Cairo (RO 

20:15 Bombay (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain, DobafRJ) 

20:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00 Calcptta, Bangkok (RJ) 

21:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

00:40 „.Sana*(RJ) 


Other Flights 

00:35 ^Amsterdam (KW | , u 

01^5 ...Bucharest (R0)j JF-Rn \ r , (#x 

06:35 Larnaca (CY) [ wj- 

08:00 .Beirut (ME) ^T!\\ } 

08:25 London (BA) . ^ 


l(h30 


11:15 Al Hudaidah. Ada (TO b w ^ ia 


12:00 JCuwaitfKWfNf,^ 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) Ja ^ 

14:10 ... ..Tunis (TO) ; 

14:20 ShariqahtAffl. 

15:15 ..Bahrain. Muscat (GF)j 

15:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) I 

15:30 - Dote (QW a 


15:50 Vienna (OS) : 

ia.ia (PK) i . 'j Iv . ’■ : . 


19:30 Abu Dhabi Karachi ffD - j k \ 


23:55 


.Damascus. Pans (A® | 1 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 Amman (MarteAf* 





08: 


09^0 .Amman K ^. 


1 6:45 ... A mman | P rt L »( 


Port) (RW) 

17:55 .TelAvW-^1 

20:30 Amman (QAIA) 
21:50 



.Cairo (M®) 1 r -J|r 


Home News 
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Charges 

dropped 

against 

mother 

accused of 

burning 

children 


By Alia Shukrr Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A case against a 
27 -year-old mother who 
allegedly tortured her three 
children was dismissed Tues- 
day after their father dropped 
the charges and forced his 
sons to change their state- 
ments, an official said. 

The father, who remarried 
several months ago. apparent- 
ly forced the boys to deny that 
their mother tried to bum 
them with a heated knife 
because he feared the court 
might grant him custody of 
the children, the official said. 

Together with two other 
siblings, the three boys, who 
sustained bums on their faces 
and other parts of their bodies, 
live with their mother. 

Police arrested the mother 
Monday after the children’s 
school took the youngsters to 
a family protection centre at 
the Shmeisani police station 
and showed officers the bums 
inflicted on the boys, aged 
between five and nine, the 
official- said. 

The school filed a com- 
plaint agains t the mother, be 
added 

“The coroner examined the 
three children and stated that 
the eldest son suffered from 
bums on the upper lip and 
right wrist, while the second 
son. seven, had bums on the 
thee and the right arm. The i 
third son, five, suffered from 1 
bums on the face and the 
palm of his right hand.” he ; 

saidsu a i ,/ a ijj.; 

(The official said the mother ' 
first, dehpied ,sh$’had hurt jtfae 
children but iarer said she 
wanted to harm them to take 
revenge on her husband for 
his recent marriage. 

“Later, she changed her 
statement,'' he told the Jordan 
Times. 

Tie mother was later 
released 

“We will pursue the matter 
with the school administra- 
tion. and the Ministry of 
Social Development to make 
sure that this does not happen 
again,” the official added 


what’s 
going on 


FILMS 

* “Divine Wads" at Institu- 
te Cervantes. Jabal Amman on 

Thursday, March 26 at 430 
pm 

* ‘The Italian Artist Gtrttuso 
— 1912“ at Darai Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh on Thursday, 
March 26 at 530 pm (pre- 
sented and commented on in 
Arabic by Dr. Mazen Asfbur). 

* “Apollo 13” at the Ameri- 
can Center, Abdoun, on Thurs- 
day. March 26 at 5:00 pm 

* “Loch Ness” at British 
Council Jabal Amman at 5:00 
pm 

AMMAN INTERNATION- 
AL 

THEATRE FESTIVAL 

* Two plays im Arabic! enti- 
tled “And IT fWalaw) and “A 
Memory of Three Boxes" at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 
730 pm and 9:00 pm 
respectively. 

LECTURES 

* Lecture (in Arabic) enti- 
tled “Valle-Indan’s Aesthetic; 
the Ugliness” by Dt Rifeat 
Atfe at Institute Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman at 630 pm 

* Lecture (in Arabic) by Jor- 
danian author Jamal Abu 
Harridan about his bode 
“Beautiful Death" and a study 
by Iraqi critic Trad AT Kubeisi 
at Data Al Funun, Jabal Weib- 
deh at 6:00 pm 

* “Desert Castles” by Dn 
Fawzi Zayyadeen at the 
Friends of Archaeology Centre 
(Tel. 5930682) at 6:00 pm 



HRH Princess Basina and Ms. Farah Daghestan! attend a workshop Tuesday focus- 
ing on setting priority areas for women's research In JordanfPhoto by Yousef ’Allan) 

Princess Basma attends workshop 
on prioritising women’s. research 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Princess Basma attended a 
workshop Tuesday on 
determining the priorities 
for research on Jordanian 
women. 

The workshop, organised 
by the Princess Basma 
Women’s Resource Centre 
(PBWRC), focused atten- 
tion on a proposal to begin 
a new research programme 
on Jordanian women’s 
affairs. 

The workshop focused on 
four main themes: repro- 
ductive health, social, eco- 
nomic and environmental 
situation, decision-making, 
and political participation 


and legislation. 

During her opening 
remarks. Ms. Farah Dagh* 
estanj reviewed the 
PBWRC 's plans in 
research and studies. She 
stared that the workshop 
seeks to determine the most 
pressing priorities for 
women in light of recent 
developments and socio- 
economic changes. 

She said the centre has 
been conducting research 
on involvement by Jordan- 
ian women in the labour 
market, their contributions 
to development projects, 
and the reasons behind the 
withdrawal of some 


women from such partici- 
pation. 

She said the studies on 
reproductive health, as well 
as family planning, focused 
on the social and economic 
factors and their impact on 
fertility rates. 

According to Ms. Farah 
Daghestani. the centre has 
also conducted studies on 
women in rural regions and 
recommended that an 
assessment be made of the 
income-generating projects 
in rural areas. 

Participants at the meet- 
ing reviewed current 
research and plans for new 
studies. 


Pharmacists’ union to seek clarification 
on members’ voting eligibility 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Pharmacists Association Presi- 
dent Abdul Rahim Issa Tues- 
day said the association's for- 
mer board will approach die 
legal committee at the Prime 
Ministry today to' determine 
which-idemhfiit of foe -4,000* : 
strong union would be eligible 
to vote in new association elec- 
tions. 

The pharmacists' association 
board was dissolved earlier this 
month in a High Court of Jus- 
tice decision that rendered last 
April’s general assembly elec- 
tions null and void. 

In the elections, die general 
assembly voted for a president 
and a nine-member board, 
heavily dominated by 
Islamists. Five general assem- 
bly members challenged the 
“legality" of the election 
results, saying that some votes 
were invalid because members 
bad not paid (heir association 
dues — a requirement for vot- 
ing. 

“We will abide by the court’s 
derision. The question now is 
whether or not we will be con- 
sidering the votes of the paid- 
up members In 1997 or the 


votes of the paid-up members 
in 1998, and we are asking the 
legal committee to determine 
what wifi be the proper proce- 
dure.” said Dr. Issa. 

The court derision showed 
that 177 members who voted in ' 
■JhE April 1997 electipos pricb 
their membership fees with 
postdated cheques while 52 
others submitted cheques that 
bounced. 

Minister of Health and Med- 
ical Care Ashraf Kindi has 
called on the previous board to 
run the association’s day to day 
affairs and organise new elec- 
tions. 

Members of the dissolved 
board have already expressed 
an interest in running in the 
upcoming elections, which, 
according to Dt Issa. will be 
held in May. 

Dn Issa said that the board 
was “generally disappointed" 
with the court’s verdict. 

“None of our associations’ 
boards have ever been dis- 
solved for this reason, although 
it is highly likely that there 
were many who bod not paid or 
had not paid in full on the day 
of the ejections,’’ be said 


He declined to comment on 
whether or not the derision by 
die five members who pursued 
file issue at the*High Court was 
a political one. 

*The feet of the matter is thai 
this is a derision that we must 
honour” be said "It doesn’t 
matter what 1 or anyone else 
thinks.” 

This is the second time in 
three years that general assem- 
bly members of a professional 
association have contested the 
legality of an association's 
elections. In 1995, the Jordan 
Bar Association’s elections 
were contested by then-Minis- 
ter of Justice Hisham Al Tal 
and defeated presidential can- 
didate Khaiaf Massa'deh. 

Prior to the elections, the jus- 
tice minister forbade the partic- 
ipation ofWest Bank members, 
leading to a tug of war between 
the bar and the ministry. The 
ministry nullified the ballots of 
die West Bank members while 
the bar association included 
them in the tally. The case was 
dropped when the president of 
the bar, Kama! Nasser, was 
appointed to a ministerial post. 


TB incidence rate one of lowest in region — Kurdi 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Health and Medical 
Care Ashraf Kurdi on 
Tuesday said the 1997 
incidence rate of tubercu- 
losis in Jordan was nine 
cases per 100.000 people, 
one of the lowest rates in 
the eastern Mediterranean 
region. 

In a statement issued on 
the occasion of World 


Tuberculosis Day, Dr. 
Kurdi said the ministry has 
adopted the goal of elimi- 
nating tuberculosis by the 
year 2010. and has there- 
fore implemented a short- 
term strategy to deal with 
the cases discovered in Jor- 
dan. 

Jordan has bad a pro- 
gramme for the control of 
tuberculosis in place since 


the 1950s, he added. 

Dr. Kurdi said the dis- 
ease kills three million 
people a year and debili- 
tates another nine million. 

Although the disease dis- 
appeared for a long time, it 
has made a comeback due 
to many factors, including 
the spread of ArDS and 
transmission patterns. Dr. 
Kurdi said. 


Concerted development efforts needed 
to overcome water shortage — Majali 


AMMAN (Petra i — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali on Tuesday said 
concerted public and pri- 
vate sector efforts are 
needed to overcome Jor- 
dan's lack of water and 
energy resources in the 
course of the country’s 
development. 

In an address delivered 
on his behalf by Minister 
of Water and Irrigation 
Munther Haddadin at a cer- 
emony in observance of 
World Water Day, Dr. 
Majali said the government 
is working in conjunction 
with the private sector to 
prepare a five-year socio- 
economic plan that will 
include development plans 
and explanations of the 
government's policies in 
this regard. 

“The cost of water in 


advanced nations does not 
rise above one per cent of 
the national income, but in 
Jordan it is around six per 
cent, equally shared by the 
state treasury and the "pub- 
lic,” according to the prime 
minister's address. 

The high cost of water is 
attributed to the imbalance 
between population and 
resources, the poor geo- 
graphic distribution of pop- 
ulation, and ineffective 
water networks and water 
resources management, as 
well as the high cost of 
energy needed for water 
supply operations, he said. 

“We do not see any hope 
of reducing the cost of 
water, since the facts are 
clear to us. We are certain 
that the cost of water will 
he even higher in the years 
ahead and we are facing 


major challenges in this 
respect. 

“There is need to 
increase the economic 
growth rates and the 
national income, improve 
the quality of the water net- 
works and prepare a clear 
water Strategy,” Dr. Majali 
said. 

Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation Secretary Gener- 
al Qusay Quteishat told the 
.audience that the popula- 
tion growth rate in Jordan, 
which stands at 3.6 per 
cent annually, is placing 
pressure on water 
resources, as are factors 
such as forced immigra- 
tion, improvement in living 
conditions and urban 
development. 

The ministry has devel- 
oped policies for managing 
underground water 


resources, 75 per cent of 
which is used for drinking, 
and drawn up plans for the 
use of surface and stored 
rain water for irrigation, 
according to Mr. Quteishat. 
He noted that the ministry 
plans to spend some $780 
million in the coming five 
years on developing these 
resources. 

The meeting was organ- 
ised by the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation in 
conjunction with the Jor- 
dan Environment Society 
and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 

After the • opening ses- 
sion, Dr. Haddadin hon- 
oured Jor dani an organisa- 
tions that have contributed 
to a programme for raising 
public awareness on the 
need to economise on 
water consumption. 


International Ensour meets with Japanese 


theatre 
festival 
starts today 

By Omar Kamil 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Amman 
International Theatre Fes- 
tival for Independent 
Groups will start today at 
the Roval Cultural Centre 
(RCC)." 

The festival is scheduled 
to kick off at 5:00 p.m. 
with a festival parade, 
which will lead an esti- 
mated 250 participants 
from Sports City Circle to 
the RCC, where a recep- 
tion will be held at 6:00 
p.ra. 

The festival's two open- 
ing plays both hail from 
Jordanian groups. At 7:00 
p.ra. at the Studio stage, 
the first play, written, 
directed and performed by 
Jordanian Ghada Saba. 
“As If...” will start, and 
Sawsen Darwaseh’s 
“Three Boxes Memory” 
will begin at the main 
stage at 8:30 p.m. 

Although both plays will 
be performed in Arabic, 
there is a simultaneous 
translation service avail- 
able in the main hall. This 
service is available for all 
the plays performed here 
throughout the duration of 
the festival. 

During the two-week 
festival, 18 plays from 
around the world will be 
performed. Participants 
come from all over the 
Arab World as well as 
Sweden, France. India and 
Indonesia. Performances 
will take place at the RCC 
and AJ Mashini Theatre in 
Amman, and Al Sharq 
Theatre at Yarmouk Uni- 
versity in Irbid. 

Apart from the actual 
performances, there will 
also be a number of work- 
shops covering various 
aspects of thearre produc- 
tion and performance. 
Programmes are available 
from the organisers, as are 
bilingual (Arabic and 
English) newsletters that 
will be published through- 
out the duration of the fes- 
tival. 


consultative delegation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Acting 
Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour conferred Tuesday 
with a Japanese consulta- 
tive delegation of industry 
experts entrusted with con- 
ducting studies on develop- 
ing policies for Jordan’s 
industry. 

Discussion centred 
among other things on pro- 
viding the delegation mem- 
bers with the necessary 
facilities to ensure success 
in laying down a national 
industrial strategy. 

Expressing satisfaction 
with the Kingdom’s rela- 
tions with Japan, Dr. 
Ensour said Jordan was 
grateful for Japan’s eco- 
nomic support. 

The acting prime minister 
expressed the government's 
readiness to continue offer- 
ing the necessary facilities 
to the delegation’s mem- 
bers, savins that their 
endeavours are designed 
not only to develop Jor- 
dan’s industry, but also to 
create jobs for the unem- 
ployed. 


Also Tuesday, Dr. Ensour 
chaired a regular Cabinet 
meeting, during which 
approval was given to the 
exchange of memoranda 
between the Jordanian and 
Japanese governments con- 
cerning Japan's $6.6 mil- 
lion gram for medical 
equipment for government 
hospitals. 

Japan is offering this 
grant under its foreign aid 
programme, according to a 
Cabinet statement. Minister 
of Planning Rima Khaiaf 
has been authorised to sign 
the memoranda on behalf 
of the government 

The Council of Ministers 
approved the exchange of 
memoranda with the British 
government for a three-year 
grant of JD50 1.500 ending 
in the year 2000. Dr. Khaiaf 
was authorised to sign the 
agreement 

At the meeting, a tenders 
committee was formed^ to_- 
select contractors to build 
facilities for the 1999 Pan- 
Arab Games. 

The Cabinet consented to 


Jordan hosting the 57th 
meeting of a pan-Arab 
committee supervising edu- 
cational programmes 
beamed via radio and tele- 
vision to persons in the. 
occupied Arab territories. 

The meeting will be held 
from May 8-15. according 
to the statement, which said 
the director of the Depart- 
ment of Palestinian Affairs, 
Ibrahim Badran, will head 
the Jordanian delegation. 

The Cabinet approved 
Jordan’s participation in the 
14th executive council 
meeting of the Arab Centre 
for Studies in Dry Lands in 
Damascus on March 28. 

It also approved the for- 
mation of a delegation led 
by Minister of Health and 
Medical Care Ashraf Kurdi 
to attend the 51st session of 
the Arab Health Ministers 
Council in Geneva in May 
a nd a del egation to visit 
Yemen early next month to 
discuss civil aviation issues 
of concern to the two coun- 


Local businesses taking interactive 
commercial services to Internet 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordan’s e- 
commeree has taken the first 
step in becoming more 
interactive after a trading 
establishment and a hair 
stylist recently decided to 
market their services 
through a local Bulletin 
Board Sen ice (BBS) and 
the World Wide Web. 

Wholesalers can now surf 
Petra Trading and Industrial 
Group's (PTIG) on-line cat- 
alogue and order door-to- 
door deliveries by fax, while 
Haramodeh Salon receives 
bookings from women via 
e-mail. 

“People are more used to 
[dealing with] paper.” said 
Naim Nassar, one of PTlG’s 
owners. “If we get a decent 
turnout [in the future], we 
will make an on-line elec- 
tronic form available.” he 
added, alluding that order- 


ing via e-mail may become 
a reality within a month. 

PTIG ’s marketing savvy is 
aimed at giving Jordanians a 
friendlier, more interactive 
Web experience. Mr. Nassar 
told the Jordan Times. 

“Instead of just viewing 
text and pictures,” PTIG is 
offering “freebies" to the 
first 50 visitors who correct- 
ly answer a quiz on the 
company, the first Jordanian 
firm to do so, be added. 

“Answers are there on the 
[Internet] site," said Mr. 
Nassar. “This will encour- 
age people to surf the site.” 

In the future, more such 
competitions will be avail- 
able to Internet surfers every 
month. 

PTIG. which manufac- 
tures Hala Chips and Juice 
in Jordan, is also an agent 
for a number of worldwide 
products such as Lego. Mat- 
tel. and FisherPrice. 

In an even more digital ■ 


step, PTIG traders have 
even decided to cut a CD of 
their Web site for distribu- 
tion in place of regular 
paper brochures. 

Hammodeh Salon, near 
the Fifth Circle, shows 
examples of his best hair 
styles on the site. “I want to 
extend an electronic visit 
card so that people around 
the world recognise my 
name when I am abroad 
attending international hair 
style festivals.” 

The hair stylist and PTIG 
are available either through 
Primus, a local BBS, or the 
Web at 

www.cns.com.jo/petragroup 
and www.cns.com.jo/ham- 
modeh, respectively. 

Primus currently hosts the 
sites of 35 Jordanian com- 
panies and seven organisa- 
tions on its BBS in Amman, 
also accessible to the 
world's 65 million web 


Fortunes of tourism industry continue to be tied to regional politics 


By Amy Henderson ■ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s tourism 
industry again is exhibiting its 
sensitivity to the regional politi- 
cal situation after a gloomy start 
to this year’s high season. 

“We are starting late this year. 
Every year, we face some kind 
of crisis,” said Ziad Dakkak, 
general manager of Dakkak 
Tours and TraveL one of the top 
travel agencies in the country 
specialising in group tours. 
“1995 was a very good year for 
tourism, and since then, the 
region has fallen into chaos." 

Dakkak Tours reported that 15- 
20 per cent of group tours 
booked in February cancelled in 
part or in whole. However, Mr. 
Dakkak said most of these have 
rescheduled for the autumn high 
season, which begins in late 


September and lasts until late 
November. 

“At least things will balance 
out at the end, but we still had 
hoped for more this year” he 
said. “Between now and the fall, 
we have to hope for a stable 
regional situation.” 

Many five-star hotels are now 
offering their rooms at off-sea- 
son rates, and two tourist trans- 
port companies have cancelled 
daily tours to tourist destination 
number one, Petra. Jordan 
Express Tourist Transport 
(JETT) and Alpha stopped their 
services nearly two weeks ago 
after the low number of cus- 
tomers made the daily trip 
“financially unfeasible.” 

JETT, the country’s oldest 
tourist transport company, 
expects to resume its service in 
April, but it is likely to be the 
only one of the country’s three 


transport companies to provide 
the daily service. Alpha, which 
commenced operations in 1995, 
has stopped daily tours to all 
locations in Jordan and instead 
has focused its efforts on capital- 
ising on the upcoming Haj. 

In 1995, Jordan and Israel 
signed a bilateral agreement on 
tourism, which raised expecta- 
tions on the prospects for boost- 
ing tourism through regional 
package tours. From 1995 
through mid- 1996, travel agents 
reported having to turn away 
tourists for lack of space and 
available transportation. At the 
close of the 1996 season, private 
sector business people faulted 
the policies of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and unfavourable developments 
in the peace process for hinder- 
ing the number of arrivals. 
Tourism principles described it 


as “a year to forget." 

Travel agents have said any 
expectations of attracting more 
tourists for the spring season this 
year — mid-February through 
May — were laid to rest with the 
massacre of 67 tourists in Luxor 
and the most recent standoff 
between the U.N. and Iraq over 
weapons inspections that for 
weeks appeared dose to U.S. 
military intervention. 

The Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities has not finalised sta- 
tistics for the first two months of 
this year, but agents reported 
that arrivals from the U.S., in 
fact, were hardest hit, and 
claimed that the American mar- 
ket has proven to be the market 
most sensitive to political devel- 
opments. 

The U.S. market constitutes a 
large pan of the “religious pil- 
grimage” market, said Nihad 


Safieh, general manager of 
Bluebird Tours, which targets 
the pilgrim market. His season, 
he said, is '‘devastated.” 

Jordan is trying to boost its 
appeal to this particular market 
and late last year announced 
plans to develop the baptism site 
of Jesus Christ by the year 2000 
to capitalise on the expected mil- 
lennium rush. The sire, in Wadi 
Harrara, is roughly halfway 
between the Sheikh Hussein and 
King Hussein bridges and. as a 
military zone, was inaccessible 
prior to the 1994 peace treaty 
with Israel. 

"It is always difficult to restore 
the confidence of this market.” 
he said. "It will take another two 
years for us to gain them back, 
so we are concentrating now on 
the year 2000. But this too will 
depend on the tranquillity of the 
region. Christ or no ChrisL” 


International Traders, another 
leading agency which specialis- 
es in incentive tours, reported 
that it received cancellations 
from a number c*f American 
groups but declined to say how 
many. 

"It is difficult for us to define 
what we “lost’,” says Grace Qas- 
sis, sales and marketing manager 
at Traders. "This all depends "on 
the market you are referring to. 
American? European? Incentive 
groups? Conferences? Our 
American market was hit. Ital- 
ians. on the other hand, are hin- 
dered by nothing ” 

"We can say that the crisis with 
Iraq did affect March and April, 
which are usually crazy, but we 
think that by May. things will be 
back to normal she said. "But 
if this hadn't happened, this 
would have been our best sea- 
son.” 
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Clinton meets Ugandan leader 


in delicate phase of Africa tour 


KAMPALA (AFP) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton held 
talks Tuesday with one of 
Africa’s new generation of 
leaders. Uganda’s Yoweri 
Museveni, on the second 
day of a tour to revive 
Washington's lies with the 
continent. 

Mr. Clinton arrived in 
Kampala late overnight 
from Ghana, where he 
began his six-nation tour 
Monday, and was able to 
snatch a few hours’ sleep 
before starting a delicate 
phase of his trip in the 
strife- tom Great Lakes 


region. 

He later met President 
Museveni, who fought his 
way to power in I9S6. Mr. 
Museveni is now a duly 
elected head of state in 
Uganda who has estab- 
lished good ties with inter- 
national lending institu- 
tions. but is also a leading 
proponent of “democracy 
without political parties." 

The U.S. president's tour 
will include a summit 
Wednesday with heads of 
state from eastern and 
Central Africa, when he is 
expected to plead the caus- 
es of human rights and 


democracy among the new 
brand of strongmen who 
have largely replaced 
Africa’s post-colonial auto- 
crats, but are themselves 
often controversial. 

Ordinary' Ugandans, 
meanwhile. go( their first 
chance to see Mr. Clinton 
T uesduy afternoon, when 
he was" due to fly by heli- 
copter to the Kisowera pri- 
mary school In Mukono. 15 
kilometres east of Kampala. 

In a speech there, the U.S. 
leader plans to present an 
“Education for Democracy 
and Good Government" 
initiative, aimed at provid- 
ing basic schooling to 
African children. The 
White House asked 
Congress to put aside $26 
million for this prcigramme 
in its budget submined in 
February. 

Pupils are due to give Mr. 
Clinton a gift of pumpkins, 
officials said, while he 
would present the school 
with an encyclopaedia. 

Mr. Clinton will then visit 
a project at Wanyange vil- 
lage. close to the town of 
Jinja and the source of the 
Nile, where U.S. interests 
provide loans to women of 


up to S 150 each to start 
small businesses. 

In Ghana. Mr. Clinton 
proposed a new partnership 
with Africa but stressed the 
basic principles of human 
rights and democracy, two 
days ahead of the summit in 
Entebbe, Uganda, to be 
attended by men such as 
Mr. Museveni and the con- 
troversial Laurent Kabila of 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC). 

Ahead of Mr. Clinton’s 
tour. Washington has 
become increasingly out- 
spoken over the human 
rights and democratic 
record of President Kabila's 
ex-rebels, whom it backed 
as they ousted dictator 
Mobutu Sese Seko last May 
after three decades of 
ruinous and kleptocratic 
rule over the former Zaire. 

Mr. Kabila long stalled 
over allowing U.N. experts 
to investigate allegations of 
massacres of Rwandan 
refugees by his forces dur- 
ing his seven-month upris- 
ing. which began close to 
the heart of an ethnic pow- 
derkeg region — eastern 
Zaire. Rwanda and 
Burundi. The Kinshasa 


Papon defence in last bid to 
portray humanitarian, not monster 


BORDEAUX. France 
(AFP) — Lawyers for 
French wartime official 
Maurice Papon, charged 
with crimes against 
humanity. Tuesday forged 
on with a final week’s 
effort to portray the ageing 
defendant as humanitarian 
rather than monster. 

After last week’s sum- 
ming-up by the prosecu- 
tion and the mostly Jewish 
civil parties who have 
packed the courtroom' ‘dur- 
ing the historic five- 
months-plus trial. Maurice 
Papon and his legal team 
this week have centre 


stage. 

Maurice Papon. 87. is 
charged with rubber- 
stamping the deportation 
of 1,300 Jews while he was 
an official of the collabora- 
tionist Vichy government 
during the Nazi occupation 
of France in World War II. 

The Jews he is accused of 
deporting went to their 
deaths in Nazi camps. 

Maurice Papon is the first 
and only French civil ser- 
vant to face a modem-day 
war crimes trial, and the 
case has forced the French 
to come to grips with the 
Vichy government's war- 
time role in helping the 
Nazis. 

Surveys indicate that a 
majority feel the long trial 
has been worthwhile, even 
if. as some commentators 
now speculate. Maurice 
Papon never goes to prison 


by virtue of his age and 
lengthy appeals procedures 
in the case of a guilty ver- 
dict Friday. 

A poll published by the 
daily Le Parisien Tuesday 
showed some 60 per cent 
of those asked felt it was 
right to try Maurice Papon 
after all these years. 

They saw the trial as a 
catharsis, finally delivering 
some justice to the Jews 
who suffered. while 
informing the public about 
die. . nature of .ihe. Vichy 
government and thereby 
helping ensure the events 
are no? repeated. 

Tuesday afternoon, head 
defence lawyer Jean-Marc 
Varaut. 65. was to begin 
what was being described 
as the longest and most 
impassioned argument of 
his career: 15 hours over 
three days, concluding 
Friday afternoon. 

Then, as is the right and 
custom of all criminally 
accused in France. Maurice 
Papon himself will speak 
in his own defence before 
the nine jurors retire, in 
company of the three pre- 
siding judges as advisors, 
to deliberate their verdict. 

Monday, another of 
Maurice Papon's defence 
lawyers. Francis 

Vuillemin. began summing 
up by portray ing the 
accused as a member of the 
French Resistance and "a 
humanist" who dedicated 
his life to public service. 


Maurice Papon, he said, 
“is not afraid of a fight. His 
secret: the truth. The aim of 
his battle: to defend his 
honour to the death.” 

“There is no arrogance 
when one has neither want- 
ed nor committed crimes 
against humanity." Mr. 
Vuillemin said, countering 
the most common criti- 
cisms of Maurice Papon — 
the perceived arrogance 
and condescension with 
which he views the pro- 
ceedings against him. 

During the Vichy regime, 
the lawyer added.’ Maurice 
Papon had turned down 
three promotion offers and 
his duties as a government 
official during the 1950s 
and 1960s had been diffi- 
cult. 

Last week, the court's 
jury heard from prosecu- 
tors a different portrait of 
Maurice Papon, that of an 
“exceptionally intelligent, 
efficient and methodical" 
official who zealously- 
enforced Nazi-imposed 
laws acainst Jews in 1940- 
41. 

As the prosecutors 
summed up Thursday, 
accusing Maurice Papon of 
supplying the Nazis with 
information proving poten- 
tial deportees were Jew ish, 
and providing transport 
and passing on German 
orders to local police, the 
defendant rose indignantly 
and stormed out of the 


courtroom. 


El Nino may bring severe flooding 
to southern China, official warns 


BELTING (AFP) — 
Southern China could face 
severe flooding this year 
due to the effects of the 
weather phenomenon El 
Nino, a senior official has 
warned. 

Xinhua news agency- 
said dykes have collapsed 
along China's longest 
river, the Yangtze, in a 
stretch of some 5.9 kilo- 
metres around Jiujiang 
city in Jiangxi province. 

If the situation deterio- 
rates. a fifth of the city's 
population of 4.7 million 
people will be at risk. 
Xinhua said, quoting a 
local official. 

Dykes collapsed in 16 
places and water is just a 
few metres away from 
some houses, said Cheng 
Xuanfa. head of the 
Jiujiang Water Resources 
and Electricity Bureau. 

Since the start of winter 
the southern provinces of 
Jiangxi. Hunan. Fujian 
and Zhejiang have 
received four times the 
normal seasonal amount 
of rain. 


Swollen rivers in these 
provinces are threatening 
to reach high levels. The 
situation is especially bad 
in Jiangxi where flooding 
of the Ganjiang. a tribu- 
tary of the Yangzte. has 
affected 1 30.000 people 
covering 20.000 hectares 
of farmland. Xinhua said. 

It quoted Zhou VVenzhi, 
vice minister of water 
resources, as saying the 
region could witness 
major flooding. 

In Hunan, floods have 
already left two dead 
according to an official 
toll given at the start of the 
month. 

Authorities have warned 
that tens of thousands of 
people could be killed if 
Lake Don cf ing. the second 
largest in the country, 
overflows as its banks 
cannot withstand huge 
rises in water levels. 

Last year, floods left 60 0 
people dead in southern 
China compared with 
3.000 the summer before. 

Meanwhile, rising tem- 
peratures also wrought 


havoc across much of the 
country last year, except 
Tibet which was spared. 
the China meteorological 
administration said 

Tuesday according to 
Xinhua. 

Average temperatures 
were higher in 1997 than 
the year before, especially 
in the central provinces of 
Gansu. Shanxi and 
Shaanxi which recorded 
their highest average tem- 
peratures since 1949. 

Winter temperatures 
were also at their highest 
levels in 11 years, two 
degrees above average in 
the north and one degree 
warmer in the south, the 
organisation said. 

‘The warming trend in 
China is basically occur- 
ring in tandem with global 
wanning.” said its 
Director Wen Kegang. 

But the organisation 
warned of “catastrophic 
conditions” due to the 
warmer weather, especial- 
ly in the north, where a 
drought has hit aericul- 


regime has also been 
accused of muzzling politi- 
cal foes and the press. 

Critics have accused 
Washington, meanwhile, of 
closing its eyes to a lack of 
democracy in Uganda 
because it supports Mr. 
Museveni against the 
Islamic fundamentalist- 
backed military junta in 
neighbouring Sudan, which 
is on the tCs. blacklist of 
countries allegedly spon- 
soring state terrorism. 

Wednesday. Mr. Clinton 
is due to make a brief trip to 
Rwanda, where he will hold 
talks with its leaders at 
Kigali airport before return- 
ing for the Entebbe summit. 

AFP in Kigali reported 
differences between 

Rwandan and U.S. officials 
Tuesday as to whether Mr. 
Clinton will visit a memor- 
ial to victims of the 1994 
genocide, in which Hutu 

troops and extremist mili- 
tias massacred more than 
500.000 people before 

being routed by rebels of 
the Tutsi minority. 

Mr. Clinton goes 

Wednesday evening to 
South Africa. then 

Boiswana and Senegal. 


U.N. special 
envoy holds 
talks with 
Afghan 
Taleban 


government 

leader 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
U.N. special envoy 
Lakhdar Brahimi held talks 
with Taleban interim gov- 
ernment chief Mullah 
Muhammad Rabbani here 
Tuesday to discuss ways to 
bring peace to Afghanistan, 
diplomatic sources said. 

Details about the meet- 
ing. which was also attend- 
ed by a representative of 
the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC). 
were not available. 

Earlier Mr. Rabbani met 
with Pakistani Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, 
who left afterwards for 
Saudi Arabia for consulta- 
tions with Crown Prince 
Abdul! lah Bin Abdel Aziz, 
official sources said. 

The Taleban officials also 
met Pakistani Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs 
Siddique Kanju. 

The joint U..N.-OIC 

peace mission arrived here 
Friday to try to open a 
peace process between the 
Taleban and a multi-faction 
opposition alliance battling 
the Islamic militia. 

The Taleban hold two- 
thirds of .Afghanistan, 

including the capital 
Kabul, seized by them in 
September. 1996. Their 
opponents control the 
northern pan of the coun- 
try. 

Both the U.N. and the 
OIC want a cutoff of arms 
supplies to Afghan combat- 
ants. a ceasefire and dia- 
logue between the adver- 
saries for the establishment 
of a broadly representative 
.Afghan eovemment. 
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A Ugandan perches himself upon an arch which was 
built to welcome US. President Bill Clinton to this vil- 


lage outside of Kampala. Mr. Clinton was in Kisowera 
to visit a primary school (Reuters photo) 


Bosnian police arrest 


another Serb suspect 


SARAJEVO (R) — 

Bosnian Federation police 
said Tuesday they had 
seized another Serb war 
crimes suspect in the 
Sarajevo region — the sec- 
ond in two days. 

The man. named as 
Dragon Pejic. was arrested 
Monday in connection with 
alleged’ war crimes in the 
Sarajevo municipality of 
Hadzici. which was under 
Bosnian Serb control dur- 
ing the country's 3-1 /2-year 
war. 

A Sarajevo court issued a 
warrant for Mr. Pejic. who 
it suspects of committing 
crimes against humanity 
and serious violations of the 
Geneva convention. 

The district attorney’s 
office said in a statement 
the International Criminal 
Tribunal for former 


Yugoslavia in the Hague 
believed there was suffi- 
cient evidence to press 
charges against Mr. Pejic. 
However he is not one of 
the men already indicted by 
the Hague. 

Bosnian police confirmed 
the district attorney’s state- 
ment by telephone. 

The arrest came a day 
after Bosnian Muslim 
police arrested Serb 
Milomir Tepes on charges 
of war crimes in eastern 
Bosnia during 1992-95 war. 

The tribunal has indicted 
75 suspects, the majority of 
whom are Serb. 

Nearly all are still at large, 
including the two most 
prominent suspects, former 
Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic and for- 
mer military commander 
Ratko Mladic. 


Earl Spencer in 
Cambodia for 


anti-landmine campaign 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Earl Spencer, brother of the 
(ate Princess of Wales, 
arrived in Cambodia Tuesday 
to carry on his sister's cru- 
sade against landmines, offi- 
cials said. 

The earl, who lives in 
South Africa and will be here 
until Thursday, is in 
Cambodia for the Cambodia 
Trust, a Briiish-oreanisation 
that makes and distributes 
prosthetics for landmines vic- 
tims. 

"He is here on a low-key 
private visit, an education 
visit for him anil for us." said 
Carson Han of the Cambodia 
Trust which was founded in 
1989 to facilitate develop- 
ment in this war-tom country. 

The earl w ill be the guest of 
honour at a ceremony for stu- 
dents graduating from a 
three-year class in artificial 
limb fitting. 

"He is interested in the 
work of the Cambodia Trust 
and has come as a private 


person to offer his support,” 
Mr. Hart said, stressing the 
visit was strictly personal. 

Cambodia is one of the 
world's most heavily mined 
countries with an estimated 
four to six milli ot of the hid- 
den killers buried in its soil. 

An estimated one in every 
250 Cambodians — or 
50.000 — have lost a limb to 
the devices, according to sta- 
tistics from relief agencies. 

The fight against landmines 
was one of Princess Diana's 
most cherished charity pro- 
jects and she bad planned to 
visit Cambodia last year — a 
trip that was cancelled for 
security reasons. 

Her high-profile support of 
the campaign was considered 
instrumental in the signing 
last December of an interna- 
tional treaty banning anti-per- 
sonnel landmines. 

Cambodia is a signatory to 
that treaty which will take 
effect once 40 countries ratify 


Elephants kill woman, 
destroy crops in Zimbabwe 


HARARE (AFP) — A 
woman has been killed and 
thousands of hectares of 
crops destroyed by elephants 
in northwestern Zimbabwe, 
local media reported 
Tuesday, highlighting a 
wildlife management contro- 


versy. 

The Herald new spaper said 
60- year-old villager Gonese 
Chikono was gored and 
trampled to death as she was 
harvesting crops in Gofcwe 
North, near a game reserve. 

The eovenunent-con- 
irolJed paper reported that 


50.000 hectares of maize and 
conon in the area have been 
destroyed by two wanderinc 
herds of elephants. 

The report highlights the 
problems elephants pose for 
developing countries — on 
the one hand they are valu- 
able tourist attractions, on 
the other they can be costly 
and dangerous pests. 

Zimbabwe, accusing rich 
stares of wanting to keep 
Africa as a big undeveloped 
zoo which they could visit as 
tourists. last year won a par- 
tial lifting of j 19S9 ban on 


the sale of elephant ivory. 

The Convention on 
International Trade in 
Endangered Species 
(CITES) agreed that 
Zimbabwe. Namibia and 
Botsuana could sell their 
ivory stocks, which had been 
rendered worthless by the 
ban. 

The deal was subject to 
several strict conditions, 
including an 1 8-month 
moratorium while controls 
are pur in place to ensure that 
poached ivory' does not find 
its way onto the market 


Tuberculosis could f ^Lists 

■ *11* W° r 


kill 20 million peotil i/^of 


in India — WHO 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
More than 20 million peo- 
ple in India, where the 
incidence of tuberculosis 
is highest in the world, 
could die of the disease 
between now and 2Q20, 
the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) said 
Tuesday. 

WHO official Tom 
Friedan said India 
accounted for nearly 30 
per cent of the seven to 
eight million new cases 
reported annually around 
the world. 

Speaking on World 
Tuberculosis Day, he said 
the respiratory disease led 
to some 500.000 fatalities 
a year in India. 

“For TB. cure is better 
than prevention,” he said, 
adding an infected person 
could transmit the disease 
to “between 10 and 15 per- 
sons” every year. In some 
cases it was to “more than 
100 persons." 

India's national tubercu- 
losis programme started in 
1962. The wife of the 
country's first Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 
died of the disease. 

It was found, however, 
that some two-thirds of 
patients discontinued 
treatment. becoming 
chronic sufferers, trans- 
mitters and. more danger- 
ously. incubators of a 
drug-resistant TB bacteria. 

That led to closer moni- 
toring of treatments after 
1993" when a new pro- 
gramme was introduced 
where patients were 
administered pills by doc- 
tors or health workers to 
ensure that not even a sin- 
gle dose is missed out. 

“We have had a success 
rate of 80 per cent.” Mr. 


Friedan said of tbe new , ... 
programme under which Ufflfl 
only a fraction of India’s rj 
960 million people, has' rJnllPP 
been treated. : *■ 

He said the' period of WJ 
cure coold range between 
six months to a maximum to 
of nine months. ml 

Local experts, however . lj» - 

said the programme wai * pE^ 1 ' ' ... 

flawed. . 

They said incentives for :-^*c!i ,I<,n ^ . ' 
the programme, . lifc PL «>: 
rations, of rice or wheat, 3 1 , n wh-* 1 '* '“V 
would ensure better panic- io n- 
iparion and results. 


lpiUlUU dUU I JI! J *■ 

Mr. Friedan, however w.-.-K 

argued incentives were not ", j.i*i -h- 


arguea mernuves were not , i-i-t ' n ‘ 

feasible because of the ^ 

numbers of people ^ 

involved. ^ l|ut „■ . 

Mira Shiva, an expert -.y^Tr H.: • ■ 
from the independent U l ■■ . ■ 

Voluntary Heahfa >1 * ^ ... 

Association of India, said . 

the accent of the anti-IB -.4 
programme was wrong ' 

“In 1991 the ' national. -.j ’ 

budget for Acquired ” 

Immuno Deficiency 

Syndrome (AIDS) was 40 i »ui ‘ ’ 
million rupees ($1 mil- j r v -rt-'-' rr -’ 

lion). A year later it : (|J uit vn'iu.— 


became 700 million '\ 3 1 

rupees (SI 7 million) at the Liiv 

cost of such ‘unfashioo- ^ (imi-rc; 'li- 
able' diseases like TB and " •• ■: 

malaria.” J “ . 

She said the problem for * j jJ( , J j * ... : . 
women sufferers was com- , ” i>. - * 

pounded by “gender poli- * f u , lh ‘ 
tics", adding: “A woman is • L ‘ "7./ ’. 

chucked out of the house ~ i 

if she has TB. If it is a man ^ in uir 
he is looked after _ by a :o.diU" n ' ^ - 
woman — his wife, moth- -id — v - : ' " 

er or sister right till the ■* j in.ir'r;. ;. 
end. ;m jj* flMJi. I 

“We have to make peo- jjc-.'i-i • :r.c i 
pie aware that it is curable, a I'mi/J : : ; 

that there is no stigma, •je'U. : 

that people like (British j 

poet) Keats and Nehru's ; 7lJ j . ; j_ ; : 

wife had it...” i ««-■) : . •• - • 


I. ro'Dj! : j r 
■Tducu :.i 


Sexual misconduct $ 
inquiry rocks Anglican! 

:xr 

church in Australia * 


t .unlifTJiL-..: ;• wu- 

1 thf Lniu-J i rot;; 


Jihiim-.- n- 
ffenjin •: 


He TDP H.- j 
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HOBART. Australia 
(AFP) — A “grubby little 
circle” of paedophiles was 
operating within the 
Anglican church in 
Tasmania, a - landmark 
inquiry found Tuesday. 

The inquiry, the first of 
its kind to be held by the 
Anglicans in Australia, 
revealed 80 sexual mis- 
conduct complaints 

against 1 7 clergy or office 
holders, including child 
rape. 

The report, set up late 
last year by Bishop of 
Tasmania Phillip Newell, 
also disclosed criticisms 
the church hierarchy had 
failed to act when com- 
plaints of sexual abuse 
were made to them. 

Several women alleged 
misconduct against a 
priest “of some status” in 
Tasmania, whom they did 
not identify. 

Bishop Newell appealed 
at a news conference for 
the priest to come for- 
ward. 

“Ail of us feel in some 
wav as though there is a 
witch-hunt, that we’re 
under scrutiny, and it's a 
very difficult thine to deal 
with,” he said. 

The report said: “Child 
abuse ranged from once- 
off genital touching to 
relationships of approxi- 
mately three years. 

“Two males disclosed 
that they were raped while 
children. One woman dis- 
closed child rape. One 
male indicated that he and 
his sister had been sexual- 
ly. abused by the same 
minister over a period of 
approximately five years. 

“Eleven people indicat- 
ed that they had suffered 
sexual abuse whilst board- 
ercat Anglican schools.” 
.The report said of par- 
ticular concern was a 
report from a minister 
about conversations with 
a colleague who had been 
part of “a group of clergy 
with sexual proclivities 
towards young males.” 

Tne colleague, who was 
trying t0 break away from 


the group, called it ‘That’ J^T v ; 
grubby little circle.” i' i.;,- : . . 


The report said a num~ ' 
ber of parents, ministers 77“ ^i.-\ 

or church staff com- ■ ^pendem 1. v *; 
plained about “lack of 


action" after they had 1 ? 14 ihev -a ill ..... ! * 

raised concerns with the ■ j 

church hierarchy. 41 >iJ, J the ■ * . 


church hierarchy. the : 1 . 

“There is no reason to’^hLeb Il( ; .... • ' 

disbelieve these am fne ^-.-r ■ ; \ 

accounts.” it said. ' ■ 

One woman said she had [ I1 j iJ r . ^‘ ; j - 

approached Bishop ^ , c , ^ k ; 

Newell after her son Acrn^^ f " j 

. .. i r . *L«i«wh m * * * 1 . 1 ! ! ! 


returned from a church* 

camp saying he had been^ 

sexually interfered with J — 

“She expressed /■%■»_ 

considerable concern thatjljl U 

the bishop’s focus was oa ^vl ||| 

forgiveness for the perpe- 
trator rather than on what 
she and her son were suf-L, "■ 
fering ” the report said. M [jff 
Of those accused, 0De|HvlI I 1 1 
retired priest had already vr ft, 

been suspended, others^ 
were dead, could not be- ’ 'Afp, 
traced, or were living Mkv 
interstate or overseas. . •, j ir Jn , 


rnet, 


interstate or overseas. . . .. ’. 

The report recommend- '. , ‘ l ' 

ed giving the bishop more..^ Th, r<1 


f f ■■Hill \l . 

power to deal with sexu» ’’ r; ■ 

misconduct, ensuring ' [ L ' ; ,: - 

- . .... ■ rke^fi, " l - ■:n> • 


independence of , ..V''."'' 

church’s sexual harass'.” 


ment response gro^P* l -., u l 
improved ethical develdP^..^ )n vrT;; <' „■ 
ment courses, and ^ 

clergy be appointed ^ in .m.j 

limited tenure. , T'ln J 


UliUlLU U.IIM1W. Ill hi '*l- 

PhilUp Newell said 0*^ hi "^ ir.,.,. 
church had failed in mao- 


aging allegations of sexo- 1 ^ n L - .. hJ . 

al misconduct 

promised that ‘ rt^ r [ l! -‘ 


promised that ‘ “W , ’''-r- 

would be taken on all '-''■■■n: t . 

’’Ofw, . 


recommendations. ? 

In a Perth court Tuesw?:.^^ 'i rn;.,| i r 


mer Christian r ' l • 

denied sexually abosmS *hcj f : . : . 
boy under his care ^ ■ : ... 

Catholic orphanage m ^ r .,.!! ' •• . 

1950s. =••• 

* Deffl*.f, ■ d| fc ■ 


Lawrence . *-■£' \ 

Muq>hy pleaded ^ "J 

guilty to nine 

indecent dealings aim V'-' ; n f r ’'- e 
of unlawful carnal ‘ :( - 

edge of a child under ^ 


age of 14. m «! •* h 1" ‘r ( », -■ 

He was granted ^ N* 

face trial on Sept- 1* ^ U| n> 
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Actress Kim Basinger (centre) poses with writers Brian Helgeland (left) and Curtis 
Hanson after the movie “L-A. Confidential" won an Oscar for best adapted screen- 
play at the 70th Annual Academy Awards (Reuters photo) 


Hollywood’s biggest 
night was Titanic event 


Indian 

nationalists 

win test of 

strength 

before 

confidence 

vote 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 

India's new Hindu nation- 
alist-led coalition won its 
first test of strength 
Tuesday in wbat is seen as 
a pointer to its chances of 
survival in a confidence 
vote later this week. 

The bloc, just short of a 
parliamentary majority fol- 
lowing indecisive elec- 
tions, managed to get its 
candidate G.C. Balayogi 
elected as speaker of the 
badly fractured 545-seat 
Lower House of 
Parliament 

Mr. Balayogi. a lower-, 
caste Hindu, is India's first 
“untouchable" speaker. 

His win, analysts say, 
will provide a perfect pre- 
view for the confidence 
motion expected Friday 
and Saturday. 

Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee, whose 
Hindu nationalist 

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP, Indian People’s 
Party) is backed by a dozen 
disparate regional parties, 
was sworn in Thursday. 

The coalition commands 
264 out of 545 seats, just 
short of a majority but 
more than its main rivals 
the Congress (141) and the 
outgoing United Front 
coalition (84). 

Mr. Vajpayee’s chances 
of survival soared Monday 
when a regional party, the 
TDP (Telugu Desam 
Party), confirmed it was 
quitting the United Front 
and abandoning its opposi- 
tion to die nationalists. , 

• Mr. Balayogi is a memr' 
ber of the TDP. -He was a 
lawyer before he turned to 
state politics. 

If the 12-seat TDP, once 
rapidly anti-BJP, abstains 
or votes for Mr. Vajpayee at 
the weekend, he is sure of 
survival. 

N. Bhaskar Rao, director 
of the independent Centre 
for Media Studies, said: “It 
is obvious ... they will win 
the confidence motion .” 

Mr. Rao said the nation- 
alists were likely to last a 
full term of five years if 
they could survive the first 
48 months. India, racked 
by political crises, has had ! 
five governments within 
two years. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — It 
was one of Hollywood’s 
biggest rolls of the dice, 
bnt it paid off when 
“Titanic" — which at one 
time seemed as doomed 
as its real-life inspiration 
— steamed off with II 
Oscars. 

The 3-hour-plus epic 
was pot the only winner 
on Hollywood's biggest 
night Monday. Helen 
Hunt was annointed 
Hollywood’s new heroine 
for “As Good As It Gets" 
and newcomers Matt 
Damon and Ben Affleck 
were recognised for 
“Good Will Hunting." 

Jack Nicholson won his 
third acting Oscar for "As 
Good As It Gets” and 
Robin Williams, in 
"Good Will Hunting”, 
and Kim Basinger, in 
“L.A. Confidential” each 
won their first — for sup- 
porting roles — on a 
night that saw no real 
upsets. ■ ■ 

But iF&as ‘Titanic* that 
loomed over the 70th 
annual academy awards 
show. 

Many critics had pre- 
dicted that with produc- 
tion costs of more than 
$200 million, the movie 
was doomed to share the 
fate of such notorious 
Hollywood flops as 
"Heaven’s Gate”. 

"Cleopatra” and “Ishtar ” 

But Director James 
Cameron could hardly 
contain his glee as he 
stood backstage at the 
shrine auditorium 

cradling three of the cov- 
eted Oscars his film won. 

“Vindicated?” he said in 
response to a reporter’s 


question. “There is noth- 
ing negative here. This is 
just pure bliss.” 

Earlier, in his accep- 
tance speech, the 
Canadian-born filmmaker 
stole a line from the 
movie's leading man 
played by Leonardo 
DiCaprio. “I am the king 
of the world, yeah.” 

When the film’s sched- 
uled opening last June 
was put " back to 
December, the rumours 
began flying that 
“Titanic” was going to 
flop. The film’s distribu- 
tors, Paramount pictures 
and 20th Century Fox 
were going to take a bath, 
the cynics predicted. 

But in Hollywood, 
where box-office is all 
that matters, the critics 
could not have been more 
wrong — in 14 weeks, it 
has sold more than $1.2 
billion in tickets world- 
wide'. 

Monday’s haul of II 
Oscars' from 14 nomina- 
tions tied “Titanic” with 
1959’s “Ben-Hur" for the 
most Academy Awards. 

Asked to explain the 
incredible success of the 
film, Cameron told 
reporters: 

“It’s kind of an eastern 
idea. It’s no one thing, but 
the correct balance. The 
scale and die intimacy 
balance each other in a 
way the audience can 
accept. 

“I think people (leave) 
the theatre with conflict- 
ing emotions because 
they have joyous heights 
and they have despairing 
depths and then at the end 
they get some sense of 


uplift that makes them 
think about it and feel it.” 

Co-producer Jon 

Landau was more direct. 
“It’s a total experience 
that combines everything. 
It immerses you with the 
story, bombards you with 
the visual and hits you 
with the audio.” 

Despite winning for 
Best Picture. Best 
Director and Best Song 
and Score, as well as 
sweeping the more tech- 
nical Oscars such as 
Editing and Sound, 
“Titanic" significantly 
missed out on the two 
acting categories in 
which it was nominated. 

Kate Winslet lost as 
best actress to Hunt and 
87-year-old Gloria Stuart, 
a sentimental favourite, 
missed out on the best 
supporting actress to 
Basinger. 

DiCaprio. one 'of the 
main reasons Titanic has 
been such a box-office hit 
— especially among 
young girls — was not 
nominated and did not 
attend Monday’s awards 
show. 

Among other Oscar 
winners were the Dutch 
film “Character” for best 
foreign film. “Geri's 
Game” for Best Animated 
Short and “A Story of 
Healing” for Best 
Documentary Short. 

Britain’s Anne Dudley 
won for best original 
score in a comedy for 
"The Full Monty", while 
another box-office smash. 
“Men in Black” won for 
best makeup. 


Internet, globalisation aiding 
paedophilia — Interpol 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
world's police forces are- 
floundering as trans-conti- 
nental operators peddle 
impoverished Third World 
children via cyberspace in 
the fast global trading envi- 
ronment, experts said here 
Tuesday. 

Groups are “subverting" 
the Internet to traffic 
women and children and 
ease of travel has enabled 
paedophiles to move from 
one country to another, 
experts said on the side- 
lines of an Asia-Pacific 
conference on crime here. 

Before the advent of 
cyberspace, organisations 
used to operate by mail or 
advertise sex with children 
in the newspapers. 

“But recently, they found 
the Internet So they have 
their little chat rooms 
where each can go to," said 
Paul Higdon, director of 
Interpol's Liaison and 
Criminal Intelligence 
Directorate based in Lyon, 
France. 

“It’s a coded area within 
the Internet and they can 
talk and exchange dirty 
pictures and do whatever 
paedophiles do,” he told 
AFP in an interview on the 


sidelines of the conference 
which ends Wednesday. 

But policing the Internet 
is “very difficult,” he said. 

“We’re trying to get a 
handle on that now. We’re 
trying to understand better 
how these people operate. 
We’re in touch with local 
area providers ... getting 
help from them on how to 
prevent this marvellous 
communication method 
from being subverted for 
criminal activities,” he 
said. 

Mr. Higdon said the fre- 
quency of air travel has 
also allowed paedophiles 
to go from one country to 
another. 

“On a trans-national 
nature, by the very virtue 
of aeroplane travel, it’s so 
easy now to cross borders 
that frequently,” he said. 

“In the light of that, 
where crimes used to be 
committed at a national 
level, now you have crimes 
being committed across 
borders very frequently 
and paedophilia is certainly 
one of those crimes,” he 
added. 

But he said “there’s a lot 
of people from the more 
developed countries going 


to the less developed coun- 
tries because of the eco- 
nomic situation” and “there 
are countries where parents 
even sell their children to 
paedophile groups.” 

Dealing with groups 
engaged in the trafficking 
of women and children is 
just like handling other 
crime gangs, Mr. Higdon 
said, noting successful 
prosecution of suspects 
rests on evidence gathered 
by an expansive intelli- 
gence network. 

Based on Interpol’s expe- 
rience. there was no real 
interest in paedophile cases 
among police agencies 
until Belgium in 1996 was 
rocked by revelations that 
Belgian convicted sex 
offender Marc Dutroux had 
allegedly kidnapped and 
killed several children 
there. 

“That was the turning 
point,” he said, admitting 
paedophilia normally is a 
crime that “no one likes to 
talk about." 

He also said weak laws in 
developing countries in 
dealing with paedophilia 
could be the reason why 
some industrialised coun- 
tries have passed legisla- 


tion allowing them to pros- 
ecute their nationals who 
molest children in other 
countries. 

Alberto Bra dan ini of the 
U.N. Office of Drug 
Control and Crime 
Prevention told the confer- 
ence Monday there was lit- 
tle data on the trafficking 
of women and children. 

He said his office has 
started a “major study on 
this phenomenon” to come 
up with a global strategy. 

Asian women have been 
lured into “high paying 
jobs” within the region, in 
Europe or in the Middle 
East but end up in prostitu- 
tion dens, while children 
have been forced into sexu- 
al slavery by foreign pae- 
dophiles. he said. 

‘This situation should not 
be tolerated,” Mr. 
Bradanini told delegates. 

Philippine Justice 

Secretary Silvestre Bello 
told the conference 
Tuesday foreign pae- 
dophiles flock to develop- 
ing countries “for sexual 
gratification with lesser 
risk” of being infected with 
the Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS). 


Yeltsin meets Kremlin team, 
lauds defence minister 


MOSCOW iRj — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin 
returned to work in the 
Kremlin Tuesday and made 
clear he intended to keep 
the defence and foreign 
ministers in their jobs. 
Interfax news agency 
reported 

’The president is in the 
Kremlin now,” a press ser- 
vice spokesman said by 
telephone. He was unable to 
give details of Mr. Yeltsin’s 
plans for the day; Monday 
he had sacked his entire 
cabinet. 

The spokesman confirmed 
Mr. Yeltsin had met 
Defence Minister Igor 
Sergeyev and Nikolai 
Kovalyov, head of the FSB 
domestic intelligence ser- 
vice, Monday soon after 
dismissing the government. 

Interfax news agency 
quoted presidential 

spokesman Sergei 

Yastrzherabsky as saying 
Mr. Yeltsin met members of 
his administration team 
Tuesday to discuss their 
work in the light of the gov- 
ernment dismissal. 

It quoted Mr. 
Yastrzhembsky as saying 
Mr. Yeltsin had pointed to 


Serb 

clampdown 
continues 
in Kosovo 

VIENNA (AFP) — Serb police 
in Kosovo have continued a 
heavy-handed clampdown in 
Kosovo despite the threat of 
sanctions by the international 
community, a rights group said 
Tuesday. 

At least three people have 
been killed and over 100 hurt 
since a March 9 meeting of the 
six-member Contact Group in 
London issued an ultimatum to 
Belgrade over the Kosovo 
action, said die International 
Helsinki Federation. 

“Over 100 people have been 
beaten, maltreated and injured 
in the course of Serbian police 
interventions in peaceful 
protests since die meeting,” it 
said in an open letter to the 
Contact Group, which meets 
again Wednesday in Bonn. 

In addition, “at least three 
Albanians have been lolled 
either by snipers or by exces- 
sive police violence after the 
Contact Group meeting in 
London,” it said 

The London Contact Group 
meeting was called amid inter- 
national outrage after a Serb 
clampdown in the majority eth- 
nic Albanian province resulted 
in some SO deaths. 

The group — Britain, France, 
Germany, Italy. Russia and the 
United States — set a deadline 
which expired last Thursday for 
Belgrade to withdraw Sertnan 
special police forces and begin 
talks or face more sanctions. 

The deadline has been large- 
ly ignored 


several shortcomings in the 
outgoing government but 
praised Mr. Sergeyev and 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov, an Arabist and 


former spymaster. 

“The president was highly 
appreciative of the perfor- 
mance of the heads of the 
defence and foreign min- 


istries," Interfax quoted Mr. 
Yastrzhembsky as saying. 

“This can be interpreted 
as a sign that Primakov and 
Sergeyev will keep their 
jobs,” Interfax said 

Mr. Yeltsin made clear 
soon after sacking his cabi- 
net that foreign and eco- 
nomic policy would not 
change. 

By meeting Mr. Sergeyev 
in the Kremlin before 
returning to his Gorky-9 
residence Monday, the pres- 
ident had already under- 
scored his support for the 
defence minister and his 
military reform programme. 

Apart from Prime 
Minister Viktor 

■ Chernomyrdin, Mr. Yeltsin 
singled out only two minis- 
ters who will not be retained 
in the new cabinet. One was 
reformer Anatoly Chubais 
and the other was the hard- 
line interior minister, 
Anatoly Kulikov. 

Mr. Sergeyev recently 
criticised Mr. Kulikov for 
opposing plans to create all- 
professional armed forces to 
replace conscription. The 
interior ministry has more 
than 200,000 troops at its 
disposal. 


bring in a democratic vote 
would need a two-thirds 
majority in the legislature, the 
spokesman added 

That's the kind of majority 
which Mr. Lee thinks his party 
deserves but will never have 
until the political rules are 
changed. 

“We can certainly not con- 
trol the government on any- 
thing assuming we win 15 
seats or 16... 

“Whai we can do through 
the freedom of expression, 
hopefully supported tty a free 
press, is criticise the govern- 
ment when they are wrong 
and hopefully make the gov- 
ernment as accountable as 
possible.” 

According to a recent news- 
paper prediction even Mr. 
Lee's modest electoral target 
may be unattainable, with 1 1 
seats a more likely figure. 

Hong Kong's electoral sys- 
tem is too complicated for 
most people to even under- 
stand according to Mr. Lee. 

Frve geographical con- 
stituencies wall return four 
members each, thereby 
requiring the parties to run a 
slate of candidates and hope 
the electors remember who is 
who. 

The 30 functional con- 
stituencies are likely to be 
dominated by pro-business 
candidates, another irksome 
result to the democrats. 

The election commission 
seats will be set up by a sys- 
tem so arcane, according to 
one candidate; “it's amazing 
to think that they only dreamt 
it up a few months ago.” 


Albright expresses U.S. 
support for Yeltsin in 
wake of shake-up 

ROME (AFP) — Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
voiced U.S. support Tuesday for Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin as be and his new prime minister prepared to piece 
together a new government. 

“We are obviously watching what is going on,” Mrs. 
Albright said here following talks with Italian Foreign 
Minister Lamberto Dini. 

“President Yeltsin is in charge and he has, as a democra- 
tically elected leader, the ability to change his team,” she 
said 

Mrs. Albright added that she was "looking forward” to a 
meeting later in the day with Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov and to “continuing what is a good 
working relationship with the Russian federation.” 

In Moscow. Mr. Yeltsin and acting Prime Minister Sergei 
Kiriyenko, a young reformist, began consultations on the 
formation of a new government that was not expected to be 
radically different from the outgoing one. 

The Russian president Monday sacked the government 
of Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin, who Harl devel- 
oped a close working relationship with U.S. Vice President 
A1 Gore. 


Political gloves off for Hong 
Kong’s first post-handover elections 

HONG KONG (.AFP) — The close political allies, the lion's 
political gloves came off share of the directly elected 
Monday "ahead of Hong seats. 

Kong's first elections under This time around, Mr. Lee 
Chinese rule as the argued, their customary 65 per 
Democrats, ousted at the han- cent support rate among vot- 
dover of power, launched era “a landslide victory in any 
their campaign with a call for democratic country” would 
full democracy. translate into a mere 15 of the 

Describing the electoral 60 seats up for grabs, 
arrangements as “ridiculous,” Under the rules fa- the May 

Party Chairman Martin Lee 24 elections, only 20 of the 60 
called for a fully elected seats will be chosen by direct 
chamber, an elected Chief geographical constituency 
Executive and a revamped election. The others will be 
Executive Council. picked by intenKt groups or 

“In order to uphold the rule : an election committee, 
of law there must be democra- While contesting some of 

tic institutions,” he said. the functional constituency 

Mr. Lee who. along with his seats, the Democrats will not 
colleagues, was kicked out of pul forward candidates for the 
the legislature last July when seats to be decided by the 800- 
British rule ended, vowed a strong election committee 
tough fight but said the dice which Mr. Lee dismissed as 
were stacked against the “a farce.” 
democratic camp by the elec- A spokesman for the gov- 
toral arrangements. emment’s constitutional 

“Regrettably the electoral affairs bureau said the ulti- 
laws have been amended ... by mate objective, as laid down 
a non-accountable Beijing- in Hong Kong's Basic Law 
selected legislature," Mr. Lee which Beijing drew up, is uni- 
told reporters at the party's versal suffrage, 
press launch. “But that has to be decided 

“Untold harm has been by the people of Hong Kong 
done because it guarantees the after the year 2007 as-stipulat- 
Beijing leaders" a legislature ed in the Basic Law.” the 
which it can control.” spokesman added. 

Under the arrangements for 2007 will mark 10 years of 
May’s elections only a third of Chinese rule over Hong 
the seats will be decided by Kong. Under the terms of the 
direct el ecu on. Sino- British agreement of 

‘The whole system has 19S4, the free-wheeling capi- 
been designed to reduce our talist lifestyle here and a high 
numbers,”be complained. degree of autonomy are 
In Hong Kong’s only previ- promised for 50 years, 
ous legislative council elec- As far as the chief execu- 
tions, in 1991 and 1995, the tive’s post, currently held by 
Democrats were the big win- Tung Chee-Hwa, is cou- 
riers, taking, along with their cemed. any amendment to 


U.S., Italy call for firm stance towards Belgrade 


ROME (AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright and her Italian coun- 
terpart Lamberto Dini called 
for a firm stance towards 
Belgrade Tuesday to ensure 
that a peaceful solution can 
be found for Kosovo. 

Following a breakfast 
meeting here, the foreign 
ministers agreed there had 
been some progress in the 
drive to end Ihe Serbian 
crackdown on ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo bur that 
more needs to be done. 

Mrs. Albright arrived in 
Rome early Tuesday for talks 
with Mr. Dini on the Kosovo 
crisis and with Vatican offi- 
cials on the situation in Cuba, 

The talks here came ahead 
of a key meeting in Bonn 
Wednesday during which 
Mrs. Albright is expected to 
press her European counter- 
parts to consider sanctions 
against Belgrade for its fail- 
ure to engage in a full- 
fledged political dialogue 
with the Albanian majority in 
Kosovo. 

“We have seen some signs 
of progress,” Mrs. Albright 
said at a joint news confer- 


ence, but she added that 
“there is still a long way to 
go” for Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic to meet 
the demands of the Contact 
Group. 

The group — comprising 
Britain. France, Germany, the 
United States. Italy and 
Russia — met March 9 in 
London to begin laying the 
groundwork for sanctions to 
punish Belgrade for its 
repression in Kosovo that has 
left at least SO dead this 
month. 

“It is vital for the Contact 
Group and the international 
community at large to keep a 
firm stance towards 
Belgrade." Mr. Dini said. 

“We agreed that some 
things have been done but 
other things — the most 
important — remain pend- 
ing,” the Italian foreign min- 
ister said. 

The United States appeared 
to be increasingly at odds 
with its European partners on 
whether diplomatic pressure 
should be given more time to 
yield results in Kosovo. 

Mrs. Albright insisted that 
Mr. Milosevic had yet to 


withdraw his security forces 
from the region as demanded, 
saying that the troops “are 
just digging in.” 

But she welcomed the edu- 
cation agreement signed 
Monday that will allow eth- 
nic Albanians to attend class- 
es taught in their language, 
saying it was “the most sig- 
nificant confidence-building 
measure" in the region since 
Kosovo was stripped of its 
autonomy in 1989. 

Under the agreement, eth- 
nic Albanian students and 
professors would be allowed 
to reenter three faculties at 
the University of Pristina by 
April 30, another three by 
May 31, and seven further 
faculties by June 30. 

Despite these steps, Mrs. 
Albright said European gov- 
ernments should not be satis- 
fied with “half-sincere half- 
measures” from Belgrade, 
making clear her deep dis- 
trust of Mr. Milosevic. She 
also called for solidarity 
ahead of the Bonn meeting 
that is expected to yield dis- 
agreements, in particular 
from Russia which continues 
to oppose an arms embargo 


against Federal Yugoslavia 
that was decided at the 
London meeting. 

1 While Mrs. Albright 
' emphasised the need for a 
strong stance towards Mr. 
Milosevic. Mr. Dini noted 
that the contact group must 
also send a clear message to 
secessionist Albanians in 
Kosovo that “the road to 
independence is not feasi- 
ble.” 

Mr. Dini declined to say 
whether he would support a 
freeze on the assets of federal 
Yugoslavia, a measure that 
was decided in London. 

Following her meeting with 
Mr. Dini. Mrs. Albright went 
to the Vatican for talks with 
officials on Cuba. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
last week eased sanctions on 
Cuba to address the humani- 
tarian needs on the 
Communist-ruled island that 
were highlighted during Pope 
John Paul 0’s visit to Cuba in 
January. 

Mis. Albright was to travel 
to Bonn later for a dinner 
“fieting with Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov. 3 
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Way to counter arrogance 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's continued refusal to implement 
signed' accords with the Palestinians, especially 
regarding the long-overdue redeployment of 
troops and building and enlargement of illegal 
settlements in the occupied territories, has 
caused Israel's last remaining staunch ally, the 
U.S., great embarrassment. 

The latest Gulf crisis has highlighted double 
standards in U.S. policies in the Middle East 
sparking widespread Arab criticism of 
Washington's protective stand towards Israel in 
the U.N-. allowing the Netanyahu government 
to get away with its historical disregard for 
international resolutions and legitimacy. 

But to go as far as threaten President Bill 
Clinton with unleashing Israel's formidable lob- 
bying powers against him if he were to go pub- 
lic with the new peace plan, as did a senior 
Israeli official Monday, is not only to bite the 
hand that has been feeding the Jewish state, but 
to turn embarrassment already inflicted upon 
the superpower into public humiliation. 

The unnamed official who spoke to Israel's 
radio didn't forget, however, to attach a simple 
wav out for the Clinton administration before 
they have to deal with the Israeli lobby in 
Washington face-to-face. The whole crisis 
would be resolved if the U.S. were to turn its 
proposal into “suggestions," he said, an action 
that would allow his government to react with 
flexibility. 

The airogance of this Israeli administration 
was also evident during British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook's visit to the Jewish state 
when Netanyahu treated his guest with disre- 
spect by cancelling a joint press conference, 
along with the basic protocols of hospitality. 
Analysts read into these actions a clear Israeli 
message to the U.S. administration that Israel 
would not allow any party tp pressure it .into 
conforming to international legitimacy, and is 
willing to viciously attack back with sdl means 
available. 

The Palestinians, on the other hand, even 
though they would be asked to make major con- 
cessions under the new UJS. proposal, have not 
rejected it outright. They are willing to consider 
anything that will take the peace process out of 
the current impasse before the political crisis 
developed from words to hard-core action. 

Knowing beforehand Israel’s reaction to any 
new plan or proposal, the U.S. has to choose one 
of two options now: face up to Israel and 
enforce international legitimacy or lose its cred- 
ibility as an honest broker in Mideast peace- 
making. This is a decision that should be made 
by the Americans before Special Envoy Dennis 
Ross arrives in the region. Ross should not come 
here worried whether the proposal he is earn- 
ing should be renamed a “suggestion” or he w ill 
be extended an invitation to a seat at 
Netanyahu's dinner banquet. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Ra'i ’s Yousef Hourani urged the U.S. to consider 
the series of failures of irs policies in the Middle East 
and steer future policies in a manner that would secure 
its own interests as well as help the people of this 
region enjoy justice and comprehensive peace. The 
U.S. was rebuffed by its own allies in the Arab World 
and Europe when it sought to cany out a military strike 
on Iraq because it had' lost its credibility with these 
allies, especially the Arabs, because of its double stan- 
dard policies, according to the writer. He said in the 
question of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction, the U.S. 
has found itself isolated and had to give up its insis- 
tence on launching a strike on Baghdad, and so the way 
for a diplomatic settlement was open for the U.N. sec- 
retary general. In the Lockerbie affair, the International 
Court of Justice has ruled that the Libyans must have a 
free and fair trial in a neutral country, thus serving a 
major blow to the l r .S. positron with regard to that 
affair. The U.S. has to realise that the tension in this 
region has been mounting largely in view of Israel's 
arrogance and its disregard of justice and U.N. resolu- 
tions. said the writer. He called on Washington to help 
end this tension so as to prevent further explosions. 


AI RaTs Mu fid Nahlch said the series of parental 
crimes committed against children indicates that there 
is something terribly wrong with the Jordanian society. 
We should not merely express disgust or condemnation 
of the lulling or abuse by a father or mother of their 
children but we ought to think of a way to rid society of 
such crimes, said the writer. In recent months 
Jordanians have been shocked to icam about murders 
committed by parents against their own younu children, 
crimes that have been attributed to poverty, unemploy- 
ment and a state of despair, he noted. These repons 
about child abuse or child murder by parents are alien 
to Jordanian society which is known for its regard for 
the welfare of children and senior citizens. Nahleh 
added. He said it is the duly of the national institutions 
that concern themselves with social issues to examine 
the recent horrible incidents, involve themselves in 
helping the concerned authorities deal with the causes 
behind such crimes, urge the government to speed up 
work on means of addressing the question of poverty 
and propose remedies to these ills. 


Washington Watch 


Arab Americans challenge 


official violations of rights 


ARAB AMERICANS have made significant progress in all 
areas of American life. A review of official U.S. statistics 
shows that Arab Americans have one of the highiest rates of 
educational accomplishment of any U.S. ethnic community 
and a personal income level well above the national average. 
They also have one of the U.S.' highest levels of business 
ownership and participation in all of the professions. 

A recent brochure written hy the popular television and 
radio personality. Casey Kascm. on Arab Americans, high- 
lights the accomplishments of more than 100 famous U.S. 
entertainers, athletes, husiness leaders, fashion designers, 
screenwriters, and politicians — all Arab Americans. It is an 
impressive list and. when put together with economic and 
social data mentioned above, represents a tribute both to the 
hard work of Arab .Americans and to the freedom and 
opportunity provided by American democracy. 

Despite Lhese successes, however, there are also difficulties. 
Problems of discrimination remain. America, with all of its 
greatness, also has its dark side where intolerance and igno- 
rance reign. 

Arab American and American Muslim organisations publish 
annual reports detailing instances of discrimination and even 
violence against people of Arab descent. Despite increases in 
these incidents in times of crises, the numbers remain some- 
what lower than those affecting other victimised communities. 
Arab .American and .American Muslim organisations continue 
to be vigilant and determined to challenge this problem 
through education and. when necessary, political and legal 
action. 

The most serious discrimination issues facing some Arab 
Americans and Arab residents in the United States, however, 
are not those resulting bom personal or group discrimination 
and bigotry. More dangerous is the targeting of the commu- 
nity by official agencies of the U.S. government. 

The Arab American Institute i AAI i has recently submitted a 
report to U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno requesting that the 
Justice Department investigate abuses of the rights of .Arab 
Americans by agencies of the government 

The report specifically calls attention to the activities of 
three of those agencies: the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI). the Federal Aviation .Administration iFAAl and the 
Immigration and Naturalisation Service i INS i. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation: The FBI is the national law- 
enforcement agency of the U.S. government But far from 
protecting the rights of .Arab Americans, the FBI has, for at 
least three decades, been involved in a systematic violation of 
those rights. The same FBI that has failed to apprehend even 
one individual suspected of hate crimes, including murder, 
against Arab Americans, has since the 1970s orchestrated 
campaigns of surveillance and harassment directed against 
Arab American leaders, activists, and organisations. 

During the Nixon administration, for example, the White 
House ordered "Operation Boulder" which targeted Arab 
American leaders and activists. After three years of intimidat- 
ing and harassing hundreds, the "operation" was suspended. 

' Beginning again in the late 1970s and continuing through- 


out the 1980s. the FBI maintained intense surveillance against 
a number of Arab American organisations and leaders. In 
every- instance, the activities being investigated land at times 
disrupted by FBI actions) were peaceful, legal and constitu- 
tionally protected Throughout this entire period not one Arab 
.American or .Arab resident was found to be engaged in any 
illegal pursuit. 

During the 1990-1991 build-up in the Gulf, the FBI’s 
harassment campaign reached the level of absurdity. In a pub- 
lic press release, the agency announced that it would visit over 
200 .Arab American business and community leaders to deter- 
mine the extent of a terrorist threat to the United States. 
Among those visited were elected officials. Outrage at this 
patently discriminatory practice was universal, from major 
newspaper editorials to legislation sponsored in the Senate 
and House of Representatives. The in I stopped its pro- 
gramme. but refused to apologise for the embarrassment it had 
caused 

Federal Aviation Administration: In recent years airport 
profiling has become a major concern of Arab Americans. 
“Profiling" is the system that has been put into place at U.S. 
and some international airports in order to enhance air securi- 
ty. Passengers intending to travel are judged by airport per- 
sonnel against a list of characteristics and traits, drawn up by 
the FAA in order to identity individuals most likely to pose a 
terrorist threat. Individuals who fit the profile are separated 
from the other passengers and investigated more closely 
before being allowed to board their flight. 

U.S. law specifically prohibits the use of any racial, ethnic 
or religious characteristic in making up the profile, and the 
FAA denies that these characteristics are used in the profile. 
Nevertheless Arab American organisations have developed a 
compelling case that demonstrates that Arab Americans and 
.American Muslims are being singled out for spiecial discrimi- 
natory treatment. Hundreds of affidavits and complaints from 
Arab Americans have been forwarded to the FAA establishing 
this case. To date there has been no satisfactory- response. 

Immigration and Naturalisation Service: Many immigrant 
groups have reported difficulties in dealing with the INS. and 
.Arab Americans are no different in this respecL Treatment by 
local immigration officials can often be harsh and discrimina- 
tory. But .Arab Americans have a unique concern with this 
agency. In 1996 Congress passed anti-terrorism legislation 
which allows “secret evidence to be used in deportation cases 
of suspected “terrorists.” Arab American and Muslim 
American rights organisations have appealed this legislation 
since it violates the U.S. Constitution which guarantees the 
right of every defendant to see all evidence and confront any 
witnesses in an open court. 

In addition to this constitutional issue is the concern with the 
selective and even discriminatory application of this legisla- 
tion. At present “secret evidence" is being used in a number 
of pending deportation cases — ail of them involving defen- 
dants of Arab descent. No other ethnic community is current- 
ly being targeted. In a few of these cases, when the judges 
have actually reviewed the "secret evidence.” they have found 


the INS’s case to be so insubstantial or politically motivated 
that they have ruled against the agency. The INS has appealed 
each of these cases and continues to press for deportation. 

What concerns Arab Americans is the level to which aD 
three government agencies appears to have fallen prey to anti- 
Arab prejudice and politically motivated efforts designed to 
weaken .Arab American advancements. 

For example, for decades the FBI has had a close working 
relationship with the Anti-Defamation League IADL), an 
American Jewish organisation with an anti-Arab agenda. The. 
ADL has spied on Arab American organisations, maintains 
intelligence files on these groups and shares its information 
with the FBI and other government agencies. 

The Arab American complaint to the Attorney General ques- 
tions the extent to which the behaviour of these government 
agencies toward Arab Americans is motivated by the preju- 
diced assumption that Arabs and Muslims are a “suspect 

sroup." . 

A senior FAA official acknowledged as much during a dis- 
cussion with Arab American leaders. He indicated that in fact, 
the agency did view Arabs and Muslims as more prone toward 
terrorist activity than any other group. This assumption is 
directly contradicted by statistics issued by the FBI and the 
State Department. In the two decades that the FBI has been 
collecting dam on terrorism in. the United States, Arabs or 
Muslims account for only three of the almost 200 reported ter- 
rorist incidents. 

In contrast, Jewish groups accounted for 18 incidents and 
Hispanic groups account for more than 50. On the interna- 
tional scene, ann ual State Department terrorism reports show 
that the region of the world where the greatest number of anti- 
U.S. terrorist attacks occur is Latin America. The Middle East' 
is a distant third. 

Despite this data, some government officials continue to 
make the unsubstantiated assertion that Arabs and Muslims 
represent the U.S.’ number one terrorist threat. It is this atti- 
tude that accounts for the biased behaviour government agen- 
cies have demonstrated toward Arab Americans and Arab res- 
idents in the United States. 

In the complaint to the Attorney General, Arab Americans 
charge the FBI, FAA and INS with a pattern of biased behav- 
iour. It is important to note that this behaviour has an impact 
beyond those targeted by the agencies. 

Ultimately the community as a whole has been effected 
Victims of FAA profiling, for an example, have included: doc- 
tors, university professors, elderly grandparents, and promi- 
nent second-generation businessmen. All have been stopped 
and harassed at U.S. and international airports. And the only 
common characteristic shared by this disparate group of vic- 
tims of profiling, was that they were Arab Americans. 

Arab Americans thus are challenging these discriminatory 
government practices because they present a direct threat to 
the community’s further empowerment and advancement in 
the United States. - 
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‘Threat presented by Saddam is much exaggerated’ 


Bv Martin van Creveld 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Now that the Iraq crisis 
appears to be over, we can 
see it for what it truty was. In 
my view, the threat that 
Saddam Hussein presents 
today has been vastly exag- 
gerated both in the United 
States and here in Israel. 

With his military force s till 
weakened by the 19^1 Gulf 
war and his economy crip- 
pled by seven years of sanc- 
tions. the Iraqi president is 
incapable of mounting a seri- 
ous assault of anyone by air. 
land or sea. 

It is hard io know precisely 
what the economic situation 
in Iraq is today : the country 's 
economic data have long 
been considered j state 
secret. But in 1990. the last 
year for which reliable esti- 
mates exist, the International 
Institute of Strategic Studies 
in London suggested chat 
Iraq, with its IS million peo- 
ple. had a gross domestic 
product lhai was equal t*-* 
between I and 2 per cent of 
that of the United States. 

Since then the country na^ 
lost a major war. endured a 
series of v icious civil wars in 
which thousands land possi- 
bly tens of thousands! were 
killed. lost control over much 
of its northern territory and 
been subject to sanctions that 
deprived it of appro x imaiel;- 
r.vo-thirds of its major source 
of hard currency , oil. Short of 
some hidden miracle, the 
Iraqi economy must certainly 
have fallen to a small fraction 
of its former size. 

What is more. Iraq has 
never had any major arms- 
producing industries, and. 
because it is almost entirety 
surrounded by hostile coun- 
tries it is unlikely to have 
received significant amounts 
of arms from elsewhere. It is 
u Third World country with- 
out a highly developed tech- 
nological or manufacturing 
infrastructure, i Who remem- 
bers ever buying anything, 
apart from dried dates, with 
the label “Product of Iraq” on 
it?! 

As the Gulf war demon- 
strated. Iraq did succeed in 
assembling a primitive ver- 


sion of a 1950-vintaee Soviet 
medium-range missile. But 
the attempts to extend the 
Scud's range were so inex- 
pert that the missiles fired at 
Israel in 1991 often disinte- 
grated in mid-air. 

Even at the peak of his 
power in 1990. Saddam 
Hussein's engineers could 
not build major weapon sys- 
tems sucii as aircraft, artillery 
pieces or tanks. let alone 
develop the sophisticated 
electronics necessary to 
guide ±e weapons ihev car- 
ried to their targets. 

And row. faced with a 
shortage of spare pans 
> w hicb his country, without a 
large automotive or electron- 
ics industry, cannot produce). 
Saddam Hu»ein is probably 
incapable of carry ing out any 
large-scale military ground 
movements. That would 
require putting into working 
order the 3.000 or so v chicles 
needed to move a modern 
armoured di\ i.sion. 

E*. e.t ;f he eculd muster his 
troop.,, it is highly unlikely 
that r.is air defence system, 
which was all but destroyed 
in 1991. has been rebuilt 
enough to protect their move- 
ments against the kind of air 
attack that the United States 
•cou'.d direct against them. 

As for Saddam Hussein’s 
vaunted “weapons of mass 
destruction” and the infra- 
structure needed to produce 
them, they are less of a threat 
than they have been made out 
to be — and bombing would 
not ftu'.e done away with 
their., anyway. 

As some of America's lead- 
ing scientists confirmed for 
me recently, the sort of bio- 
lortva! ar.d chemical 
weapons that Saddam 
H'c-scirt is thought to have 
developed can be produced 
by any trait ersity laboratory, 
arj with \en limited means. 
Eve-t if. by some miracle, the 
lu>t germ -hearing vial in the 
lust Iraqi laboratory could be 
targeted and blown up. or be 
dismantled by U.N. Special 
Corrmv<s:on inspectors, the 
•■iai', contents could he 
quickly recreated. 

Of course, the missiles ihai 
deliver chemical and biologi- 
cal w carons arc harder to 


produce. But after seven 
years of the UNSCOM 
inspectors' unrelenting hunt 
for them, it is hard to believe 
that Saddam Hussein still has 
many left — or that he pos- 
sesses the command-and- 
control infrastructure needed 
to launch more than a hand- 
ful of them at one time. 

More important still, the 
grouping of chemical and 
biological weapons together 
with nuclear weapons under 
the common rubric of “mass 
destruction” is misleading for 
the following reasons: As the 
bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki so spectacularly 
demonstrated. nuclear 

weapons are capable of 
destroying entire cities — 
even countries — in a matter 
of seconds: by contrast, 
chemical and biological 
weapons, however, horrible 
they may be. allow their [ar- 
gots hours or even days in 
which to act and react. 

In that time, cities can be 
evacuated, affected areas 
decontaminated, and those " 
people who have fallen ill 
can be treated with medicines 
and antidotes. Many may die. 
but the society and its infra- 
structure will survive. A 
whole arsenal of chemical 
and bacteriologic weapons is 
no match for even the least 
powerful of America's 
Ui.UUO nuclear weapons — 
and it is not even clear that 
Iraq has many. 

i Indeed, one argument for 
Saddam Hussein’s reluctance 
to allow inspections has been 
that he has so few weapons 
left that he does not want to 
reveal his weakness). 

The United States’ main 
.Arab allies, such as Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt, seem to 
realise that Saddam Hussein 
presents a minimal threat to 
his neighbours, let alone to 
more distant countries. With 
the exception of Kuwait, 
which obviously felt obliged 
to follow the call, they 
refused to join in the recent 
crusade against Iraq. 

Yet. senior U.S. policy- 
makers seemed intent on 
magnifying the Iraqi throat. 
And Israel lollowed suit, 
partly because it wants to 
side with the United States. 


to 


partly because it hopes 
obtain additional free or dis- 
counted military' equipment, 
and partly because Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu wants to postpone 
for as long as possible addi- 
tional withdrawals from the 
West Bank. 

And the threat seems par- 
ticularly overblown consider- 
ing the arsenal in Israel’s 
hands. Saddam Hussein must 
realise that the first chemical 
or biological warhead 
launched against Tel Aviv 
would almost certainly be the 
last. 

While it is hard to under- 
stand the motivation behind 
the United States' belliger- 
ence. there is a larger and 
more positive lesson to be 
drawn from ihc crisis. 

Ever since 1946. when first 
the Nuremberg trials and 
then the U.N. Charter identi- 
fied conducting “aggressive" 
war as a crime, states have 
been losing their previously 
undisputed right to use force 
against their neighbours. 

President Bill Clinton's 
wrangling with the U.N. 
Security Council and its 
emissary. Secretary -General 
Kofi Annan, brings to mind 
the way in which medieval 
rulers once required the 
Pope’s consent before going 
to war: until about *A.D. 
1,300. to wage war without 
the pontiff's blessing was to 
pay a heavy political price. 
Now. at the end of the mil- 
lennium. even the world’s 
sole remaining superpower 
finds it extraordinarily diffi- 
cult to go io war without first 
obtaining the sanction of 
international law. 

Thus the recent crisis may 
be remembered, if at all. as 
one more stepping-stone 
towards delegitimising war 
between nations. Consider- 
ing the havoc that wars have 
w rought on the world during 
the first half of the 20th cen- 
tury. that is not such a bad 
thing at aJJ. 


LETTERS 


‘Dangerous precedent’ 


To the editor: 


I READ with great interest the article headlined 
“Fulbright employee threatens legal action over dis- 
missal for political activities" t Jordan Times, March 22, 
1998). 1 believe that this case sets a very dangerous 
precedent. One is forced to question the limits of basic 
freedoms that are constitutionally guaranteed to 
Jordanians. 

As Jordanians we have a right, if not a responsibility, 
acting within the limits of the law, to bring up issues that 
we feel are important. Should we now be worried to 
speak up because we may lose our job? Ms. Dabbas car- 
ried out the activities mentioned in her personal time and 
in her capacity as a Jordanian citizen and did not break 
any laws in Jordan or in the U.S. Moreover, it is my 
understanding that the Fulbright programme was estab- 
lished as a result of the late Senator Fulbright's frustra- 
tion with U.S. foreign policy vis-a-vis developing 
nations. Senator Fulbright was one of the harshest critics 
of his government’s double standards. He has been quot- 
ed as saying in a Senate speech: “We must dare to think 
unthinkable thoughts." We must learn to explore all the 
options and possibilities that confront us in a complex 
and rapidly changing world. We must learn to welcome 
and not fear the voices of dissent. We must dare to think 
the ‘unthinkable things' because when things become 
unthinkable, thinking stops and action becomes mind- 
less." 

It seems to me that his vision has been lost somewhere 
along the way. The goal of free exchange of knowledge 
and ideas, risks being lost as well. 

As a Jordanian, the dismissal of Ms. Dabbas appall 5 
rne "J^ n< ^- ^ believe that our constitutional rights should 
not be violated and we should not worry about losing our 
jobs just because someone does not like what we say. as 
private Jordanian citizens. 


Kholood Abdo 
Amman 
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The isriier is a military histo- 
rian ai Hebrew University in 
occupied Jeriisalem. This 
article is reprinted from [lie 
International Herald Tri- 
bune. 


Arbitrary application of laws 


To the editor: 

1 T fad day when a Jordanian citizen is allowed to be 

j 1 .. y from her job for exercising her constitu- 

^^nteed right of freedom of expression- 
nnhh«? g ? lcIe by Amy Henderson, Ms. Aida 
the Rin-iftl her -i ob ^ programme officer at 

ev„re«S U K nal Fulbrighl Commission because she 
this is -in e fj an * e ,f over VS- policy towards Iraq. V 
Sli-Sa 10 h ?PP en . theQ w e are being made W 
people Ur Cons . titutio “ can be ignored when 

Kni^ h J d P ° Wer decide t0 d0 so - I call on the 

government, as partners in the binatioffd 
Fulbright Commission, to invest 
bS ril^£? ro - ve t0 ^ Jord anian people that our 
ously S K ^ Jord anians are something to be taken sen* 


LBadran 

Am® 31 
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights turns 50 

A better future lies in realm of spirit, moral order and renewed sense of responsibility 



Following is ike text of the speech delivered by 
Czech Republic President Vaclav Havel at the 
March 16 event commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights in Geneva. 

A NUMBER of diverse texts have played a 
fundamental role in .human history. The Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human Rights differs 
from all the others primarily in one respect: its 
impact has not been meant to remain confined 
within one culture or one civilisation. From 
the very outset, it has been envisaged as a uni- 
versal, so to speak planetary, set of principles 
to govern human coexistence, and it has grad- 
ually become the point of departure for count- ' 
less successive guidelines defining the rules of 
a worthy life together for the people and 
nations on this Earth. Texts of such fundamen- 
tal nature are not easily bom. The Declaration 
of Human Rights was obviously the fruit of a 
very special climate right after World War n. 
when all humanity realised that if the world 
wanted to prevent repetitions of such apoca- 
lyptic horrors it had to rise above the various 
particular interests or concerns of prestige, and 
to agree on a certain fundamental code. 

The life of the Declaration of Human Rights 
has been marked by contradictions. 

On one hand, the declaration has notably 
predetermined the direction of the United • 

Nations in the 50 years that have followed. Its 
imprint is borne by many ensuing U.N. docu- Vaclav Havel 
ments, as well as by hundreds of international 

treaties and constitutional instruments of indi- or third-class status as an inconvenient and 

vidual nations. It was also present in the back- politically inexpedient issue. Massive viola- 

ground of the well-known Final Act of the tions of fundamental human rights, which 

1975 Helsinki conference. The emphasis clearly include the right of life, is in fact, often 

placed in that document on human rights invoked to explain or defend national or state 

helped to put an end to the bipolar division of interests, and is. unfortunately, becoming an 

the world. It added momentum to the opposi- everyday reality which, in the past decade, we 

tion movements in the communist countries could watch in almost a live transmission. The 

who took the accords signed by their govern- genocide in Rwanda, the killing in Chechenya, 

meats seriously, and intensified their struggle Bosnia and Herzegovina, the situation " in 

for the observance of human rights, thus chal- Tibet, North Korea, Burma. Cuba and Kosovo 

lenging the very essence of totalitarian sys- — this is but a part of the list of events we 

terns. have to bear in mind. Backed by the provisions 

On the other hand, it is of the Universal 

also true that human Declaration of 

rights have been violated, the* life* rtf all fhn c/a Human Rights, we 

ignored or suppressed in * " use v/f an uiU9 ts should be able to 

many countries of the w fj 0 SCOm human rights c v 0nfr0nr v theSe 

world — in some of them a threats to human 

in milder forms, in others /$ ITWCh mOTG difficult life freedom and 

very brutally — through- . , . . . . dignity, or at least to 

out the 50 years since the Wlttl tflG QGClSrdtlOfl 111 always clearly iden- 

This is not surprising: the plHCG, ttldfl it WdS OGTOTG . Why have human 
immensely complex beings the preroga- 

world that we live in can rive to enjoy any 

hardly be changed overnight simply by pass- human rights ? I often ask myself this question. 

iag a declaration. - ’"and Thhve dealt with' it many rimes in my 

-Nevertheless. - I- believe -that- the frequent - speeches.-TiBte-and-again,-I-come-to-ihe-cwn- 
breachesof its principles fiavebeen by fair out- ' cTustonThat this is something essentially 'aif- 
weigbed by the historic importance of this ferent, and much more profound, than a mere 

global commitment. For the first time in histo- contract among people who have found it 

ry, there has been a valid, and globally respect- practical to have their rights articulated and 

ed, instrument holding up a mirror to the mis- guaranteed in some way or other, and to have 

ery of this world: a universal standard with an instrument restricting, automatically, the 

which we can constantly compare the actual rights of those who could, or who would wish 

state of affairs, to which we can point, and in to. deny them their rights or jeopardise their 

whose name we can act to combat injustices if exercise. In formal terms, the Universal Dec- 

need be. Since everyone has subscribed to this laration of Human Rights, indeed, takes the 

standard, few would venture to criticise it as form of a contract or covenant tike the hun- 

such. This means that all those who commit dreds of thousands of laws or regulations gov- 

substantial violations of its principles must eming human coexistence. This covenant 

face this historical novelty. To put it simply: however, derives from certain paradigms, 

the life of all those who scorn human rights is established notions or preconditions that need 

much more difficult with the declaration in no further explanation. Let us take, for exam- 

place, than it was before. pie, the concept of human dignity. In one way 

For this reason we must not allow the subject or another, it permeates all the fundamental 

of human rights and their consistent enforce- human rights and human rights documents, 

ment to be quietly relegated to a second-class We find this so natural that we see no point in 




. . .the life of all those 
who scorn human rights 
is much more difficult 
with the declaration in 
place, than it was before. 


weighed by the historic importance of this 
global commitment. For the first time in histo- 
ry, there has been a valid, and globally respect- 
ed, instrument holding up a mirror to the mis- 
ery of this world: a universal standard with 
which we can constantly compare the actual 
state of affairs, to which we can point, and in 
whose name we can act to combat injustices if 
need be. Since everyone has subscribed to this 
standard, few would venture to criticise it as 
such. This means that all those who commit 
substantial violations of its principles must 
face this historical novelty. To put it simply: 
the life of all those who scorn human rights is 
much more difficult with the declaration in 
place, than it was before. 

For this reason we must not allow the subject 
of human rights and their consistent enforce- 
ment to be quietly relegated to a second-class 


asking what human dignity actually means, or 
why should humanity possess it; or do we 
inquire why it is practical for us all to recog- 
nise it for one another. 

I am convinced that the deepest roots of that 
which we now call human rights lie some- 
where beyond us. and above us; somewhere 
deeper than the world of human covenants — 
in a realm that I would, for simplicity’s sake, 
describe as metaphysical. Although they may 
fail to realise this, human beings — the only 
creatures who are fully aware of their own 
being and of their mortality, and who perceive 
their surroundings as a world and have an 
inner relationship to that world — derive their 
dignity, as well as their responsibility, from the 
world as a whole; that is, from that in which 
they see the world's central theme, its back- 
bone. its order, its direction, its essence, its 
soul — name it as you will. Christians put this 
quite simply: Man is here in the image of God. 

The world has markedly changed in the past 
50 years. -There are many more of us on this 
planet now; the colonial system has fallen 
apart: the bipolar division is gone; globalisa- 
tion is advancing at a dizzying pace. The Euro- 
American culture that largely moulded the 
character of our present civilisation is no 
--longer the predom inant. -We-are entering an era 
oF riunti-culmrairsm.“WR7Ie''ihe world is now 
enveloped by one single global civilisation, 
this civilisation is based on coexistence of 
many cultures, religions or spheres of civilisa- 
tion that are equal, and equally powerful. 

These different worlds naturally have their 
different historical, spiritual, political and 
moral traditions. More and more often, we 
have witnessed clashes between these tradi- 
tions and the human rights notion embodied in 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Many times, an alleged contradiction has sim- 
ply served as an ignoble pretext for various 
autocrats who have sought to legitimate their 
evil actions by pointing out the “otherness” of 
their cultures. On other occasions, however, 
the incongruity is real, and the various stan- 
dards developed by the Euro-American world 
are truly perceived in all sincerity as an alien 
creation that can perhaps be respected, but not 


inwardly embraced. Moreover, some find this 
creation much too secular, much too mundane, 
much too materia], claiming that it fails to pay 
regard to the higher authority that is the only 
source of all moral imperatives and all the 
rights that are derived from these imperatives, 
or safeguards by them. This is not quite cor- 
rect; The Western human rights standards are. 
in fact, a modem application of the Christian 
principles. Seen from the outside, however, 
this does not appear to be so — and things 
might be even worse if it was seen that way. 
because then it might well be regarded as a 
religious imperialism under a civil cloak. 

What can be done in this situation? 

Certainly there are a thousand avenues. In 
the sphere we are dealing with today, 1 see one 
viable course in placing emphasis on the spir- 
itual source of human rights. This is something 
that will not make these rights an alien phe- 
nomenon for the non-European or non- Ameri- 
can worlds, on the contrary; It may bring them 
closer to these realms. First and foremost, 
however, it may bring them closer to us who 
come from the Euro-American environment, 
for we seem to be the ones who are most 
inclined to lose sight of the spiritual dimension 
of the values we believe in, and of the meta- 
physical origin of the rights we claim: and to 
regard documents like the Declaration of 
Human Rights simply as some kind of a good 
business. 

Most importantly, the primeval foundations 
of all the main religious systems of the world 
contain, in different forms, the same basic 
principles, and the same moral imperatives. 
The various religions differ tremendously in 
accentuation, in spirit, in character and in litur- 
gy. but somewhere deep down we always find 
the same fundament — the same call for 
humility before that which is around us and 
above us, for decency and for solidarity; the 
same reference to the memory of the universe 
where all our actions are proven for their true 
worth; the same emphasis on our responsibili- 
ty for the whole world. 

I do not think that the United Nations, today, 
could ratify’ a document whose significance 
would match that of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. I could see that for myself 
during the preparations of the Anniversary 
Summit, when attempts were made behind the 
scenes with a view to adopting a concise doc- 
ument of a declaratory nature that would 
respond, in a fundamental way. to the changes 
in the world in the past 50 years. Taking part 
in the preparations, 1 soon realised how diffi- 
cult it was to reach agreement on anything. 
Not that nobody agreed to the proposed texts, 
but many were concerned about who wrote 
them, and whether the authors were not people 
whom they should oppose; while others “wadi- !: 
ed to have something added or deleted for rea- • 
sons of sheer prestige. As a result of this — *bot 
surprisingly — no document was produced in 
the end. Nevertheless, I still believe that those 
of us who want to could make an effort to 
highlight the spiritual dimension and spiritual 
origin of the values guarded by the United 
Nations, and to translate this also into the 
organisation’s practical activities. If a better 
future for this world lies in the realm of spirit, 
of moral order, and of a renewed sense of 
responsibility for this world, who but the Unit- 
ed Nations should be the one to restate this 
again and again? 

Much has been said about reform of the 
organisation. I shall conclude with a few gen- 
eral remarks, which may sound rather unreal- 
istic at present, but I still fed that I should 
share them because I am deeply convinced 
that they could enrich the endeavours of this 
unique and tremendously important institution 


in the future. 

I have already mentioned the first point: I 
would deem it advisable if the United Nations 
became the scene of a quest for a common 
denominator of spiritual values uniting the dif- 
ferent cultures of our present world. The U.N. 
should look for ways in which the entire sys- 
tem that is aimed to foster human rights, and 
all the other rights and responsibilities shared 
by humanity today, could be more deeply 
implanted in this spiritual foundation. 

Second: I think dial the United Nations and 
the various U.N. agencies, committees and 
commissions should^ in an increasing mea- 
sure, instill their efforts with a systematic con- 
cern for human rights. All their actions should 
be rooted in. related to. or derived from, the 
concept of human rights. This might, perhaps, 
create a climate in which there would not be so 
much particularism, so much indifference, so 
much tolerance for obvious evil, motivated by 
egoism or by economic or geopolitical inter- 
ests. To my mini the biggest problem of 
today’s multipolar world — a world which has 
witnessed a reawakening of hundreds of 
atavistic national interests — does not lie in 
evil as such, but in tolerance for evil. To give 
just one example: let us remember how long it 
took before Europe was able to stop the war in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina! And who knows 
whether that war would not have continued to 
this day had the United States not intervened! 

Tie third remark that I shall make is certain- 
ly not new; It is Decessary to debureaucratise 
and deformalise all of the U.N. bodies, institu- 
tions and procedures and achieve, thusly. sub- 
stantial cuts in the organisation's budget. 

Fourth: The United Nations should give 
thought to the structure of the Security Coun- 
cil. difficult as it may be. In many respects, the 
present council is but a relic of post-war cir- 
cumstances. I envision a Security Council 
with a permanent presence of states that have 
die largest populations, wield the greatest 
influence and are best equipped to represent 
the various continents of this world and 
spheres of its civilisation. Integrated regions, 
such as Europe, might well be represented by 
one common representative. And I also envi- 
sion much more flexible decision-making if. 
for example, the right of veto would be applic- 
able only when exercised by at least two per- 
manent members. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, I 
think that the United Nations should do every- 
thing in its power in order that people should 
perceive it as their very own organisation, not 
just as a club of their governments. Undoubt- 
edly, this perception could be enhanced in a 
number of different ways. For example, peo- 
ple could pay the United Nations directly, with 
the government authorities of their countries 
just transferring the funds to their destination. 
Contributions to the U.N. would then be con- 
tributions of all the inhabitants of this planet, 
not of governments. It would be marvellous if 
evety man and woman knew that the United 
Nations is their organisation, even if they paid 
no more than one millionth of their annual 
incomes. 

I know of the broad-minded reform concept 
which [Secretary General Kofi Annan] has 
prepared for the United Nations, and I fully 
support it. Nevertheless. I have also wanted to 
offer, on this occasion, a few suggestions — 
perhaps somewhat utopian — of my own. 

It is my wish that the United Nations suc- 
ceeds and thrives. It is my hope that the Uni- 
■versal Declaration of Human Rights, whose 
birth we are commemorating, will not be just 
a dream about what humanity’s position 
should be like in this world. May it gradually 
turn, in all countries, into a living reality. 


37 firms, unions and banks to boycott 
talks on savings funds provisional law 


Crown Prince calls for backing to revive Jordan’s badia region 


(Continued from page 1) 

participants that the draft 
law was “upon instruc- 
tions of the International 
Monetary Fund.” 

‘The government has to 
clarify the situation,” Mr. 
Khirfan said. “It should 
clarify why such law was 
proposed and what are 
the real reasons behind it. 
We cannot agree on such 
a law.” 

Deputy director general 
of the Jerusalem Insur- 
ance Company. Yassin 
Kayfd, said that the gov- 
ernment’s objective 
behind the project was 
“to control the profes- 
sional unions by control- 
ling their financial 
sources.'’ 

The professional 
unions, which maintains 
the lion's share of the 
saving funds, are severe 
critics of the govern- 
ment’s peace policy with 
Israel and usually spear- 
heads anti-government 
campaigns. 

“What the government 
says worries us, makes 
our fears ■ justified and 
prompt us never to trust 
it," Mr. Kayid added. 

Others speakers who 
took, part in the discus- 
sion also criticised the 
government’s proposed 
law and called for unify- 
ing ranks against the draft 


law. 

Meanwhile, the daily 
turnover at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFMj 
has registered a remark- 
able increase in Tues- 
day’s trading following 
the sale of JD1 1.7 million 
worth of Arab Bank 
shares in a serious move 
to liquidate the bank's 
saving fund. 

Brokers at the AFM 
said that the total 
turnover on Tuesday 
amounted to JD12.4 mil- 
lion compared . with 
J 0763,557 on Monday. 

Earlier this month, the 
Arab Bank decided to 
dissolve its saving fund 
to protect the rights and 
sayings of its employees 
on fear of a surprise gov- 
ernment move to enact 
the law. A high percent- 
age of the bank's saving 
fund, which amounts to 
JD30 million, is invested 
in shares. 

The Arab Bank's sale 
was a very serious blow 
to the government draft 
law, which will induce 


JD34G through two major 
contracts. 

He said that the transfer 
was from the Arab Bank's 
saving fund to a “non- 
Jordanian buyer whose 
identity was not known.” 

Naim Naqeeb, another 
broker, said that rumours 
in the stock market indi- 
cated that the transfer of 
the Arab Bank shares 
were “for a Saudi 
investor." 

Other brokers said that 
the shares where bought 
by Arab Bank Chairman 
Abdul Majeed Shoman 
and not by “foreign 
investors.” 

“If other . companies, 
decide to dissolve theiT 
funds and sell their share 
at the AFM. this means 
more supply of shares 
bringing down prices if 
demand' does not pick 
up,”. Mr. Abu Hijleh told 
the Jordan Times. 

“If such a trend pre- 
vails, it will lead to more 
losses in the market,” he 
added. 

“The Arab Bank was 


ket. Additional sales will 
put more weight and dou- 
ble our difficulties." said 
Mr. Abu Hijleh. 

Mr. Naqeeb said that it 
will be a “national disas- 
ter” if most of the private 
sector firms decide to dis- 
solve their saving funds. 

“If each person gets his 
savings, he or she will 
resort to spending them 
rather than directing them 
to investment purposes," 
he said. 

“Despite government 
assurances, people are 
still worried and will not 
be satisfied before the 
government clarifies 
everything,” Mr. Naqeeb 
said. 


(Continued from page 1) 


Jordan’s “overwhelming desire 
is to resurrect the badi3 and 
reader it a life-sustaining envi- 
ronment for man and livestock, 
as it was for many centuries 
before the advent of modernity, 
while at the same time con- 
serving its enormous appeal as 
a place of natural beauty and 
peace.” 

Prince Hass an announced 
that the headquarters of the 
programme, the Safawi Field 
Centre, around J50 kilometres 
north-east of Amman, was pro- 
moted from a "programme" to 
a “centre" to help boost 
research activity'. 

"The new Badia centre is 
clearly poised for an accelerat- 
ed burst of research activity, in 
‘ which we hope that Jordanians 
and •British will continue to 
work harmoniously for the 
benefit of the region and its 


people.” 

Prince Has san, is accompa- 
nied by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvatb. Minister of 
Industry, and Trade Hani 
Mulki, Minister of Tourism 
Aqel BiJtaji and other officials. 

Earlier Monday. Prince Has- 
san and the Duke of Keot visit- 
ed an exhibition entitled “The 
Badia Comes to London — A 
Celebration of Culture, Her- 
itage and Art" at the RGS 
headquarters in central Lon- 
don. 

The March 16-27 exhibition 
features Bedouin woollen rugs, 
silver jewellery and other tradi- 
tional handicrafts. 

The two later attended a lec- 
ture that was given by JBRDP 
Director Mohammad Shahbaz 
and his British counterpart, 
Roderick Dutton at the RGS. 
Both outlined the programme’s 
achievements and its future 
plans to develop the region 

Dr. Shahbaz said the JBRDP 


will be promoted to a national 
centre affiliated to the HCST, 
with a mandate covering all the 
badia region. 

Dr. Dutton reviewed the 
impact of recent natural and 
economic developments in the 
badia on the lives of the 16,000 
families inhabiting the region. 

He said the lifting of state 
subsidies on livestock feed — 
wheat and barley — which 
could be considered by many 
as a negative move in tie 
short-term, will show positive 
results in the long-term. 

Sharifa Zein Bint Nasser, 
public relations director for the 
JBRDP. termed as successful 
the "U.K. Appeal 1998.” 

She told the Jordan Times on 
Tuesday that the financial and 
moral support that the project 
received here encouraged the 
launching of similar initiatives 
in other countries in (he future. 
“We have fulfilled both our 
goals: informing die British 


and Arab public about the 
badia project, and receiving a 
big push forward, both morally 
and financially," she said. 

Through the exhibition, the 
JBRDP also hopes to under- 
score the role of women in the 
badia. 

“We are planning to allocate 
one seat in the programme’s 
council for bedouin women, to 
acknowledge and boost their 
traditional role in decision- 
malting,” Sharifa Zein said. 

The badia programme aims 
at linking the region’s econom- 
ics with that of Jordan's devel- 
opment and improving living 
standards of citizens residing 
in 35 communities who heavi- 
ly rely on pastoral activities to 
earn a living. 

It concentrates its efforts on 
scientific research to identity a 
model useful in the develop- 
ment of and investment in the 
badia. 


Annan appeals for peace on last leg of Mideast tour 


other firms, banks and . lucky to find some parties 
professional unions to that were ready to buy its 


dissolve their saving 
funds. 

Abdul Mutaleb Abu 
Hijleh, a senior broker at 
the AFM. said that Arab 
Bank has sold 34,960 
shares Tuesday at rates 
ranging from JD335 to 


shares. Other saving 

funds which hold shares 
might not find the same 
luck.” he added. 

“The AFM already suf- 
fers from lack of liquidity 
which hampers the 

investments in the mar- 


( Continued from page IJ 

troop withdrawal from the 
West Bank Tuesday by say- 
ing the land in question was 
empty of Palestinians “but 
full of security implica- 
tions” for Israel. 

“The Palestinian Authori- 
ty controls the area contain- 
ing 98 per cent of the Pales- 
tinian West Bank popula- 
tion." Mr. Netanyahu assert- 
ed. 

“So the territory we're 
dealing with is empty of 


Palestinians but full of secu- 
rity implications for Israel." 
he said, referring to the 
four-point difference 
between the U.S. and Israeli 
proposals. 

“We have a very, very 
deep attachment to this 
land, to every rock and 
every tree,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said. 

“It’s not easy to redeploy 
from this land... and yet we 
are committed to the [Oslo 
peace] agreement signed by 
our predecessors" thar calls 


for trading land for peace, 
he said. 

Mr. Annan responded 
quickly that “the Palestini- 
ans say the same thing 
about an attachment to the 
land for thousands of 
years." Mr. Annan also crit- 
icised Mr. Netanyahu’s pol- 
icy of expanding Jewish set- 
tlements in occupied areas, 
saying, “We need to avoid 
actions that seem to affect 
the facts on the ground." • 

On the Lebanon issue, Mr. 
Netanyahu said he expected 


his government to approve 
next week a plan to imple- 
ment a 20-year-old U.N. 
Security Council Resolu- 
tion calling for the with- 
drawal of Israeli troops 
from the neighbouring state. 

“We hope we finish the 
discussions in the cabinet 
next week... and then I hope 
we will formally accept 
Resolution 425 for the first 
time since we were forced 
to go into Lebanon,” he 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu's proposal 


conditions a withdrawal 
from the buffer zone Israel 
occupies in south Lebanon 
on the Beirut government 
taking effective control of 
the area and preventing 
cross-border guerrilla 
attacks. Mr. Netanyahu’s 
proposal conditions a with- 
drawal from the buffer zone 
Israel occupies in south 
Lebanon on the Beirut gov- 
ernment taking effective 
control of the area and pre- 
venting cross-border guer- 
rilla attacks. 
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EU to back 11 for EMU 


BRUSSELS fRj — The Euro- 
pean Commission in one of two 
key reports to be issued on 
Wednesday will recommend 
that ll European Union lEU} 
member stales launch monetary 
union in 1999 despite risks 
expected to be highlighted by 
central bankers. 

“Eleven countries will be 
considered us respecting the 
Maastricht convergence crite- 
ria.'' a Commission source said. 

The selected group of coun- 
tries is: Austria. Belgium. Fin- 
land. France. Germany, Ireland. 
Italy. Luxembourg, the Nether- 
lands. Portugal and Spain. 

The Commission recommen- 
dations will not cover Britain 
and Denmark, which have 
opted out of Economic and 
Monetary Union (EMU), 
another EU source said. 

Sweden, which decided last 
year nor to join EMU from the 
start even though it has no for- 
mal opt-ouu will be covered as 
will Greece, which has already 
said it will not be ready to join 
until 2001. 

The likely euphoria of those 
considered until recently as 
EMU outsiders, such as Italy, 
will be tempered by a report to 
be released simultaneously by 
the European Monetary Insti- 
tute (EMI), the forerunner to 
Europe's planned central bank, 
and later by other central banks. 

Neither the EM] nor its con- 
stituent central banks can veto 
the participation of any of the 
countries wanting to join. 

But they could have a big 
influence on the European Par- 
liament and national assemblies 
that have to be consulted on the 
Commission's recommenda- 
tions before a summit of EU 
leaders in May io decide the 
EMU starting line up. 

The EMI will use its conver- 
gence report to issue a delicate- 
ly worded critique of problems 
like hich debt levels in the euro 


zone, one monetary source said. 

Reports flora the Dutch cen- 
tral bank and German Bundes- 
bank. to be published in time 
for cabinet meetings on Friday, 
are expected to do the same. 

However, neither the EMI 
nor the banks arc expected to 
rock the boaL 

“EMI President tWimi 
Duisenberg said long ago that 
the final choice shall rest with 
the politicians " U.S. hank Mer- 
rill Lynch said in a report last 
week. 

German government coali- 
tion sources said on Tuesday 
they did not see the Bundes- 
bank objecting to a broad. 11 
member EMU start. 

Bonn said Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl would comment on the 
Commission and EMI reports 
on Wednesday — half an hour 
after their publication and 
before separate news confer- 
ences from the EMI and Com- 
mission. 

With the list of EMU starters 
settled, analysts said the most 
important part of the reports 
would be their accompanying 
economic analyses and new 
growth and inflation forecasts 
covering 199S and 1999 due to 
be released by the Commission. 

The Commission will also 
release forecasts for the likely 
EMU area, a source said. 

If these pointed to a mismatch 
between economies of the kind 
that could cause problems for 
monetary policy in the run-up 
to EMU. or after its launch, 
they could re- kindle talk of a 
last-time revaluation of some 
currencies, analysts said 

“For me the important thing 
is what they say about price and 
cost competitiveness and to 
what extent they’ judge the fixed 
exchange rates sustainable." 
said Peter Pritet, chief econo- 
mist at Generate Bank in Brus- 
sels. 

The report's comments on 


membership of die exchange 
rate mechanism (ERM). parr of 
the criteria on exchange rate 
stability, will also be important. 

Sweden '5 stance on unilater- 
ally putting off EMU member- 
ship without a formal opt-out. 
puts the bloc in a tricky legal 
position because Stockholm 
meets all the other EMU elite- 


Arab economists open 
conference in Amman 


The lack of ERM member- 
ship would provide a bandy 
excuse for the Commission to 
exclude Sweden, putting pres- 
sure on both it and Britain to 
join the grid later, before enter- 
ing EMU. Britain and Sweden 
are alone in not belonging to 
the ERM. 


AMMAN (Petra) — For- 
mer Prime Minister Taher 
Masri Tuesday said eco- 
nomic integration and com- 
mon endeavours are vital if 
the Arab World is to cope 
with international political 
and economic develop- 
ments. 

Addressing the opening 
session of the 12th Confer- 
ence of the Arab Econo- 
mists Federation <AEF). 
Mr. Masri stressed the need 
for carrying out political, 
social and economic 
reforms to enable Arab 


countries to develop their 
economies and improve the 
living conditions of their 
citizens. 

Applied Sciences Uni- 
versity (AStD President 
Sulaiman Arabiyat ' said 
trade exchange among Arab 
countries is much below 
expectations as it is less 
than seven per cent of the 
total commercial exchange. 

He attributed this to the 
troubled and sometimes 
strained political relations, 
narrow interests and inter- 
Arab differences which 


governed the formation of 
economic Arab blocs. 

Dr. Arabiyat indicated 
that Arab countries import 
$13 billion worth of strate- 
gic commodities, mostly 
wheat, at a time when they 
can ensure food security 
given the available 
resources they have. 

Other speakers stressed 
the need to come up with 
recommendations to 

enhance economic Arab 
relations and address major 
economic issues in the Arab 
World 
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PAST 12 
HICH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DZV. 

346.000 

250.000 

ARAB BANE 

13. B 

1.1S 

2.340 

1.660 

JOR. NATIONAL BE. 

E 

0.00 

5.800 

3.100 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK 

6.4 

4.84 

3.000 

3.000 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK/NEW 

E 

0.00 

3.540 

1.320 

BANK Or JORDAN 

4.1 

0.00 

2.680 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

10.3 

6.07 

5.300 

4.660 

THE HOUSING BK. 

29.5 

1.97 

.920 

. 620 

JOR. GULF BANK 

3.8 

10.94 

4.190 

2.810 

ARAB JOR. ZRV.BK. 

20.2 

0.00 

2-700 

2.700 

ARAB JOR.ZNV.BX./NEW 

.0 

0.00 

4.020 

1.960 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

10.1 

4.85 

1.400 

.800 

BZZT-AL-KAL (8EITNA 1 

.5 

17.05 


no. or 

SHARES 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JO 


CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 


11720960 

36523 

31000 

15000 

325 

1720 

55706 

1280 

8610 

2768 

6950 

1100 


338.50 

1.67 

3.10 

3.00 

1.30 

1.72 

4.93 

.64 

2.80 

2.70 

1.98 

.88 


BANE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 234.33 *CHG: +0.27 


JOR FRENCH IKSUR. 
holy land zhsua. 


1.98 

1.25 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 121.73 *CHG: 


JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.9 

4.85 

IRB1D ELECTRICITY 

12.5 

5.48 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

42.3 

0.00 

REAL ESTATE I MV. 

13.2 

6.32 

JORDAN I STL-TRAD. 

Z0.5 

0.00 

ALRA'I 

9.7 

6.32 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

17.4 

0.00 

ARAB INTL. INV.EDUC. 

10.6 

1.86 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

UNIFIED CO. 

6.9 

7.10 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 119.36 *CHG: 



Semi Attached villa 3 bedrooms, 
340sqm. Behind C Town and 3 bed 
rooms Apt. in Shmesani 350 sqm. 


5 Tel. No. 07970050-4642229- 5667684 A 


JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

18.6 

3.99 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.1 

3.31 

JOR. PETROL.RE7INARY 

10.3 

8.39 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGR. 

g 

0.00 

ARAB PHARM. KART. 

14.1 

3.90 

JOR. PRINT & PACE. 

9 

0.00 

JOR. PIPES KANFCT. 

14.9 

6.67 

RAFT A INDUSTRIES 

g 

0.00 

ARAB ALOM.IND. 

6.6 

8.93 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

10.4 

0.00 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

g 

0.00 

NATIONAL IKDS. 

g 

0.00 

INTZPMED . PETFO . CHZM . 

g 

0.00 

JOR.CHEM.INDS. 

23.8 

3.43 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

g 

0.00 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

17.2 

5.19 

UN IV . MODN.INDS. 

16.3 

5.88 

JOR. NEK CABLE CO. 

18.7 

0.00 

EL -ZAX READY WEAR 

47.2 

0.00 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

ONION CH. 6 VBG. 

46.8 

0.00 

JORDAN STEEL 

36.6 

6.17 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.8 

15.87 


British Airways Holds Workshop 
for Cargo Agents 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 109.97 XCHGs *0.01 


309 395889 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 167.32 *CHCs *0.18 


467 S323S8 


MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TUSEDAY 24/03/ 19 98^" ' 


BRITISH AIRWAYS held a special workshop at the 
Amman Marriott Hotel entitled “Vision Roll Out to 


GHA/Agenis on New World Cargo Centre," attended by- 
senior officials from Royal Jordanian as well as air-cargo 


agents in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Wa'el Sawalha. marketing and service delivery 
executive, said that “this workshop intends to introduce 
the local transport companies and shipping agents to the 
new and improved services of British Airways World 
Cargo, which will come into effect later this year." 

These projects for British Airways World Cargo, at Lon- 
don Heathrow Airport, are reported to cost more than 250 
million pounds sterling, and are sure to leave clients with 
a very positive impression of the airline, as well as height- 
! ening the standard of services of British Airways World 
j Cargo on a global level. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wiltams 


1 Cass Elltoi for 
one 

5 Writing surface 
10 Translucent 
gem 

14 Woe is me! 

15 Century plant 

16 Depend 

17 Fishing gear 
13 Speedy 

19 French pronoun 

20 Ireland 

23 Terre , 

Indiana 

24 Turf piece 

25 Historic period 

27 Cleopatra's 
snake 

28 Stackings 

32 Medusa tor one 
34 Leader of the 
Huns 

36 Makes a 
misiaka 

37 March 17th 

41 Performing 

couples 

42 Materials tor 
girders 

43 Except 

46 Writer O'Brien 

47 Took a seat 

50 First lady 

51 Health resort 
53 EauaJ 

55 Ireland from 
1922 to 1937 

60 Former 
Russian ruler 

61 Lucy's landlady 

62 Soft. French 
cheese 

63 Ballot 

64 Film spools 

65 Stratford’s river 

66 Godot war 

67 Delete 

68 Watch over 


By Holden Baker 
Greenfield. UA 


DOWN 

1 Mrs. 
Washington 

2 Oahu heflos 

3 Invented 

4 Something ol 
value 

5 Remove find 

6 Culture 

medium 


7 Pop 

8 Bad deeds 

9 Blitz 

10 Raw minerals 

11 Niacm- 
deftaency 
disease 

12 Symbolic story 

13 Caustic 
solution 

21 Conductor 

Zubin 

22 Church vow 

26 Annapolis grad. 

29 Legendary 
Giant 

30 Knights' 
addresses 

31 The in crowd 

33 Crimson and 
scarlet 

34 Church recess 

35 Served 
perfectly 

37 Car shade? 

38 Put up with 

39 Ba rise's beau 

•40 Bangs shut 

41 Expected 

44 Draft toners 


□ODDS □□□□ □□□□ 
□BQQEI □□ □□ □□□□ 
QCHniiliDDIiBliQCinDQ 
nnnn qejq EH3QQSEJ 

■m Bonn qqq 

ni PB UBQ] QJOIOE 30 CI 00 

a miH B □□□□ nnnn 
CJOWH B DB OB □□□□ 
□uaa aan a heiheih 
■MUHIN III! I □□□□□□ 
■ ans Bass 

BBBBBB BBQ QDBB 
nHanmnamESBOBiaH 
DBEI Gl □□□□ 0QQHQ 
UUUE3 EH3QE1 DBBBB 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


WPgftl — 


45 Celestial body 

47 Die from lack of 
food 

48 Movement 

49 Dorn DeLmse 
film 

52 Subsequently 

54 Standing by the 
plate 


56 Angry states 

57 Sateffiteof 
Saturn 

58 Marine 
shockera 

59 What can I 

say? 

60 FDR's New 
Deal agey. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You tend to favour rise 
scientific approach rather than the emotionaL If there's an 
areument between these two, that's fas side you would be 
on — but it’s not necessarily the winning side. In fed, j 
looks like they're evenly matched So listen to both and 
maybe act as referee. You’re good ai that, and you’d leant' 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) People are Hying to tell 
you what to do. Most of the time, you manage to get along 
just fine without their input That might not be an option 
today, however. It looks like a person who's Hying to 
change your life is xh a position to do so. Instead of 
putting up a fuss, just wait. You could have the last laugh 

after alL , , 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You re stronger, more 
confident and decisive, able to concentrate on the work at 
hand. Are visitors coming over tonight? You’d probably 
better be prepared just in case. Your spouse could be 
bringing the boss home for dinner. Go pick up something 
gourmet, which you can pretend you cooked 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) The very thing you least 
want to get involved with could be the key to your suc- 
cess. It’s like having to learn to type so you can get a job. 
so you can buy a new car. In tbai case, learning to type 
equals a new car. It’s that sort of situation you’ll find 
yourself in today. Might as well relax and enjoy it 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You’ll do well in a financial 
deal if you’re working with a partner. It could involve a 
legal settlement. If you're thinking a lawsuit, it's a good 
day to start proceedings. The matter will be judged fairly, 
but the person who’s doing the judging is a rather gener- 
ous mood This will be true of any sort of arbitration. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Fust thing this 
morning, a problem could cause you to rethink the situa- 
tion. You may have ro go back to the drawing board Just 
take it one step at a time. If it's necessary ro call in a n 
expert, go ahead Don’t waste your own time on some- 
thing that’s making you crazy, if somebody else is would 
enjoy it. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're exception- 
ally intelligent today, and also lucky. There could be a 
breakdown at work around the middle of the day. By 
pulling strings behind die scenes, you can fix iL You may 
have to go to the manual to find out bow this mechanism 
operates. Call an expert if necessary. You're so cute, yoa 
can probably get one to help you for free. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) The focus 
today is on domestic matters. Is there something around 
your house that needs fixing or rearranging? If so, it will 
float to the surface today. You'll want to put in the cor- 
rection, and quickly. Later in the week, the conditions win 
be absolutely marvellous for romance, so spend a little 
time right now setting the scene. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) You're 
pushed right now to make changes at home. With all die 
other conditions that are in effect right now, it looks like 
those changes will be positive ones. So while it may be a 
little disruptive for a while, the end will be worth the 
means. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Now 
there's an emphasis on money. Unfortunately, it’s going 
out Today starts out with an unpleasant surprise. It’s a bill 
you foigot to pay or a fee coming due.-An idea will pop 
into your brain in the early afternoon. Jt!s the most ere- 1 
alive; inventive; unusuairtind workable solution. Don't 
act until you've found it 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Either a friend 
is messing with your money or a project is draining your 
resources. You want to help, but you’re running a little 
thin. You'll have die confidence and the information you 
need to make a tough decision around the middle of the 
day. Don't let yourself be talked into anything before 
then. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) It seems like there’s 
more to do than one person can handle. Fmd someone 
who can help you get organised or take over some of your 
chores. This is not necessarily your mate, but your mate 
could help. You tend to keep your ideas to y ourself, but 
today you’re going to have let other people help you turn 
them into reality. Go for iL 




Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE BETTER HALF 




By Glasborgen 



“We should spend more time outdoors. 
You may not enjoy hiking, but checking 
each other for ticks could be fun." 
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U.S. Requirement for Product 
Content for Duty-Free Entry 


100 % 



Six Jordanian industries seen likely to win immediate eligibility 

U.S. will look favourably into any request 


for sub-QIZs in Jordan — Grappo 


By Samir Ghawi 

Jordan Times Economic Editor 


65%: From 
U.S. or 
anywhere in 
world 


35%: Any 
combination 
of input from 
Jordan QIZ, 
the West 
Bank/Gaza, 
and Israel 


AMMAN — U.S. Embassy 
Economic Counsellor Gary 
Grappo told a group of 
Jordanian exporters 

Tuesday evening that the 
U.S. government would 
favourably look into any 
request for a sub-QIZ in 
Jordan if any industrial enti- 
ty meet eligibility' require- 
ments. 

He was answering a ques- 
tion by an industrialist who 
has his factory in Zarqa and 
was eager to take advantage 
of exporting duty-free suits 
to the U.S. market under the 
QIZ (Qualifying Industrial 
Zones) criteria for firms 
established at AI Hassan 
Industrial Estate in Irbid. 

Mr. Grappo had said in a 
recent lecture that there 
could be many QIZs in 
Jordan but in his lecture 
Tuesday evening, he indi- 
cated that sub-QIZs could 
also be a possibility. 

He explained that a sub- 
QIZ could be a single plant 
anywhere in Jordan abiding 
by the criteria specified for 
such a status and approved 


by a joint Jordanian- Israeli 
technical committee exam- 
ining the eligibility of 
firms .The com mi nee is 
expected to meet for the first 
time on Sunday and Mr. 
Grappo . expected six 
Jordanian industries to 
immediately be qualified for 
QIZ status. He saw the num- 
ber rising to 12 firms by the 
end of 199S, but declined to 
estimate the volume or the 
value of products exported 
under the QIZ arrangement. 

Asked why won't the U.S. 
negotiate a free trade agree- 
ment with Jordan similar to 
the one the U.S. has with 
Israel. Mr. Grappo 
explained that a free trade 
agreement requires a monu- 
mental commitment to elim- 
inate all tariffs and other 
trade barriers. “Jordan 
would need to make a num- 
ber of changes to its trade 
regime before it would be 
ready to begin discussion of 
a free trade agreement," he 
said noting such a process 
would take a long time even 
*bn the part of the U.S. where 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at. 


24/03/98 17:45 
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Fact, sheet on ‘Qualifying 
Industrial Zones ’ ( QIZs ) 


The QIZ Concept 

The United States proposed the concept of QIZs in President 
Clinton's Proclamation No. 6955 of November 1996. That 
proclamation extends duty free status to “products of the 
West Bank. Gaza and Qualifying Industrial Zones." The QIZ 
represents an unprecedented opportunity to gain duty-free 
access to the U.S. market without the requirement for any 
reciprocal benefits and is available only to Jordan and Egypt. 


The First QIZ 

The First Qualifying Industrial Zone (QIZ) designated by 
the USTR encompasses the A 1 Hassan Industrial Estate in 
Irbid. in northern Jordan, and an Israeli customs area at the 
re!0x7Iussein;Briager: — 


r?VT Rcr Duty 'free Entry of Products 

In order for QIZ products to gain duty-free entry into the 
U.S.. certain requirements set by U.S. law and a Jordanian- 
Israeli agreement must be met. U.S. law requires that the 
article be a new and different article of commerce that has 
been grown, produced or manufactured in the zone, and that 
at least 35 per cent of the appraised value of a product at the 
time it enters the U.S. must consist of the cost or value of 
materials produced and direct cost of producing operations 
performed in the QIZ. Content from Israel, the West Bank or 
Gaza can also be included in the 35#. For textiles or appar- 
el produced in the Irbid QIZ. rules of origin set out in section 
334 of the Urguay Round Agreement Act, 19 USC 3592. 
will apply. 

The Jordanian-lsraeli agreement establishes a joint com- 
mittee to identify products of businesses located within the 
zone which involve “substantial cooperation” between the 
two countries. The committee may determine- that a product 
involves substantial economic coopertion in one of two 
ways: 

First, of the thirty-five per cent minimum QIZ content, at 
least one-third (of 11.7 per cent) must be added by the 
Jordanian manufacturer in the QIZ and one-third by an 
Israeli manufacturerfs). The remainder of the 35 per cent 
content may be fulfilled by production in the QIZ, die West 
Bank, Gaza, Israel or the U.S. 

Second, Jordanian and Israeli manufacturers must each 
maintain at least twenty per cent of the total production cost 
of the QIZ-produced goods(s). 

The joint committee will consist of representatives named 
by the Jordanian and Israeli governments and an observer 
from the U.S. If the committee determines that one of the 
above criteria for substantial economic cooperation is met, it 
informs U.S. Customs of products and manufacturers eligi- 
ble for duty-free entry. The joint committee will reconfirm 
eligibility for duty-free privileges annually, and can suspend 
a company’s eligibility if the committee’s requirements are 
no longer met. 


Future QIZ Designations 

Although the Irbid QIZ is the only zone to receive this 
privilege* at present, other areas in Jordan and Israel that 
meet eligibility requirements may be designated in the 
future. 


the Congress has a big say 
in such a matter. 

Accordingly. Mr. Grappo 
highlighted the QIZ as being 
really exceptional, extraor- 
dinary and the first such 
facility extended by the U.S. 
to any country in the world 
and urged Jordanians to 
utilise its benefits and 
advantages especially when 
they are not reciprocal. 

The economic counsellor 


expected the QIZ arrange- 
ment to attract large foreign 
investments to Jordan from 
various parts of the world 
and pointed out that 
although the Al Hassan 
Industrial Estate was offi- 
cially designated as a QIZ 
only on March 6, 1998. the 
Jordanian government has 
started preparing to promote 
the facility as a way to build 
on the incentives already 

Product Content Requirements of 


being offered for Arab and 
foreign investors. 

Asked whether input 

obtained from the U.S. 
would give extra advantage 
ro products manufactured at 
die QIZ, Mr. Grappo said 
the U.S. would be willing to 
accept 25 per cent instead of 
the 35 per cent required as 
input from Jordan's QIZ, 
Israel and the West 

Bank/Gaza. 


100 % 


Jordan/lsrael QIZ Agreement 



H65% - From the 
U.S. or 

anywhere in the 
world 


nil .7% - Any 
combination of 
input from a 
Jordanian QIZ, 
Israel, and the 
West Bank/Gaza 

□ 11.7% - From 
Israel 


ED 11.7% - From a 
QIZ in Jordan 


100% 


Production Cost-Sharing 
Requirement of Jordan/lsrael QIZ 
Agreement 


90% 


80% 


70% 


0 % 
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□ 20% - From 
Manufacturer 
in the 

Jordanian QIZ 

□ 20% - From an 
Israeli 

manufacturer 


□ 60% - From 
anywhere 


Production costs may include originating materials, wages ana salaries, design, research and deveiopmen 

marketin'] exoenses. etc. 


Jordan Markettla ce *** Jordan marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 




DA JAM JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style" 


Ain ra Forum Hotel. Phone 

Amman - Cairo - Hi o 559 \ o 



Area: 200 sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel.: 5920605 / 
5920609 
Fax: 5932605 
Mobile; 079/30007 




TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 


5667171 EXT. 223 


OR 

,. 5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 




; FOR 
| RENT 


^ Deluxe Villas 
3 and Apartments 



8 RNABEL 


Real estate 

S WE I F 1 Y E H 

-A. Hajarat Complex 

1 . 1864230 - 865167 
079/37588 


9* Amman 





Quality Serviced Suites 


■ On. 6 TVw Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * DaHy & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


RenMnk 


Jordan Mcbflc Tdo phoix Rentals Co, Ud. 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 


Cellular 

Telephone 

Rentals 


TeL 4656593 - 857690 
Mobile 079/32300-44101 
Fax. 962 - 6 - 4611068 




Agent 

Now 

Open 


In Amman 

WINTER 

Collection 

40%OFF 

SPRING / V 

COLLECTION 


20%OFF 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


5667171 EXT. 223 


OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 
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French face fines over 
World Cup tickets 


Owners extend labour 
deal through 2003 


BRUSSELS f AFP) — French World Cup organisers will 
almost certainly be fined for refusing to share our the 
remaining 110,000 tickets between the 32 tournament 

finalisis. . . 

A European Commission spokesman said Monday the 
organisation would immediately take formal proceedings, 
which could lead to a fine of up to 10 per cent of the total 
price for the 110,000 tickets. 

France 98 organisers confirmed on Monday that an extra 
50,000 tickets would be shared out between national feder- 
ations but refused to make the remaining 110,000 tickets 
available only outside France. 

Fans in England. Scotland, Germany. _ Holland and 
Bel siurn. who had made the loudest complaints about tick- 
et allocation, will very likely be limited to less than 1,000 
extra rickets a match. They have so far been able to buy 
only 3.000 tickets for each of their three first-round match- 
es. 

The World Cup organisers, the CFO, said the tickets 
would be sold to all European Union residents — includ- 
ing French fans who already have the lion’s share of tick- 
ets. ’ 

They defended their position to allow French fans to 
apply for the 1 10,000 tickets. 

“Otherwise it would discriminate against the French pub- 
lic,” the CFO said in a statement. 

The European Commission had accused the CFO. of 
breaching the principles of free and fair competition with- 
in the EC's single market. 

European Competition Commissioner Karel Van Miert 
said that of a total of 2.5 million tickets available for the 
tournament, which starts on June 10, 37 per cent were 
reserved for sale to French fans, 21 per cent to 176 nation- 
al federations. 5.4 per cent to tour operators, 14.2 per cent 
to sponsors, 2.S per cent to public collective organisations 
and 4.3 per ent to youth sports associations. 


The possible return of instant replay will 
be the hot topic at the meetings. NFL own- 
ers will vote for a 10th time on the possible 
return of instant replay, most likely a plan 
where failed replay challenges cost clubs a 
timeout. 

A regular season replay system was in 
place from 1986 to 1991, but was discon- 
tinued in 1992. 

The NFL will also discuss whether ihe 
return of the Cleveland Browns to the NFL 
next year will be with an expansion team or 
relocation of an existing club. The Browns 
became the Baltimore Ravens in 1996. 


ORLANDO i AFP) — National Football 
League owners began meetings here 
Monday by voting to extend their union 
labour deal through 2003. 

Owners voted 2S- 1 with one abstention to 
ratify the deal, which needed 23 favourable 
votes for approval. It keeps in place salary 
cap and free agency after four years. The 
union approved the deal last weekend. 

Wellington Mara of the New York Giants 
was the lone owner io vote against ratifica- 
tion, while Oakland's A1 Davis abstained. 
Mara objected to paying a veteran of five or 
more seasons a full salary if he is cut after 
the season opens. 


^ up hci 

Klinsmann (2ndL), captain of the German national soccer team controls the J u> r - 
Michael Taraat (L), Juergen Kohler (3dL>, Jens Nowotny and Christian ■ 

R> in pursuit during a practice in Stuttgart, March 24. Germany plays a -.u-q- 1, 

accer match against Brazil In Stuttgart (Reuters photo) :: 


Germans set to face Brazil 


I soil have to perform. And I know that 1 am 
under pressure because Ulf (Kirsten) and 
Oliver (Bierhoff) have scored lots Of goals 
this season." 

Klinsmann says he will put extra effort 
into training to show he deserves bis place 
while on the field he will rely greatly on his 
friend Thomas Hassler to feed him from the 
midfield. >. 

Having lost Fredi Bobic to a dislocated 
shoulder. Vogts also scrubbed- -Jens 
Jeremies’ name from his list of players on 
Monday. 

The unconventional 1860 Munich defend- 
er. notable for bis straggly hair and goatee 
beard, will undergo a knee operation on 
Tuesday. 

“I wanted to see Jens against BrariT 
Vogts said. “He would have played from the 
stan." / 

The German media has focused, instead, 
on the oniy newcomer to Germany V22- 
man squad, fellow defender Yves 
Eigenrauch, who admits his nomination 
came like “a bolt from the blue”. 

Vogts respects Eigenrauch’s reputation a 
Schalke as an honest toiler who runs and 
chases and plugs gaps wherever he is 
required to. 

“He certainly won’t be in the starting line- 
up-, but I am thinking atatUsjMnain^ upij 
photo of Yyes on Ro^al^tjocker in fcl 
dressing room,” Vogts qtuppe5f" aVeferena 
to his blanking of the Brazilian star in last 
week's UEFA Cup quarter final against 
Inter Milan. 

Brazil are one of the few countries in the 
world against whom Germany have a nega- 
tive record. • j 

They can claim only three victories and' 
four draws from their 15 encounters. The 
last time the two nations met. however, in 1 
1993, goals by Guido Bucbwald and Andy 
Moller gave the host nation a 2-1 victory in 
Cologne. 


STUTTGART (AFP) — Berti Vogts and his 
German national team will go into the 
record books if they can score a rare victo- 
ry over world champions Brazil in a fasci- 
nating pre-World Cup friendly here on 
Wednesday night. 

Germany have gone 22 matches without 
defeat (17 wins/5 draws) and are one step 
away from the all-time German record of 
23 set between October 1 1. 1978, (a 4-3 win 
over Czechoslovakia in Prague) and 
January 1, 1981, (a 1-2 loss to Argentina in 
Montevideo) under Jupp Derwall. 

Aside from statistical interest. 
Wednesday’s game also promises to be a 
top-notch match-up between the European 
and world champions. 

“For me Brazil are the favourites for the 
World Cup in France.” Vogts said Monday. 

“They don't just have one player of 
Ronaldo’s class, but 14 or 15." 

German captain Jurgen Klinsmann is 
back after a six-month injury hiatus. He will 
line-up from the start, although the likes of 
Ulf Kirsten and Oliver Bierhoff are far 
ahead of him in terms of current form. 

This month’s public blow-up with 
Tottenham Hotspur coach Christian Gross 
did him little good in the popularity stakes, 
but Vogts underscored anew that 
Klinsmann “is and will remain our captain 
and will leaid (Made well France." 
--The Stuttgart game vvillfnark a full turn in 
Klinsmann's career. He won his spurs as a 
footballer in this city, going on to make his 
international debut against none other than 
Brazil in December, 1987. This will be his 
10 1 st cap. 

The prospect of playing in front of his 
home crowd with the best team in the world 
as his opponent already has Klinsmann 
feeling a bit flighty. 

“But it gives you confidence when you 
know the national trainer is behind you," 
the blond striker said. 

“He still keeps a close eye on me. though. 


Jacquet hopes 
to avoid surprises 


TrezegueL ■ 

Former Paris St Germain 
player Anelka turned 19 
earlier this month and has 
begun to make an impact 
for Arsenal after a slow start 
in the English Premier 
League. 

“Anelka was among sev- 
eral players who deserved 
to have a chance before I 
made my definitive selec- 
tion for the World Cup." 
said Jacquet. “He is a play- 
er for the future." 

Anelka was preferred to 
several players with inter- 
national pedigrees,, includ- 
ing," Florian Maurice and 
Nicolas ..Oiiedec. while 
Christophe Dugarry is still 
not fully fit. 

Goalkeeper Fabien 
Barthez also complained of 
having a muscle injury to 
his right leg during a train- 
ing session Monday night 
and quit after just 20 min- 
utes. 

The French were stunned 
by sub-freezing tempera- 
tures on their arrival. 


MOSCOW i AFP) — 
France coach Aime Jacquet 
hopes to avoid any more 
unpleasant surprises when 
the World Cup hosts face 
Russia in a friendly interna- 
tional here on Wednesday 
night. 

France will be without 
key midfielder Zinedine 
Zidane and striker David 
Trezeguet — both injured 
— when they play their 
penultimate match ahead of 
the World Cup kick-off in 
June. 

Zidane was a late with- 
drawal. He aggravated an 
ankle injury playing for 
Juventus against Parma on 
Sunday and was unable to 
fly out of Paris with his 
teammates. 

After failing a medical be 
returned to Turin to undergo 
treatment. 

France did not call up a 
replacement and flew into 
Moscow with just 17 play- 
ers. including uncapped 
.Arsenal striker Nicolas 
Anelka, who was named as 
a replacement for 


Pascal Baillis (L) of Montpellier and Mohammad Khakdour (R) of Iran chase 
after the ball during early action in their friendly soccer match. Montpellier won 
3-0 (Reuters photo) 


Injury nightmare haunts Hoddle 


BERNE (AFP) — England coach Glenn played in Tuesday's under-21 game in 
Hoddle fears injuries could turn his team's Aarau. although there is still a doubt over 
World Cup hopes into an “impossible Achilles tendon victim Andy Hinchcliflfe. 
dream". More of a vvony. though, is the latest 

He arrived in Berne for Wednesday's recurrence of Adams' long-term back 
World Cup warm-up match against the injury, which has cost the Arsenal skipper 
Swiss with only 17. ofi the 26 players he had the. chance of. his 50th cap. 
originally selected. ' ' ' The. absentees will force Hoddle's hand 

• “This was the week when we had more mofe'* 811 he had anticipated against a 
preparation time, and 1 wanted to look for- Swiss side who missed out on World Cup 
ward to the World Cup and work as a squad qualification. 

for the summer," said Hoddle. "I had some plans in mind for further 

But his plans were decimated by Sunday's down the line but because of the personnel 
loss of Tony Adams. Ray Parlour, Nicky changes I’ll bring them forward to this 
Bun. David Beckham and Graeme Le Saux game.” said Hoddle. perhaps hinting at a 
— which followed the earlier withdrawals central defensive role for Dion Dublin, who 
of Manchester United quartet Gary and Phil made his debut as a striker against Chile 
Neville. Paul Scholes and Andy Cole. last month. 

*i*ve never known it as bad as this.” Among those anxious to seize his chance 
Hoddle groaned. "It's very annoying and is Liverpool winger Steve McManaman. 
very frustrating to lose the amount of talent who has so far failed to shine under Hoddle. 
we have. Hoddle said: “This season he's been con- 

“The only silver lining is that we've still sistent enough to make me say he's got a 
got time to heal the injuries and get people chance of making me pick him. but he has 
fit and ready for the World Cup. to reproduce that at international level 

"But if we were sitting here in May with more.” 
these problems it would be frightening. It The striker has claimed 11 goals this sea- 
wouid make our wish to do well an impos- son. but has yet to get off the mark in 19 
sible dream". internationals. “I'd love to score, everybody 

Hoddle accepts injuries are inevitable would, but it’s not u big worry.” declared 
given the demands of the season at domes- McManaman. who has dismissed talk of a 
tic. European and international level and he rift between himself and Hoddle. 
attaches no significance to the fact that six McManaman 's Liverpool teammate, teen 
United players, and two from Arsenal, have wonder kid Michael Owen, also aims to 
withdrawn. catch Hoddle’s eye after an impressive 

“Every single one of the injuries is legiti- debut against Chile, 
male. They’ve all had X-rays and scans and And he insists nerves will not be a prob- 
every one of them showed up something lem as he bids to make his mark against the 
adverse." said Hoddle. Swiss. “Although I suffered from a few 

The gaps in Hoddle's squad will be nerves before the Chile game, I wasn’t wor- 
plugged by the Liverpool pair of Dominic ried and I don't see any reason why I should 
Matteo and Jamie Redknapp after they have be overawed by things." he said. 


VOgtS Mams If lx 1 A decision and has exactly seven matches in which to make « 

his mark. His contract contains no clause for an A 

STUTTGART (AFP) — FIFA’s efforts to protect extension. “You have to find the team’s heart,"! i 

players by banning the sliding tackle from said Wolf, a former player with the Stuttgaiter 

behind and from i the side were Monday slammed Kickers and Kaiserslautern. WolFs predecessor, *, 

German coach Bern Vogts, who believes such wiJIi Reimann, has taken up legal action aftsT- ; P| ~ -V 
tackles ought to remain a legitimate weapon for comments by club officials that he voluntarily^,. ^“-uiu.n 
any defender. Vogts said the move was one made resigned last week. Wolfsburg have dropped trf, ‘ U..„, 

eU ld .?wnn h ? * 5? a ? f ^ 15th ’ J ust outside the releeafiS zone on goal dif v >’''" 

Blatter ( FTFA nin a * 2 * lS ? p £ feren ce. and have managed only two draws from.- i«»i 
blatter (FIFA general-secretary) and a few of the rh-ir 3 . .. 

other guys who are over 70 had spoken before- ^ P^ous eight matches. * 

hand with FIFA's technical commission.” he said a tk. r 

at a press conference here, where Germany are Adebola hopes are hit by injury ? ;eir . ^ -i 

prepari ng f or this Wednesday’s friendly against D r, C , PT _ , .... , . „ t. k * Vrainm 

Brazil. FIFA plans to introduce the new rale at B E L FAST (AFP) — Dele Adebola claims he n, «V 

this year’s World Cup in France, punishing all * nl1 to Northern Ireland, even though * ■ ^ 

those who employ illegal sliding tackles with a he Wl11 ^most certainly be unfit to make hi- w 

red card. Vogts himself, known as ‘the Terrier’ in deb H I a 8 aillsl Slovakia here on Wednesday. . P 'b.a, , 

his playing days with Borussia While the rest of the squad were having their firs * J ' ■•ira 

Monchengladbach. was a renowned employer of session under new manager Lawne-^ 

the manoeuvre, which helped him compensate McMenemy on Monday, the Birmingham striker- 

his lack of height as a defender. To prepare his was reiving treatment for a back spastn. i-: .. 

men for the new ruling, Vogts has invited McMenemy was hoping Adebola would recover® ■ i; k . 

Germany s only World Cup referee, Bemd sufficiently to join up with the party, but the play- 1 -?^ 

Heynemann. to accompany the German squad on er bas virtually given up hope of being fit to ^$viiY' n '* Iri 

their 10-day training camp to Finland in May. Slovakia in the friendly fixture. ‘T don't think l 

__ r ‘ make it. I’m disappointed, but still keen togi'y-s^' ' Jpur, , 

tv Oil takes over at Wolfsburg Northern Ireland a go. If Lawrie picks me into* > J, '^i; 

squad for the next game I'd certainly be willing. 11 • n. 
said Nigerian-born Adebola. who qualifies 
Ifgang Wolf, who play for Northern Ireland as a British •>ni v fT| 

evel before, was holder. His withdrawal would take to nine |... 

saving struggling number of players unavailable for McMenemy * i.. a f 

am relegation. He first match ih charge, and that figure could >J^ ; ' 

end of the season further. s - 


Newcastle directors resign 

') — The chairman of 
Football Club. Freddy 


ownei 


! Newcastle „ 

! Shepherd, and vice-chairman Douglas Hall have 
'resigned their directorships of the club, a 
Ispoicesman for the pair said early Tuesday. The 
Itwo men had come under mounting pressure to 
! resign after allegations that they had made a 
■string of disparaging comments, including mock- 
ling fans for buying overpriced club merchandise 
I and describing local women as “dogs". 

I 

iNBA giant hits the big screen 

■WASHINGTON (AFP) — Romania’s Gheoi^he 
i.Muresan. the tallest player in National Basketball 
: Association history, makes his movie debut in a 
‘film to be released Friday called, appropriately. 

;"My Giant.” The movie, starring comedian Billy 
Crystal, features the injured Washington 
!' Wizards' 7-fc*ot-7 center as Max, a caretaker liv- 
ing in a monastery who comes to America. 

[“Basketball is my life. This is different.’’ 

•Muresan said. “1 have played basketball my 
[whole life.” Muresan was named the NBA's 
{Most Imported Player in 1996 and was the 
jNBA's most accurate shooter die past two sea- 
sons. He has become popular here and could 
(have an impact to a wider audience as a gentle 
[cinematic giant. “Overnight, you never know WOLFSBURG (.AFP) 
>hai can happen.” he said. “This is a free coun- has never coached a 
try. In the United States, you can do many Monday handed the t 
! thin«zs.'' * Bundesliga side Wolfs 


Scotland ravaged by midfield injuries 


GLASGOW' i AFP) — 
Scotland manager Craig 
Brown faces a midfield cri- 
sis ahead of Wednesday’s 
World Cup warm-up clash 
with fellow qualifiers 
Denmark. 

Brown, already hit by a 
long injury list, suffered 
two more blows on Monday 
w'hen Celtic stars Paul 
Lambert and Craig Burley 
withdrew from the squad. 

Lambert picked up an 
ankle injury in the 1-0 vic- 
tory at Aberdeen on 
Saturday, while Burley has 


a hamstring strain. 

It means Brown joined up 
with his squad in Glasgow 
without seven of his origi- 
nal selections. 

Skipper Gary McAllister. 
John Collins and David 
Hopkin had already been 
ruled out by injury, while 
strikers Kevin Gallacher 
and Gordon Durie are also 
missing. 

But Brown has resisted 
the temptation to call up any 
players from the B team 
who face Woles on Tuesday. 

Brown said: “My reaction 


to Lambert and Burley 
being unavailable is one of 
disappointment, but cometh 
the hour, cometh the man. 

“We have players like 
Stuart McCall. Scot 
Gemmill and Billy 
McKinlay to call on. so it’s 
not all gloom. 

Den marl: are expected to 
field a strung squad, includ- 
ing local Glasgow heroes 
Brian Laudrup of Rangers 
and Celtic pair Marc Rieper 
and Morten wigshorsL 


cinema 




CALM A 


CINEMA 


UNEM: 


CINEAIA 


TEL: 593479.1 


PHILADELPHIA T 1 PHILADELPHIA T 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 2 


GALLERIA 1 


Pierce Brosnan & 
Linda Hamilton ... in 


Viz / Kilmer & 
Elizabeth Shite... in 


ABDOUN 


ABDOUN 


NOWONDAILX 
THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and his group I 

For reservaxlons call: 4640155.4625^ j 


Adel Imam & Yusra ... in 

RISALA ILA AL WALI 

I ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 


The biggest cinema production 


GRAND OPENING 


GRAND OPENING 


TITANIC 


DANTE’S PEAK 


THE SAINT 


TITANIC 

Shows: 5:15. S:30 

The film u also on ai 2:00 p.m. & 
-00 a.m. m Wednesdays. Thursdays 
and Fridays 


TITANIC 

Shows: 3:30. 7:00. 10:30 
The film is also on at / 2:0t) a.m. , ; 
Wednesdays. Thursdays and Frida 


LONG KISS GOODNIGHT 

If Shows: 3:30. 6:30, S:30, 10:30 i 

<• i 


Shows: 12:00. 3:00. 7:00. 
10:30 n.rr.. 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 1 
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Devers, Jones to dispute ‘world's 
fastest woman' race in China 


BEUING (AFP) — World 100m 
champion Marion Jones and double 
Olympic champion Gail Devers are 
being lined up for a “world’s fastest 
woman" race in China in .'May, . 
organisers said Tuesday. 

But Merlene Qttey of Jamaica, 
number three last- year behind Jones 
and Devers, has rejected an invita- 
tion, the Chinese Athletics 
Management Centre (CAMC) back- 
ers said. 

The race is to be held in a 30,000 
capacity stadium in Chengdu, ca pi tal 
of die southwestern province of. 
Sichuan. t 

“Both Jones and Devers are likely . 
to show up but Merlene Ottey of 
Jamaica has turned down our -invita- 
tion, ** CAMC vice director Shang 
Xiutang was quoted as saying by the 
official Xinhua news agency. 

“It is not a matter of appearance 


fees, it is because the top three are 
unwilling to run head-to-head in a 
commercial race" he said. 

Already signed are Zhanna 
Pintussevich of Ukraine, silver 
medalist from the world champi- 
onships in Athens last year, bronze 
medalist Sevatheda Fynes of the 
Bahamas, and 200m Olympic silver 
medalist Susan thika Jayasinghe of 
Sri Lanka. 

In addition to five foreign sprint- 
ers, three Chinese will run including 
Li Xuemei, who docked the second- 
fastest 100m of 1997 with a surprise 
10.79 in last year’s Chinese National 
Games. 

*T am confident to face the world's 
best I fear nobody,” Li told Xinhua. 

The event is similar to a 150m 
showdown last June between the 
100m Olympic champion Donovan 
Bailey of Canada and American 




Chicago Bolls’ guard Michael Jordan (L) manages to get a shot off over Boston 
Celtics' center IVavis Knight (R) during the first quarter of their NBA game, in 
Chicago. The Bolls won 111- 88 (Renters photo) 


Michael Johnson, the gold medalist 
in the 200 and 400 meters. 

But Shang said the appearance fees 
and prize money are “far less." He 
said Jones and Devers were sched- 
uled to sign contracts on Tuesday. 

The report quoted other “reliable 
sources" as saying Jones had asked a 
$40,000 fee to run, compared to 
25,000 for Pinmssevich and 15,000 
for Jayasinghe. 

According to previous Chinese 
reports, former U.S. Olympic cham- 
pion Florence Griffith-Joyner will 
also be on hand as a non-participant. 

The Bailey-Johnson “world's 
fastest man” showdown in Toronto 
ended up a bust, with Johnson stop- 
ping running because of a pulled leg 
muscle halfway through the race. 


McRae 
opens up 
after 
Makinen 
crashes, out 

MATOSINHOS, Portugal 
(AFP) — Colin McRae 
was firmly in command of 
the Rally of Portugal on 
Tuesday after reigning 
world champion Tommi 
Makinen of Finland 
crashed out when be hit a 
tree after going off the 
road. 

The Mitsubishi Lancer 
driver had been attempting 
to make Inroads into 
McRae’s big lead when he 
went off on the day’s sec- 
ond special stage. 

The Scot, who has yet to 
register a win in the first 
* the dtittapi- 

onsbip. retiring twice; with- 
mechanical problerirfis,' was 
5<?sec ahead of his nearest 
chaser, Julian Kankkunen 
of Finland, after setting the 
scratch time in the second 
special. 

Safari Rally winner 
Richard Bums of England 
jumped from sixth to third 
after posting the fastest 
time in the day's third spe- 
cial while former world 
champion Carlos Sainz of 
Spain dropped to fifth. 

_ There were another seven 
specials in Tuesday's sec- 
ond leg. The rally finished - 
Wednesday. - 


NBA owners wipe out labour deal 


DALLAS (.AFP; — National 
Basketball Association own- 
ers voted 27-2 here Monday to 
reopen their union agreement, 
a move that could lead To a 
labour shutdown following 
the current season. 

The vote voids the remain- 
ing three years of a six-year 
collective bargaining agree- 
ment and sets the stage for a 
labor showdown with more 
militant leadership than* when 
the existing deal was struck in 
1995. 

Owners claim a majority of 
NBA clubs, at least 15 of 29, 
will lose money under the cur- 
rent deaL 

“We’re pretty certain at least 
15 teams will lose money in 
1997-98," NBA deputy com- 
missioner Russ Granik said. 
“Obviously that’s not a 
healthy situation long term." 

The NBA is the only, major 
North American sports league 
never to lose a game to a labor 
fight, but if no new deal is set 
when this one ends June 30, a 
lockout by owners is likely. 

“What we’re seeing now is a 
system where salaries begin to 
rise, teams become unprof- 
itable and ticket prices contin- 
ue to rise," NBA commission- 
er David Stan said. “We’re 
dose to a system that works, 
but .we didn’t quite Jut it. We 
need a better system.. We 
should: be able to find one.” . 

New’ tdevision' contracts, 
will bring each NB A club $23 
million a year, on average, 
over the.next four seasons. . 

Owners have spent -them- 
selves into unprofitability by 
undercutting. the NBA’s salary 
cap. The limits allow clubs to 
re-sign their 09 m free agents 
without counting against the 


cap, allowing several players 
$100 million deals. 

Stem said players will not 
have to take less, but their per- 
centage of total basketball 
income must fall to ensure 
profitability. 

“We’ie not saying players 
will take a pay cut,” he said. 
“With new revenues coming 
into the league, the amount 
paid to players will continue 
to increase. The overall con- 
cept is to look for a better 
mechanism." 

Players have argued the 
owners need to control them- 
selves and not enter into 
spending sprees and bidding 
wars for top talent 

Owners were only allowed 
to void the deal if players’ 
received more than 51.8 per- 
cent of total revenues in 1 
salaries. This year, Granik | 
said, die NBA is paying out 
57.2 per cent of its income in 
salaries. 

Put into dollar terms, $995 
million of the NBA’s $1,738 
billion income is going to 
■salaries, 95 million more than 
owners need to reopen and 
160 million more than the 
minimum guaranteed to play- 
ers. 

“What tiie owners have 
decided is this economic situ- 
ation is not a workable one for 
tiie owners," Granik said, 
“Our - goal is to reach a fair 
deal Our hope is if the players 
come to the .table with the 
same mindset, we can get it 
done by June 30." 

• The NBA came close to a 
■work stoppage in 1995 when ■ 
free agent -signings were 
delayed and summer camps 
were postponed, but no games 
were missed- 


But players were unhappy 
with the union deal that came 
out of those talks and voted 
out the union leaders who 
made it. putting in Patrick 
Ewing as the new leader. 

Ewing and Michael Jordan 
were among the players who 
fought against the deal saying 
it would limit salaries too 
much for top players. 


One system that will be 
studied is American football’s 
salary cap; which has no loop- 
holes and has created elite top- 
salary players and a middle 
. class at low levels, with veter- 
ans often forced ro take lower 
wages once they are not 
among the best at their jobs. 

“That's one model that 
seems to be working pretty 
well," Granik said 


FLAT FOR RENT 

A LARGE DELUXE FURNISHED 
FLATTN SWEIFIAH. 

TEL. 862062 / 5606391 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE. MINES CO., LTD. 
ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO TENDER 
No. 9F/98 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 9F/98 for the 
supply of: 

1) One unit Telescopic Hydraulic Crane (20 tonnes) 

2) One unit integrated tool carrier (5000 kg) - 

3) Two units Forklift (4000 kg) 

4) Two units Forklift (2000 kg) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC offices in 
Amman Supply Department until 2:00 p.m. local time 
Wednesday 15th April, 1998. Application for docu- 
ments should be .accompanied by a non-refundable 
fee of JD50 for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours 
local time Wednesday 29th April, 1998. 

• Sam eh Madani 

Managing Director 


Sampras, Seles eliminated 


KEY BISCAYNE (AFP; 
— World No.l Pete 
Sampras was ousted by 
South Africa's Wayne 
Ferreira. 0-6, 7-6 ( 8 / 6 1 . 
6-3, here Monday at the 
$4.6 million " Lipton 
Championships. 

Former top- 10 player 
Ferreira saved two 
match points in the sec- 
ond-set tie-breaker 
before toppling Sampras 
in the third round of the 
S4.6 million ATP and 
WTA event. 

Sampras, who has now 
lost four times in 19 
matches this year, was 
not happy about his 
overpowering start. 

“1 did not really like 
winning 6-0. It was 
strange," Sampras said. 
“That always makes for 
a tougher opponent." 

Now the U.S. star 
could be dethroned from 
his 102 -week perch atop 
the men's tennis world 
by No. 2- ranked Czech 
player Petr Korda, third- 
ranked Marcelo Rios or 
Britain’s Gres 





No.l ranked Pete Sampras of the United States buries his face In a towel after losing 
the fifth game of the third set against 32nd seed Wayne Ferreira from the Republic of 
South Africa in their third round match at the Lipton Championships. Sampras was 
upset by Ferreira 0-6 7-6 6-3 (Reuters photo) 

ggpgr^ ““ wnu Rusedski, ranked fifth. 

IffilF' ■ In women's play, 

K] World No. 5 Monica 

H Seles was ousted and 

) American Serena 

BfCA W Williams, the bead- 

jj filBI tressed sister of teen star 
- - v. ■ .*. . ..jBH Venus Williams, has a 

. _• ■ -fM • quarter-final date with 

" ■■ ■- World No.l Martina 

Russia's Anna 

Kournikova beat Seles 

W Conchita Martinez "for 
I A ragjafefe ||H BW the right to face second 

[iv'v 'ififr seed Lindsay Davenport 

•'» ■* . ;• who beat France's 

Nathalie Tauziat 6-2. 6 - 


■k 


• •* V. 

- X’-'V 


mm 


Williams beat 

Switzerland’s Patty 

Sebnyder 6-0, 4-6,' 6-3, 
but faces a tougher 
Swiss foe for a semi- 
final slot in Hingis, who 
beat France's Sandrine 
Testud 6-3. 5-7. 6-2. 

Venus advanced to the 
quarter-finals as well, 
beating Italy’s Rita 
Grande 6-1. 6-4. She 
will next face South 
Africa's Amanda 
Coetzer. the sixth seed, 
who beat Italy’s Silvia 
Farina 6-7 (3/7), 6-2, 6 - 
1 . 

Third-seed Jana 
Novotna of the Czech 
Republic downed Anke 
Huber of Germany 6-2, 
6-2 in 57 minutes and 
will next face eighth- 
seeded Spaniard 

Arantxa Sanchez 

Vicario, who beat 
Venezuela’s Maria 



is, 


Russian Anna Kournikovia returns a serve against Monica Seles in the first set of 
their fourth round match at The Lipton Championships March 23. Seles was upset by 
Kournikova 7-5 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


will next fact 
seeded 
Arantxa 
Vicario, whi 
Venezuela’s 
Vemo 6-2, 6-1. 


SCOREBOARD 


RABAT ATP Tour 


Davide Saneuinetti (Ita x 8 ) bt Mehdi Tahiti (Mor) 
-7-5, 6-1 

Jacobo Diaz (Spa) bt Mounir El Aarej (Mor) 
6^L6-4 


Detroit 94 Philadelphia 79 

Chicago 111 Boston 88 


Dallas 

91 

Minnesota 

87 

LA Lakers 

107 

Denver 

86 

Seattle 

109 

' Sacramento 

83 

Vancouver 

J06 

LA Clippers 

95 

NHL 




Detroit 

5 

Chicago 

5 0 

Carolina 

5 

Florida 

3 


SPORTS & SWIM WEAR 



20-30% discount on Winter Clothes 
15% discount on 1997 Swim Suits. 
10% discount on Basic Active Wear 

A Real Bargain 


Tel 079 - 20748 Al Rabieh 


Job Opportunity 


Computer Services Co. has the following openings 


I Sales Verson with the following qualification | 


* Less than 28 years of age 

* University degree 

* Resident of Amman 

* Holds a valid driving license 

* Fluent in English and Arabic 

* High self-esteem and self- motivated 




* Computer literate 

w Fluent in English and Arabic (speaking & typing) 

* Familiar with office duties and chores 

Interested candidates should call 551 - 3590 between 
9:30 - 1 1:00 am for an interview appointment - 
All applications will be kept in strict confidence. 
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Arafat calls for Arab summit, 
protection for Palestinians 


CAIRO (AFP} — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat called 
on Tuesday for an urgent Arab 
summit to demand Israeli 
implementation of U.N. reso- 
lutions and appealed for inter- 
national protection for his peo- 
ple. 

The secretary general of the 
Arab League, Esmat Abdul 
MegiticL urged Arab countries 
meanwhile to take tougher 
measures against Israel and to 
freeze UN. sanctions imposed 
on Libya for the Lockerbie 
bombing. 

Mr. Arafat and Me Abdul 
Meguid were speaking to for- 
eign ministers of the 22- mem- 
ber Arab League which began 
a two-day meeting here 
Tuesday largely devoted to the 
Arab- Israeli peace process and 
Libya’s dispute with the West. 

The meeting is expected to 
issue a call to freeze normalisa- 
tion of ties with Israel and an 
end to UN. sanctions on 
Libya, officials have said. 

‘The peace process is going 
through a dangerous phase and 
is about to take its last breath." 
President Arafat said in a pas- 
sionate appeal. 

‘1 renew' my invitation for 
the convening of an urgent 
Arab summit to review the 
Arab situation and demand 
implementation of internation- 
al resolutions on the 
Palestinian. Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks," Mr. Arafat 
said. 

“If a broad Arab summit can- 
not be convened. I suggest that 


a mini-summit be held because 
supreme Arab national interest 
demands that a meeting be 
held as soon as possible.” Mr. 
Arafat said 

He urged the international 
community to protect the 
Palestinian people against 
“repeated anacks by [Jewish] 
settlers and the [Israeli] occu- 
pation army." 

“I pur the question of the 
security of the Palestinian peo- 
ple to the international com- 
munity and the [U.N.] Security 
Council" the Palestinian presi- 
dent said 

Mr. Abdul Meguid told the 
meeting that “the only way of 
saving the peace process from 
the catastrophe threatening it is 
to take more severe measures 
against Israel.” 

He also urged the ministers- 
to freeze sanctions imposed by 
the U.N. Security Council on 
Libya until the International 
Court of Justice in The Hague 
roles whether Tripoli is respon- 
sible for the 1 988 bombing of a 
plane over Lockerbie, 
Scotland killing 270 people. 

The International Court of 
Justice ruled last month that it 
had jurisdiction to hear 
Tripoli's lawsuit claiming the 
right to refuse to extradite two 
Libyan suspects to Britain or 
the United States over the 
bombing. 

Mr. Arafat also raged the 
United States and Russia, as 
co-sponsors of the Middle East 
peace process. China. Japan 
and the European Union to join 


ranks with Arab countries and 
put pressure on Israel to respect 
its peace agreements. 

“The peace process will not 
live much longer without such 
action and our people will no 
longer accept the international 
double standards,” Mr. Arafat 
warned 

He said the latest UJ5. stand- 
off with Iraq over UN. anus 
inspections “opened old 
wounds and made us think 
why international legislation is 
compulsory for Arahs and not 
compulsory for Israel.” 

The peace process ground to 
a halt a year ago after Israel 
began building a Jewish settle- 
ment project in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

In March 1997. Arab foreign 
ministers decided to freeze all 
normalisation steps with IsraeL 
accusing it of blocking 
progress in the peace process. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid said on 
Tuesday that the Arabs should 
revise these policies and 
strengthen them against Israel. 

Sixteen foreign ministers are 
taking pan in the session 
chaired by Sudanese Foreign 
Minister Mustafa Osman 
Ismail, but Saudi Arabia. Iraq. 
Kuwait. Libya. Qatar and 
Somalia are not represented at 
ministerial level 

Tuesday's session was offi- 
cially opened by Abdulrahman 
Al Mansuri. a deputy to the 
Saudi foreign minister, Prince 
Saud AI Faisal who chaired 
the last ministerial meeting in 
September. 


German opposition leader 
criticises Israel’s settlements 


TEL AVIV (AFPJ — 
Gerhard Schroeder. head of 
Germany’s opposition 
Social Democratic Party, 
criticised Israel’s Jewish 
settlement policy after 
meeting here Tuesday with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

“It cannot be denied that 
Jewish building [in 
Palestinian areas] affects 
the general atmosphere and 
the peace process.” Mr. 
Schroeder said during a 
press conference in 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Schroeder. who will 
challenge Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl in September 
elections, also met with 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai on the 
second day of a three-day 


visit to Israel and the 
Palestinian territories. 

The German politician 
said he would stress in a 
meeting later Tuesday with 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat the impor- 
tance of “restoring [Israeli] 
confidence in the peace 
process by battling terror- 
ism.” 

Israeli-Palestinian peace 
efforts have been dead- 
locked for the past year, 
due in part to Israeli settle- 
ment building in disputed 
areas and to attacks on 
Israelis by Palestinian 
opposition activists." 

Mr. Schroeder. who is 
prime minister of the 
Lower Saxony region and 
speaker of the BundesraL 
the upper chamber of par- 


liament, also visited 
Tuesday the Yad Vashem 
memorial to the six million 
Jews killed by Nazis during 
the Holocaust. 

Israel was the first for- 
eign visit by Mr. Schroeder 
since becoming speaker of 
the Bundesral and he said 
he chose his destination “to 
show that the younger gen- 
eration of German politi- 
cians is very concerned to 
maintain the special links 
uniting our country to 
Israel." 

Mr. Schroeder also met 
with visiting U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan, who on Tuesday 
began the first official visit 
to Israel by a head of the 
world body. 


Palestinian reporters complain 
to Annan on Israeli harassment 


GAZA (RJ — Palestinian 
journalists complained in a 
letter to U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan on 
Monday that Israeli troops 
were harassing them and 
preventing them from 
doing their work. 

The Palestinian 

Journalists Syndicate said 
in a letter to Mr. Annan 
that Israeli soldiers regu- 
larly shot at its members, 
arrested them and confis- 
cated their cameras and 
film. 

Israeli officials denied 
soldiers targeted 

Palestinian journalists. 

The group said Israeli 
authorities deny govern- 
ment press cards to 
Palestinian journalists and 
prevent them from travel- 
ling freely between Gaza 
and the West Bank. 

“We need your urgent 


intervention to stop the 
suffering of... journalists 
who work in very danger- 
ous and severe circum- 
stances." it said. 

Israeli troops wounded 
nine Palestinian journalists 
with rubber-coated bullets, 
including two working for 
Reuters, during a riot in 
Hebron earlier this month. 

The journalists said they 
clearly identified them- 
selves as members of- the 
media but the Israeli army 
said soldiers confused 
them with Palestinian 
stone-throwers. 

The spokesman for 
Israel’s coordinator of 
activities in the West Bank 
and Gaza said in response 
to the complaints on 
Monday that both Israeli 
and Palestinian journalists 
had been wounded cover- 
ing clashes in the West 


Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“Journalists are on the 
front line and Israeli sol- 
diers can't always distin- 
guish between them and 
the stone-throwers." said 
spokesman Shlorno Dror. 

“I doubt we arrest jour- 
nalists the wav they pre- 
sent it or confiscate film. 
Sometimes journalists’ 
equipment is damaged dur- 
ing incidents but nothing is 
done deliberately and we 
investigate every individ- 
ual case." he told Reuters. 

Mr. Dror said authorities 
had given press cards to 
450 Palestinian journalists 
and allowed them to travel 
freely in Israel, the West 
Bank and Gaza. Some 
journalists had been denied 
press cards because of 
Israeli security concerns, 
he said. 
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TITANIC IN TIE WITH BEN HUR: A scene from the movie 'Titanic' which was nominated for ■* 
tying 14 Academy Awards. Titan tic' won 11 Oscars, including B^tPicture, Best Director and tied the 
1959 movie 'Ben Hur' for winning the most Oscars of any movie (AFP photo) 

Diplomats arrive in Baghdad for 
inspections of Iraq’s sensitive sites 

group of diplomats arrived U.N. in contact with Iraq over 

Tuesday to accompany 

first inspections of presi- jailed germ warfare scientist 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 
group of diplomats arrived 
Tuesday to accompany 
U.N. arms experts on the 
first inspections of presi- 
dential sites, as U.N. 
weapons chief Richard 
Butler held a final round of 
talks with the Iraqi leader- 
ship. 

The 19 diplomats are 
part of a Special Group set 
up to inspect eight Iraqi 
presidential sites, under 
the terms of a Feb. 23 
accord between U.N. 
Secretary' General Kofi 
Annan and Iraq’s Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz. 

The accord defused a cri- 
sis over arms inspections 
in which the United States 
and Britain threatened Iraq 
with military force. 

The diplomats are to 
accompany experts of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
t UNSCOM") and the 
International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) 
which have been in charge 
of eliminating Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion since the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

The head of the special 
group, Sri Lankan arras 
control expert Jayantha 
Dhanapala, has been in 
Baghdad since Sunday and 
said he expected the first 
inspections of presidential 
sites to take place “very 
soon." 

Mr. Dhanapala chose 20 
diplomats of different 
nationalities for the special 
group, with their presence 
at the inspections designed 
to address Iraqi concerns 
over its sovereignty. 

A Japanese diplomat 
dropped out for family rea- 
sons and he is to be 
replaced. Among the oth- 
ers are Ryan Crocker of 
the l T nited States. Britain’s 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The UN. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) for Iraq's disarmament 
has contacted Baghdad over the arrest of a scien- 
tist seen as the architect of its germ warfare pro- 
gramme. the UNSCOM chief said here 
Wednesday. 

“There has been a ctxrespondence between Iraq 
and UNSCOM on this matter in the last few 
days," Richard Butler told AFP in an interview 
after two day's of talks with the Iraqi leadership. 

“But I will not discuss it. It’s between them and 
us," the UNSCOM chairman said. “It’s an impor- 
tant matter on which they are communicating 
with us, and I will respect the privacy of it.” 

The New York Times, quoting Iraqi and 
Western officials, repotted on Tuesday that Nasser 
Hindawi was arrested as be prepared to flee Iraq. 

He was an "architect of Iraq’s ambitious pro- 


gramme to make germ weapons, and Western 
officials have long hoped they could interview 
him in the absence of Iraqi secret police officers,” 
who sit in on UNSCOM interviews, it said. 

Mr. Hindawi 's arrest “deals a significant Now to 
the UN. inspectors who have spent much of the 
last seven years trying to determine the scab and 
killing power of Iraq’s germ arsenal" it added. 

The paper quoted Iraq's UN. ambassador, 
Nizar Hamdoun, as saying Monday feat Mr. 
Hindawi remained in prison, and that his govern- 
ment informed foe United Nations of the arrest in 
early March. 

The ambassador said Mr. Hindawi had been 
found in possession of documents related to Iraq’s 
biological programme that be was supposed to 
have turned over to die government, the report 
added. 


Simon Collis and Marcel 
Laugel of France. 

Mr. Dhanapala said 

Monday he would stay in 
Iraq for the “base line vis- 
its of the eight presidential 
sites. I think it should be 
accomplished in two 

weeks." 

The first visits will allow 
inspectors “to get a sense 
of what is there, what is 
the nature, extent and pur- 
pose to which those build- 
ings are put." according to 
Mr. Butler. 

The UNSCOM chair- 
man. who also arrived 
Sunday on his first visit 
since the crisis over access 
to the sites, held a final 
round of talks with Mr. 
Aziz on Tuesday, the offi- 
cial news agency IN A said. 

U.N. special envoy 
Prakash Shah, meanwhile, 
said his job was to ensure 
both sides stick to their 
commitments on the 
inspections. 

Mr. Shah said he had a 


responsibility to make sure 
both Iraq and U.N. inspec- 
tors “perform to the level 
that they have promised 
under the agreement" on 
arms inspections reached 
by Mr. Annan. 

“There is a role in ensur- 
ing... that the agreement 
between the secretary gen- 
eral and the Iraqi authori- 
ties is fulfilled,” he told 
AFP in an interview. 

“There are certain 
responsibilities placed 
upon us by the resolutions 
of the Security Council. 
There are also certain 
obligations placed on us 
by the traditional princi- 
ples of the United 
Nations." 

Mr. Shah denied that his 
arrival in Baghdad in the 
new post of troubleshooter 
for all U.N. activities in 
Iraq had created any fric- 
tion with UNSCOM. 

“I’m... the seniormost 
U.N. official in Baghdad 
and have the secretary 


general l s support m ‘deal- 
ing with all of the United 
Nations' activities in 
Baghdad,” he said. 

“It is not that I will be 
trying to undercut Butler... 
We are both working for 
the United Nations.” 

The special envoy, who 
met Mr. Aziz on Monday, 
said the Iraqi official had 
assured him that Baghdad 
would cooperate with the 
inspections. 

“He was quite categori- 
cal that Iraq has every 
intention of keeping the 
agreement that they have 
signed with the secretary 
general," he said. 

Mr. Shah said Mr. Aziz 
had welcomed his arrival 
as Mr. Annan's envoy and 
“extended all cooperation 
and support for the job that 
■ has been assigned to me by 
the secretary general” to 
head off any fresh crisis. 


U.S. planes head to Bahrain in rotation of forces in Gulf 


WASHINGTON ( AFP ) — As many as 45 
U.S. warplanes and 12100 airmen begin 
deploying to Bahrain this week in the first 
major rotation of VS. air forces in foe Gulf 
since - the U.S. build-up against Iraq began 
last year, air force officials said Monday. 

The force, which includes al least 39 
fighters and bombers, will replace a simi- 
larly sized force that has been stationed in 
Bahrain since November, foe officials said. 

The fast of the main body of airmen 
were scheduled ro depart Monday evening 
for Southwest Asia from Mountain Home 
Air Force Base in Idaho, home of foe 
366tb .Air Expeditionary Wing, they said. 


“This is just a routine rotation." said Air 
Force Lieutenant Steven Roleuc. a 
spokesman for the base. ‘It’s the 366th 
cum ro go over there and do that mission.” 
Going to Bahrain, air force sources said, 
were 12 F-l 5C fighters. 12 F-15E fighter 
bombers. 12 F-16CJ fighters, force B-l 
bombers, and four KC-135 air refuelling 
aircraft. Air force sources said the deploy- 
ment was scheduled to be completed by 
March 27. 

They will replace a force of two dozen F- 
16s. 12 F-15Cs. three B-l bombers and 
four KC-135 tanker planes from the 347fo 
Air Expeditionary Wing, which was 


deployed to Bahrain in November 
The main difference is tint this time the 
force will include F-l 5Es, the only fighter 
capable of dropping 5,000 pound bunker 
busting bombs. 

The air force also has sent in fresh pilots 

and ground crews to Kuwait to man tbs six 

F-l 17 Stealth fighters stationed there. 

■ About 200 airmen were involved in that 
deployment from Holloman Air Force 
Base in New Mexico. 

TheUS. Navy also has been rotating its 
xs f ars hips in the Gulf, recently replacingthe 
aircraft earner USS Geoige Washington 
with the USS S tennis. 


Annan faces desperation of Palestinian refugees in Gaza 


JAB ALIYA REFUGEE 

CAMP f.AFPl — U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
came face to face with the des- 
peration of Palestinian refugees 
on Tuesday when he was 
mobbed in a visit to this teeming 
camp in Gaza. 

Mr. Annan, accompanied by 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat's wife. Suha. was buffet- 
ed by hundreds of people press- 
ing in on his entourage as they 
visited a boys school in Jabaliya. 
the dusty and rundown home to 
84.000 Palestinian refugees. 

"You have to help us the UN. 
must help Jabaliya camp and all 
foe refugees,” shouted an old 


man who fought through a cor- 
don of security agents to reach 
the United Nations chief. 

.Another woman battled 
unsuccessfully with security 
officers to reach the U.N. chief, 
shouting "Why doesn’t he visit 
our homes?’ 

“I live with five children in a 
house where foe rain leaks tn.” 
the women. Halima Ward. 44. 
told AFP afterwards. “Why 
doesn't he come mt how we 
live.” 

After pushing through to talk 
to some of the children and view 
a classroom. Mr. Annan cut 
short his visit to foe school, can- 
celling .i planned 'Lit i** a 


refugee home and a U.N. -run 
clinic. 

“I enjoyed the visit to 
Jabaliya With all the pushing 
and shoving.” Mr. .Annan told 
journalists as he left the Gaza 
Strip through the Ercz crossing 
into Israel, the next stop in his 
Middle East tour 
Residents of Jabaliya. the 
largest of Gaza's eight camps, 
pleaded for greater UN. aid to 
face an economic situation 
which has only deteriorated 
since the start of foe peace 
process with Israel in 1994. 

Many said they feared the 
U.N. Work and Relief Agency 
il.WSRAi. which faces a 


chronic budget crunch, would 
cut education and medical ser- 
vices on which they rely. 

"If UNWRA starts, cutting 
back on us. i: win be a disaster." 
said Mohammed Knrama. 37, 
who owns a shop in the camp. 

He said Jabaliya residents 
“felt nothing from the peace 
process" which has ground to a 
year-rag deadlock even before 
touching final status negotia- 
tions which ore fn determine foe 
fas? of Palestinian refugees. 

'The world Ira forgotten 
about refugees. They' can’t even 
move on the simplest issues in 
foe peace process, so what will 
thev do with uVT he said 


Oer half the population of 
the Gaza Strip is made up 
refugees who lost their homes in 
1948. A total of force million 
refugees live in camps in the ter- 
ritories. Jordan. Syria and 
Lebanon, most under the care of 
UNWRA. 

In foe Gaza Strip as a whole, 
unemployment reached 37 per 
cent last year and average 
income has gone down at least 
25 per cent over foe past four 
years, worsened by repealed 
Israeli closures of the territory, 
UN. officials said 

Those numfcws arc even high- 
er in foe refugee camps. UN. 
ntfici.iK said. 


Despite a number of develop- 
ment projects in Jabaliya 
launched after the start of self- 
rune in 1995. most streets 
remain un paved and arc lined 
by ramshackle concrete houses 
where an average seven people 
live per household 

Last year UNWRA sparked 
angry' street protests in camps 
foroughout the region when it 
announced it would charge min- 
imal fees for students to attend 
its schools and for medicines 
and some medical services. 

The agency backed off the 
move after receiving S21 mil- 
lion in emergency cash. But 
agency officials have warned 


that some services may have to 

be cut completely in foe future if 

regular funding is not found 
Mr. Milan, in a speech to 
Palestinian legislators on 
Monday, called on UN. mem- 
bers to help support UNWRA. 

UNWRA is simply . ioo 
important to the future of this 
region for it to be neglected It 
must be restored to its full 
strength over time;” Mr. Annan 
said 

‘‘In my meetings with leaders 
nom all parts of the world I have 
voy strongly urged them to pro- 
vide UNWRA wife the means 
to complete its mission," Mr. 
Annan said. 




Lucas congratulates w 
Cameron with drawi^i 

LOS ANGELES (AFP)%T 
George Lucas, whose; 1977- 
film “Star Wars” beliTfoe 
record for North American 
box-office take until; foe : 
blockbuster ‘Titanic” 
grabbed that honour, con- 
gratulated ‘Titanic” direc- 
tor James Cameron with a 
full-page drawing po& 
listed in Daily Variety. The 
drawing by “Star Wars” 
artistic director Jain 
McCaig. shows the charac- ' 
ters in Lucas' trilogy 
aboard a sinking Titanic. 
“I’m sure (his is all yoor 
fault,” computer C3P0 
tells his companion R2D2." 
Director Steven Spielberg - 
did the same thing foj- 
Lucas when “Star Wars" 
overtook Spielberg’s" 
“Jaws” at the box office. 
“And I did it for him when 
‘E.T.’ beat out ‘Star Wars. 
II.’ And now ‘Titanic’ is the 
new champion. It’s all in 
the family," Lucas said 

Sect awaits 
God’s flying 
saucers in Texas 

GARLAND (R) — Hon= 
Ming Chen gazes into his 
heavy, diamond-encrusted 
gold ring and sees God 
descending to Earth to save 
hundreds of millions of 
people from nuclear holo 1 
caust by whisking them 
away in flying saucers. 
Teacher Chen, as his fol- 
lowers call him, espouses 
elaborate theories of 
h uman evolution and extra- 
terrestrial, beings. But his 
basic message is simpler 
Earth has been corrupted 
by evil and will suffer a 
nuclear war that will leave 
it uninhabitable. The good 
flews, acC6rd&g to O’dn. K 
that God: -wiH'- land - in 
Garland on March 31 to 
prepare all people and ani- 
mals to escape Earth in his 
flying saucers in 
September 1999. They will 
travel to the Kingdom of 
God, which is on a planet 
in another galaxy. 

Excuse me, 
sir. Uh-oh... 

NEW YORK (R) —A New 
York motorist angry at 
being cut off used a phoney 
police badge to stop foe 
other car, only to discover 
foe other driver was a real 
police officer, authorities 
said. The genuine officer, a 
detective with foe New 
York City Police 
Department, arrested foe 
fake officer on a misde- 
meanour charge of criminal 
impersonation, police said. 
Douglas Yee, a 23-year-old 
cook, apparently got angry 
when another car cut him 
off. Yee flagged foe second 
car over to foe side of foe 
road, where be flashed the 
phoney badge, police said. 
When foe genuine detec- 
tive flashed his teal badge, 
Yee was “very surprised,” 
they added. 

Polish Lot airline 
scraps flight, 
two of crew drunk 

WARSAW (R) — Poland’s 
national airline Lot said it 
had to cancel a flight from 
Spain to Warsaw because 
foe chief stewardess and a 
mechanic had been drink- 
ing. Die Lot press office 
said in a statement that foe 
captain of foe flight 
became suspicious of two 
crew members, delayed his 
take-off and ordered blooi 
tests. “After blood tests by 
medical services in Spain it 
emerged that foe chief 
stewardess and foe- ground 
mechanic were under the 
influence of alcohol, ' th e 
statement said. “However, 
no traces of alcohol were 
found in the rest of foe 
crew, inducting the two 
pilots," it added. It said foe 
stewardess and mechau ,c 
would be sacked. 
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